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DESCRIPTION of the PLATE. 


HE following extrac will il- 
luitrate the fcene from which 
our plate is taken. 

«© My attention was fo much ta- 
ken up by Mr. Burchell’s account, 
that I fearce looked forward as we 
went along, till we were alarmed 
by the cries of my family ; when 
turning, I perceived my youngeft 
daughter in the midit of a rapid 
{tream, thrown from her horfe, and 
ftruggling with the torreat. She 
had funk twice ; nor was it in my 
power to difengage myfelf in time 
to bring her relief. My fenfations 
were even too violent to permit my 
attempting her refcue: She would 
have certainly perifhed, had not 
my companion perceiving her dan- 


ger, inftantly plunged in to her 


relief, and, with fome difficulty, 
brought her in fafety to the oppotite 
fhore. By taking the current a 
little farther up, the reft of the fa- 
mily got fafely over ; where we 
had an opportunity of joining our 
acknowledgments tohers, Her gra- 


titude may be more readily imagined 
than defcribed ; the thanked her de- 
liverer more with looks than words, 
and continued to lean upon his arm, 
as if ftill willing to receive affiftanice. 
My wife alfo, hoped one day to have 
the pleafure of returning his kind- 
nefs ather own houfe, ‘Thus, after 
we were all refrethed at the next inn, 
and had dined together, as he was 
going toa different part of the coun- 
try, he took his leave, and we pur- 
fued our journey ; my wife obferv- 
mg, as we went, that fhe liked Mr. 
Burchell extremely ; and proteit- 
ing, that, if he had birth and for- 
tune to entitle him to match into 
fuch a family as ours, fhe knew no 
man fhe would fooner fix upon. I 
could not but {mile to hear her talk 

in this ftrain: One almoft at the 

verge of beggary, thus to aflume 

language of the molt infulting afflu- 

ence, might excite the ridicule of ill 

nature; but I was never much dif- 

pleafed with thofe innocentdelufions 


thattend to make us more a 
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Fo the MASSACHUSETTS MAGAZINE. = 


The REPOSITORY. No. XX: 


OW abfurd is the practice of 

dueiling ! Surely it can onno 
principle ‘be juftitied ; or if it can, 
every other fpecies of murder may 
alfo claim its advocate. Suicide 
efpecially, ought never to be con- 
demned, where the arrogating this 
mode of /2/f decifion is tolerated, 
{ince it muff be allowed, that if we 
have the leaft right to difpofe of the 
lite of another, we may, with abun- 
dantly more propriety, yield up our 
own. “But I have been grofsly in- 
jured—Well, fhall I give the in- 
yurer an opportunity of robbing 
my family of, perhaps, its only 
fupport; of adding to the injury, 
by taking a life upon which the 
peace of many may depend ? If 
my antagonilt is as well {killed in 
wielding the inftrument of death as 
mytelf, the chance at lealt is equal ; 
and if he is not, it is bafeneis in the 
extreme to engage withhim. Nay, 
too often the infulter has the ad- 
vantage ; for as the challenger 
fuppotes himfelf ill ufed, this con- 
fideration frequently robs him of 
the aid of reafon, and by con- 
« fequence he cannot be under the 
command of that judgment that 
might probably point the way to 
victory. Befides, fuppofe I am fa- 
tally triumphant, grant that I have 
deprived a fellow creature of exilt- 
ence, when calm reflection fucceeds, 
willthe confideration that I havetak- 
en fuch deep revenge fet lightly up- 
on my foul? Surely, when an impor- 
tant breach is to be made in focie- 
ty ; when a perfon, poflibly in many 
refpects truly worthy, is by a vio- 
lent death to be torn fram his fam- 
ily and connexions, his offence, in 
the judgment of unimpaffioned rea- 
fon, ought to be of the deepelt die. 
Affuredly, language hath not pow, 


ers fufficiently energetic, to paint 


the audacity and folly of him who, 


ufurping that. facred charaéter—a 
man of honour—in defiance otf all 
laws, human and divine, challeng- 
eth a fellow citizen, perhaps for an 
equivocal word, to the combat of 
death! Let us attend the fyitem 
of the deliberate Quellit—A perfon 
hath incurred the difpleafure of 
one of thofe doughty heroes, and 
what is the recompenfe which he 
requires ? Great, undoubtedly : He 
will be amply revenged, for hewill 
either infilt upon yielding up his 
own life, or by taking that of his 
opponent, he will forfeit it to the 
laws of his country ; reducing him- 
felf to the neceflity of continuing, 
for the remainder of his days, a 
folitary exile! In either cafe, he 
will abandon and render defolate 
the gentle female who is wholly 
dependent upon him! The lan- 
guage of his conduct is—My help- 
lefs children, adieu for ever; in- 
ftantly your parent haftes to death 
or banifhment: Social life, thou 
haft no longer any claims upon 
me; from this hour I abjure thy 
dictates, and thy pleafures ! Com- 
mencing a wretched wanderer, or 
fleeping in the icy arms of the king 
of terrors, the luminous beams of 
reciprocal enjoyment, fhall not a- 
gain gladden my melancholy hours; 
every natural, every civil tie, by 
one effort, I burft afunder thy man- 
ifold cords; the fmiles of friend- 
fhip fhall no more affuage my an- 
guifh, nor fhall the torch ot amity 
again licht my path. Revenge, I 
am wholly thine; I fly to meet the 
grofs offender, and by thefe facri- 
fices, to avenge the outrage, which 
he fancied he might with impunity 
commit, and for which I am thus 
td 
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to become a voluntary, and a hei- 
nous tranfgreffor | Strange, mad 
reafonings thefe! Bur if the hair 
brained offender, after imbruing his 
hands in the blood of his brother, 
fhould. be feized, and arraigned be- 
fore the tribunal of that communi- 
ty to which he is-refpontible, and 
which he hath fo deeply wound- 
ed, the fifferings of his. connexions 
are greatly augmented !—When 
they behold the tender hufband, the 
indulgent parent, the obliging rela- 
tive, led forth to an ingnominious 
death, what tongue can defcribe the 
unutterable anguifh, which in a mo- 
ment fo awful, will take place in 
their lacerated bofoms, yielding 
them a prey to inquietudes, the 
corroding influence of which, even 
the lenient hand of time can hardly 
meliorate. 

It is, methinks, paffing ftrange, 
that a cuftom, doubtlefs originat- 
ing in favage life, fhould thus main- 
tain its ground, and hold fuch ex- 
tenfive {way over the civilized and 
informed mind! During the reign 
of anarchy, it cannot be matter of 
furprife, that every haughty {pirit, 
upon a /uppofed injury, thould be 
ready to throw the gauntlet in his 
own defence ; but where the Legif- 
lature, acting the part of a judicious, 
equal,‘and tender parent, opens its 
ready ear to the voice of every ra- 
tional complainant, reafon can nev- 
er fanction an appeal to the weap- 
on of death, Eventhe military hero, 
if acting up, in every refpect, to 
the duties of his profeflion, might, I 
conceive, preferve the dignity of his 
character, without putting his life 
in competition with the defperate 
bravo, who lives but to infult, and 
to trample under foot the laws of 
nature—thofe laws which are point- 
ed by reafon, and which mutt ever 
be fanctioned by propriety. 

Succeeding ages have combined 


to applaud the anfwer of Czfar, to 
the time branded, and uxorious An- 
thony. ‘Tell that vaunting chal- 
lenger, faid Cxfar ; tell Anthony, 
that if he is weary of his life, there 
is other. means of meeting death 
than upon the point of Czifar’s 
fword ; furely the manly, the ener- 
getic mind, rifling fuperior to the 
legendaries of traditior, or the ty- 
ranny of cuftom, and, influenced 
by principles truly patriotic,. will 
decifively conclude, that it is abun- 
dantly. more honorary, to referve 
his lite as a bulwark for the public 
weal, than to put to hazard his 
prefent exiftence, in any private 
quarrel, however culpable the ag- 
greflor may be. The polilhed Gree- 
ians held in the utmoft contempt 
that point of horxor, which even in 
the prefent enlightened period, is 
efteemed fo important. It was 
their pride to arm only in defence 
of their refpective republican ftates. 
A. barbarous and an uncultivated 
Scythian, we are told, witnefling a 
fpectacle that ftruck his imagina- 
tion as fhockingly derogatory, vehe- 
mently exclaimed to his Athenian 
companion, or guide, that if any 
audacious offender fhould have the 
temerity to addrefs fuch oppro- 
brious language to him, as the 
Athenians tolerated from each o- 
ther, he would foon convince him, 
that the weapon of death glittered 
not by his fide an empty and ufe- 
lefS ornament. Thefe fentiments 
predominated in the bofom of the 
untaught Scythian, and the annals 
of other times prove, that corre/- 
pondent ideas are the growth of every 
uncultivated mind. ‘To the refent- 


ments of an untutored barbarian, of 

the favage, the ferocious aborigine 

of our country, there are no bounds, 

or at leaft death only, by giving his 

viétim to elude his fury, can cancel 

his indignation—an injury of the 
r flightelt 
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flighteft kind will, not feldom, arm 
his implacable bofom with immortal 
datred ; his glowing and murderous 
anger, {toppeth not to confider the 
nature of a fault ; his haughty and 
imperious /pirit decideth in its own 
caufe ; pride takes the alarm, and 
the trivial error mult be capi- 
tally compenfated. An imaginary 
thought, a word, a look will fre- 
quently be conftrued as reflecting 
upon that vilionary being, that 
viewlefs phantom, his evanefcent dig- 
nity ; and blood only can obliterate 
the crime! The Grecian refine- 
ments, the Grecian philofophy, 
corrected thefe exceffes, which in 
an unformed, and fanguinary mind, 
fo fatally obtain. Pra&ifed in the 
benign art of focial life, they hap- 
pily acquired the knowledge of 
meeting the aggreflor upon equal 


ground ; of calculating their chaf- 
tifements upon a fcale adequate to 
the wrongs they had received ; by 
thefe efforts barring the poflibility 
of the peevifh or petulant effufions 
of a moment {welling to a deluge, 
which might, in its defolating 
progrefs, have whelmed every fo- 
cial, civil, or rational barrier. “In 
thofe warlike republics,” fays 2 
pleafing writer, «* If any citizen had 
worn armour in time of peace, he 
mutt have been regarded either as 2 
mad man, or as an aflaffin ; tor to 
the chattifed principles of Grecian 
difcipline, it would have appeared 
altogether abfurd, that the {word 
or dagger fhould be thought necef- 
fary to retaliate the reproaches of 
the tongue, or even the more daring 


infults of the arm.” 
CONSTANTIA. 


ee he L-O > PP >P OY——- 


ESSAY 


DLENESS is that wate or mif- 
application of our time wherein 
we make no exertions to be ufeful, 
either to ourfelves or others; and 
as body and foul were given us for 
the performance of laudable and 
important acts, it therefore becomes 
2 crime to difuppoint, and not to 
fulfil the wife intentions of Him 
who gave us birth. 

The fharpeft decifion given upon 
this vice that I remember to have 
met with, is by D. de la Rouche- 
foucault, who fays, that “ whatever 
fentence may be pafled upon the 
more violent paffions, fuch as Exvy, 
Rage, Fealoufy, &c. Lazinef; makers 
them all, and fwallows up both paf- 
fions and virtues ;” the definition of 
which is, that the former paffions 
being more fudden, convuliive, and 
furious, agitate the {pirits in too 
great a degree to admit of a contin- 


on IDLENESS. 


uance long enough te perform any 
actual damage on them, or make 
any further ravages, than juft to 
awaken and enliven thofe paflions 
incident to us, and which, we may 
conclude, were given us to exer- 
cife at one time or another. A 
phyfician, with whom I am well 
acquainted, affures me, that the ex- 
ercife of fuch paflions are frequent- 
ly very ufeful, and fometimes nec- 
effary, in the modes we take to pre- 
ferve our health; and it is well 
known, they are often of fervice in 
the vapours and fpleen, which [ 
take to be as creeping a diforder as 
any we are liable to, and produced 
by that torpid habit which I have 
chofen for my fubject. 

A man has been frequently 
known to fhake off a fit of Qtupidity 
by raifing his anger, on giving him 
a faucy anfwer, or a blow, where 
one 
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fpark of paflion kindled all the 
pty made jaj) life and fpirit: 
for a while; -but-whem the caufe: 
was removed, he fitiks again into 
his former vapours. I am at this 
time in friend thip with a perion who 
is in pofleffion of a good eftate, but 
being devoid of tafte, through want 
of education, and of a dull, heavy 
difpofition, he has paffed his time in 
a way very unbecoming a man, be- 
eaufe he has wafted it in a manner 
very uflefs to-himé€lf and fellow 
creatures ;. this :inattive, fpiritlefs 
turn, has kept him from perform- 


ing any thing miichievous m his’ 


hite time, becaufe that would be 
meonfiftent with his dullnefs ; and 
by the fame rule,'‘he has the like 
antipathy to exert himfelf when he 
might prove of ufe, and de good. 
His wifhes extend no farther than 
to be quiet, alone, and in ob{curity ; 
fociety is become a perfect annoy- 
ance to him. So that the conver- 
fation of his. own fpecies, or the 
howling of wild beafts, would be 
equally harmonious or dilturbing. 
The humming of a fly has been 
the occafion of his uttering fifty 
eurfes, and the rumbling of a cart 
has made him diitracted ; thefe lit- 
tle workings or agitations, however, 
are fo far from removing this le- 
thargick diftemper of his, that he 
is only led to an increafe of it the 
hext minute. 

He enjoys, amd is wound up in 
his fpleen, as fome animals delight 
moft to be wrapped up in their own 
filth ; he has a very attentive wife, 
who leaves no method untried to 
root out his difeafe, wpon which ac- 
count, the footman is now every 
day inftructed to tread upon his 
toes, to talk to him faucily, or to 
joftle him as he walks, in order to 
roufe him, and make him pluck up 
his fpirits ; but thefe milder tricks 
beginning to lofe their effect, the 


maid has got her direétions to 
fnatch away his pipe, and the day 
follawing to difcharge fome foul 
water upon him as by accident. 
The good lady ‘has many more of 
thefe contrivances in agitation ; fuch 
as difcharging a piltol at his ear, 
burning his noftrils by chance with 
a hot knitting needle, fyringing his 
ears by flealth, or fealding his legs 5 
but after all, it will be impoflible 
to eradicate this confirmed habit. 

Many fuch examples as thefe 
might be brought to prove the af- 
fertions of my French author, by 
fhewing the fuperior power of La- 
zinefs in oppofition to the other 
paflions, none of which are ftrong 
enough to get the better of it. But 
then it is deftructive only where it 
fixes on thofe men who are like an 
uncultivated piece of land, without 
education, who have never had their 
underftandings and tafte enlarged 
or opened, by which the paflions 
within us are awakened 3 that cw 
riofity and thirft for knowledge, 
which is naturalto the human mind, 
lies dormant, aid almoft extinguifhe 
ed, in fuch men, and renders them 
inanimate ; the want of this ambi- 
tion for knowledge leaves fo large a 
vacuity for Idlenefs, that it takes* 
full poffeffion of its object, is always 
predomimant, fhews iticlf in every 
circumitance of life, and a man is 
feldom known to extricate himfelf 
from it as long as he lives. 

Thus, although the fiercer paf& 
fions have a more powerful mo- 
mentary ftrength, and the fmart is 
more fenfibly Fit for the time they 
laf{ ; yet, the fting wears away ; 
we difmifs the pain, and no wound 
or blemith is left in our minds ; be- 
fides, we have a kind of ——— 
from our violent and furious pal- 
fions, and therefore can fometimes 
prepare for them, and avert their 
danger. We have before or 
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the caufes of ¢hof paflions, and the 
pathions themfelves, and by feeing 
the confequences, of them once, we: 
may be probably guided, and con+ 
duct ourielves fo. as: to avoid them in 
future. .. But.it is widely different 
with items this makes flower and 
more gradual attacks, performs its 
offices by ftealth,. is very crafty, 
gentle, and :infinuating in its’ ap- 
proach ; and when once it has ac- 
complithed its entrance, our minds’ 
are weakened and enfeebled, and 
all methods to remove it are ufes 
lef$ and ineffectual. 

- But havingproduced every proof 
in my thoughtsto illuftrate what the 
Frenchman affirms, and how farhe 
is in the right, E propofe to examine 
how far we may reckon him too 
precipitate and decifive, and wheth- 
¢r we cannot in fome meafure mit- 
igate his decree, and find him a 
alittle in the wrong ; but this divi- 
fion of my fubject being of a totter- 
ing and delicate nature, I fhall 
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touch it very gently, and with great 
tendernefs, -.1 will ‘only at prefent 
repeat my obférvation, that as /d/e 
nefs produces the worlt confequens 
ces in the uninformed and uneduca- 
ted mind, and in them is’ a founda- 
tion for all the vices in nature; fo 
Leifure and’. Relaxation, which 
comes under the name of Jdlene/s; 
is appropriated to nobler purpofes 
by ‘men of learning, tafte, and re- 
flection. . His thoughts ate engag- 
ed in an unfathomable purfuit ; ev- 
every advance he makes in know- 
ledge is an additional point of his 
happinefs, and as virtue is the foun- 
tain from which his ideas are water 
ed, there is a good’ profpectt of a 
fruitful crop, although bodily em- 
ployment may be-wholly out of the 
queftion, and fuch a man may be 
allowed with fafety to be idle, or at 
leifure, and free from the incum- 
brance of labour, or the toils and 
cares of a buftling world. ) 
[ Lond. Mag. 


RUSSIAN MARRIAGES anv FUNERALS. 


HE Ruflians may not marry 
any one that is related to 
them within the fourth generation ; 
thofe of an equal degree of confan- 
guinity call each other brother and 
filter, with the diftinction of firft, 
fecond, and fo on, tothe fourth de- 
gree ; and thofe of a higher or lower 
degree, are called uncles, nephews, 
&c. with the fame diitinétion. 
They have a very ridiculous cuf- 
tom at their funerals. Jutt before 
the coffin is thut up, the father con- 
fetlor of the deceafed, puts a tefli- 
menial or pafs, for the other world, 
in writing, between the fingers of 
the corpfe, in thefe words :— We 
N. N. do certify by thefe prefents, 
that the bearer hereof hath always 
behaved himfelf and lived among 
us as became a good Chrillian, 


profefling the Greek religion ; and 
although he may have committed 
fome fins, he hath confefled the 
fame, whereupon he hath received 
abfoluiion and taken the commu- 
nion for the remiffion of his fins. 
That he hath honoured God and his 
faints ; that he hath not neglected 
his prayers, and hath fafted on the 
hours and days appointed by the 
Church ; that he hath always be- 
haved himfelf towards me, who 
am his confeffor, in fuch a manner 
that I have no reafon to complain 
of him, or to deny him the abfolu- 
tion of his fins. In witnefs where- 
of we have given him thefe teftimo- 
nials, to the end that St. Peter, 
upon fight of them, may not deny 
him the opening of the gate to 
eternal bliis.”” 


The 
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The SPECULATOR. 


1794. 265 
No. Il. 


fA Britifh Periodical Work.]} 


E’quanto @ dir qual era, é cofa dura, 
Quefa felva felvaggia ed afpra e forte 


Che nel penfier rinnuova la paura— 


Tanto ¢ amara, che pocco é pit morte t 
Ma per trattar del ben, chi vi trovai, 


Dird del altre cofe, chi who foorte. 


DANTE, 


The place I know not where I chanc’d to rove ; 
It was a wood fo wild it wounds me fore 
But to remember with what ills | ftrove : 
Such {till my dread, that death is little more. 
But I will tell the good which there I found : 


High things “twas there my fortune to explore. 


T was evening, when Wolkmar 
and his dog, almoit fpent with 
fatigue, defcended one of the moun- 
tains in Switzerland ; the fun was 
dilated in the horizon, and threw a 
tint of rich crimfon over the waters 
of a neighbouring lake; on each 
fide rocks of varied form, their 
green heads glowing in the beam, 
were {warded with fhrubs that hung 
feathering from their fummits, and 
at whe iewiien was heard the rufhing 
a troubled ftream. 

"ait this fcenery, our traveller, 
far from any habitation, wearied, 
and uncertain of the road, fought 
for fome excavation in the rock, 
wherein he might repofe him(elf ; 
and having at length difcovered 
fuch a fituation, fell faft afleep upon 
fome withered leaves. His dog fat 
watching at his feet, a {mall bandle 
of linen and a ftaff were placed 
befide him, and the red rays of the 
declining fun, having pierced 
through the fhrubs that concealed 
the retreat, gleamed on the Jan- 
guid features of his belove 
ter. 

And long be thy reft, O Wolk- 
mar! may fleep fit pleafant on thy 
foul! Unhappy man! war hath 
eftranged thee from thy native vil- 


Vel. VI. B 


maf- 


HAYLEY. 


lage ; war, unnatural war, fnatch- 
ed thee from thy Fanny and her 
infant. Where art thou, beft of 
wives ? thy Wolkmar lives ! ’twas 
error fpread his death. Thou 
fled’ft ; thy beauty caught the eye 
of power ; thou fled’it with thy in- 
fant and thy aged father. Unhap- 
py woman! thy hufband feeketh 
thee over the wilds of Switzerland. 
Long be thy reft, O Wolkmar ! 
may fleép fit pleafant on thy foul! 
Yet not long did Wolkmar reft ; 
ftarting, he beheld the dog, who, 
feizing his coat, had fhook it with 
violence ; and having thoroughly 
awakened him, whining, licked his 
face, and fprang through the thick- 
et. Wolkmar, eagerly following 
difcerned at fome diflance a man 
gently walking down the declivity 
of the oppofite hill, and his own 
dog running with fullfpeed towards 
him. ‘The fun yet threw athwart 
the vale rays of a blood-red *hue, 
the fky was overcaft, and a few big 
round drops ruftled through the 
drooping leaves. Wolkmar fat him 
down, the dog now fawned upon 
the man, then bounding ran before 
him.. The curiofity of Wolkmar 


was roufed, he rofe to meet the 
ftratiger, who, as he drew near, 2p- 
peared 
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peared old, very old, his fteps fearce 
fupporting with a itaff; a blue 
mantle was wrapped around him, 
and his hair and beard, white as 
fnow, and waving to the breeze of 
the hill, received from beneath a 
dark cloud, the laft deep crimfon 
of the fetting fun. 

The dog now ran wagging his 
tail, fit{t to his matter, and then to 
the ftranger, leaping upon each 
with marks of the uitmott rapture, 
iill too rudely expreffing his joy, 
the old man tottering, fell at the 
toot of a blaited beech, that ftood 
at the bottom of the hill. Wolk- 
mar haftened to his relief, and had 
juft reached the fpot, when ftarting 
back, he exclaimed, “* My father, 
© my father !”? Gothre, for fo the 
old man was called, faw and knew 
his fon, a fmile of ectacy lighted 
up his features, a hectic flufhed: his 
cheek, his eyes beamed tranfport 
through the waters that fuffufed 
them, ; and ftretching forth his arms, 
he faintly uttered, “ My beloved 
fon !” Nature could nomore: The 
bloom upon his withered cheek 
fled faft away, the dewy luftre of 
his eye grew dim, the throbbing of 
his heart oppreffed him, and ftrain- 
ing Woikmar with convulfive ener- 
gy, the laft long breath of aged 
Gothre fled cold acrofs the cheek of 
his fon. 

The night grew dark and un- 
lovely, the moon ftruggled to ap- 
pear, and by fits her pale light 
itreamed acrofs the lake, a fileacie 
deep and terrible prevailed, unbro- 
ken but by a cold fhrick, that at 
intervals died along the valley. 
Wolkmar lay entranced upon the 
dead body of his father, the dog 
ftood motionlefs by his fide ; but 
at laft alarmed, he licked their 
faces, and pulled his matter by the 
coat, till having in vain endeavour- 
ed toawaken them, he ran howling 


dreadfully along the valley ; the 
demon of the night trembled on 
his hill of ftorms, and the rocks 
returned a deepening echo. 

Wolkmar at laft awoke, a cold 
fweat trickled over his forehead, ev- 
ery mufele fhook with horror, and, 
kneeling by the body of Gothre, 
he wept aloud. ‘“ Where is my 
Fanny,” he exclaimed, “ Where 
fhall I find her; oh! that thou 
had’ft told me the yet lived, good 
old man! if alive, my God, the 
mult be near: The night i is darky 
thefe mountains are unknown to 
me.” As he fpoke, the illumined 
edge of a cloud fhone on the face 
of Gothre, a {mile yet dwelt upor 
his features ; “ Smileft thou, my 
father,” faid Wolkmar, “ J feel it 
at my heart ; all fhall yet be well.” 
The night again grew dark, and 
Wolkmar, retiring a few paces 
from his father, threw himfelf on 
the ground. 

He had not continued many 
rainutes in this {ituation, before the 
diftant found of voices itruck his 
ear; they feemed to ifiue from dif- 
ferent parts of the valley, and two 
or three evidently approached the 
fpot where Gothre lay ; the name 
of Gothre was at length loudly 
repeated, and Gothre ! Gothre ! 
mournfully ran from rock to rock. 
Wolkmar, ftartingfrom theground, 
fighed with anxiety and apprehen- 
fion, leaning forward he liltened 
with fearful aporehenlion, but the 
beating of his heart appalled him. 
The cog who, at firft alarmed, 
had crept to his mafter’s feet, began 
now to bark with vehemence ; fud- 
denly the voices ceafed, and Wolk- 
mar thought he heard the foft and 
quick tread of people faft approach- 
ing. At this moment, the moon 
burit from behind a dark cloud, 
and fhone full on the dead body ot 
Gothre. A thrill fhriek pierced 
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the air, and a young woman rufh- 
ing forward fell on the body of Go- 
thre. “* Oh, my Billy,” fhe exclaim- 
ed to a little boy, who ran up to 
her oxt of breath, “ fee your belov- 
ed Gothre' he is gone for ever, 


gone heaven and left us. O my 
. is" 9 ola frs , 
poor i! (clafpmg the boy, 
who cried moft bitterly) what 
fhall we do without him, what will 


become of us, we will die alfo, my 
Gothre is gone to your own 
ner, and they are both hap- 
‘er, my Billy,” pointing to 
n. 
kmar, in the mean time, 
enveloped with fhade, his 
irms ttretched out, motionlefs, and 
fxed in filent aftonifhment ; his 
tongue clove to the roof of his 
mouth, and he faintly and with dif- 
ficulty uttered, * My Fanny, my 
child!” His accents reached her 
ear, the fprang wildly from the 
ground, “ Itis my Wolkmar’s 
‘¢ fpirit,”? fhe exclaimed. The fky 
initantly cleared all around, and 


1794. 267 


Wolkmar burft upon her fight. 
They ruthed together, fhe fainted. 
“© God of mercies !” cried Wolk- 
mar, “ if thou wilt not drive me 
mad,reltorehertolife: Shebreathes, 
I thank thee, O my God, fhe 
breathes ! the wife of Wolkmar 
lives !”? Fanny recovering, felt the 
warm embrace of her beloved huf- 
band ; “ Dear, dear Wolkmar,” 
fhe faintly whifpered, “ ‘Thy Fan- 
ny—I cannot {peak ; my Wolk- 
mar, I am too happy ; fee our 
Billy !” The boy had crept clofe to 
his father, and was clafping him 
round the knees. The tide of af- 
fection ruthed impetuoufly through 
the bofom of Wolkmar, “ it prefles 
on my heart,” he faid, “I cannot 
bear it.””?’ Thedomettics, whom Fan- 
ny had brought with her, croud- 
ed round ; “ Let us kneel,” faid 
Wolkmar, round the body of aged 
Gothre :” They knelt around, the 
moon fhone fwectly on the earth, 
and the fpirit of Gothre pafled by; 
he faw his childera, and was happy. 
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ALEXIS: Or, The Corracz in the Woops. 


[¥ROM THE FRENCH. | 


(Continued from the 214th page.) 


PART FIRST. 


Acexrs is received in the Cottave—The 
latter defcribed.—Character of its in- 
habitants —Aexts relates his adven- 
tures. 


CHAPTER WG 
SENTIMENTAL WALKS.—MY SETTING OUT 
IN THE WORLD. 

N the mean time I grew up, and 
every day added fomething to 

my accomplilhments ; but of what 
ufe were they to me? Mufic, in 
which I was atolerable adept, far 
from having thofe charms which 
every other perfon finds in it, tired 
and wearied me. Ihad no oppor- 
tunity to diiplay it. I went to no 


concert, not even to a play, and 
was reduced to fing fuch folitary 
airs as Mr. Dumont chole to place 
before me. 

He painted fociety in fuch od:- 
ous colours, that I was far trom 
begging him to introduce me any 
where ; our fole amufement was to 
walk in the country, We always 
reaped fome advantage from theie 
excurfions ; nothing to us was an 
object of indifference, and we made 
comments upon every litile inci- 
dent that prefented itfelf. 

One day we returned from Belly- 
ville, by a path leading through 
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the fields ; the fun was funk beneath 
the horizon, and the difk of the 


moon proclaimed the empire of 


night. We perceived ayoung man 
behind a buth at fome diltance from 
our path, fighing and uttering fuch 
loud complaints as reached our 
ears. We could plainly fee him 
hold a piftol, which he loaded with 
apparent halfte, and applied it re- 
peatedly to his mouth. At firf 
we were apprehentive for ourfelves, 
but finding that the flranger did 
not perccive us, and was apparently 
ftruggling in deep defpair, we yield- 
ed to compaflion. We ap proach- 
ed the hedge flowly, and could 
hear him utter thefe words in a 
diftrated manner with a low voice 
interrupted by fighs—* Let me fin- 
ifh ! Let this moment terminate 
my fufferings ! 1 have lof my all! 
Death is but a flumber, I will fleep 
then, and fuffer no more.” 

Thefe expreffions roufed the in- 
dignation of Mentor: He plainly 
faw that the man was a materialitt, 
and he detefted that impious fect. 
Yet pity, and a defire of reclaim- 
ing him to reafon, determined him 
to convince him of his error, if pof- 
fible, and fave his life. “ Ah! fir, 
what are you doing ?” cried he, 
difeovering himfeif; can you en- 
tertain fo bad an opinion of your- 
felf, and of the Being that made 
yon ?” 

The flrancer, furprifed at the 
fudden apparition of a priefi anda 
young man, was ftruck, but com- 
pofine himfelf, anfwered Mr. Du- 
mont—** What is my way of think- 
ingto you? Are you, fir, to an- 
fwer for me? Let us s be fhort, I 
have no time to dif ipu ite e with you, 
IT muff get rid of my | 
“Wh i prompts 


te, | mutft.”’ 
vou to fo raf a 
deed ??—L very thing ; diftre’s and 


atotal want of refources.”—“« Ar 
your age do you defpair of provi- 
. Vv i 


dence.”—“ Mere words.”—« Ve. 
ry efficacious words. But what 
impels you to a deed fo unworthy 
of a man of courage? Your exterior 
fhows that it is not diftrefs ?’——« [r 
is nothing clie 1 afiure you.” 

Young man, be calm, difclofe 
your heart. My profeflion fhall be 
the pledge of my difcretion and pro- 
bity. Relate your misfortunes.” 

« What can it avail ?’?—* I may 
perhaps, be of fome fervice to you ; 
hear me, you are unfortunate, I 
have been the fame, and the boy 
whom you fee here has been unfor- 
tunate, and his fituation perhaps is 
worle than yours ! Come, my 
dear friend, give me the piftol, and 
take my hand; Sit down by your 
two friends upon this rifing turf! I 
am concerned for you ; how happy 
fhould I be if I could—but—this 
is the murdering weapon. Away 
with the inftrument of celeftial 
wrath, I will have you to live.” 

Dumont, with this, threw away 
the piftol which the young man 
had given him, and both-fat down 
on the turf: I followed them fhiv- 
ering, and within myfelf taxed 
my preceptor with imprudence. 
Acquainted as was I with his mif- 
truftful difpofition, he now furpriz- 
ed me, and his humanity alone 
pleaded for him.” 

The ftranger related a feries of 
adverfe in cidents, which 1 thall not 
recapitulate, and concluded, that 
having been fecretary to one count 
D'Ercville, he had been eammed 
in a difgraceful way through th 
treachery of a frien nd, and ¥ as of 
courfe without fhelter or refourc 
Mr. Dumont, git e moved at His 
tory, confi led him, made a tender 
of his fervices, and cave him from 
his purfea louis d’or. The ftran- 
ger thanked him in the warmeft 
manner. This gratitude touchec 


3 
me, and I was preparing to beftow 
the 
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the fame favour upon him: But 
judge my furprize! At the fight 
of the gold, which feemed to dazzle 
his eyes, the villain turned quite 
pale, and in the rudeft manner cri- 
ed, “ What, do you confine your 
liberality to fo trifling a gift ? Why, 
have you not more money ? I infiit 
upon having all.”—“ O heavens, 
thou wretch.”—-“« I am a wretch, 
and capable of-—this inftant give 
me what you have, or your life !” 

Fear, furprize, and indignation 
overwhelmed our fenfes. We rofe 
and looked around, if any perion 
could affift us; but the darknefs 
of the place. prevented our feeing 
any thing, and we were defencelefs. 
The wretch produced another pif- 
tol, which he had no doubt pro- 
vided for the purpofe. What a 
fituation was ours! After having 
loaded him with reproaches, we 
confented to give him our all, but 
the rufhan fecing our watch chains 
demanded them alfo. Mine was 
too dear to me to confent to lofe 
it. This enraged me, I pulled out 
my knife and ttepping backwards : 
“© Traitor,” cried I, “thou fhalt 
not have it, without my life.’’? Mr. 
Dumont, encouraged by my beha- 
viour, rufhed upon the robber, and 
wrelted from his hands the piitol 
with which he threatened to blow 
out my brains. But I know not 
how the matter would have ended, 
but for the unforefeen affiftance 
which heaven fent us in that ex- 
tremity. A waggoner’s whip, and 
the diftant rattling of a carriage 
fuddenly ftruck our ears. This, 
which revived hope in our breatts, 
eave fuch terror and difmay to our 
enemy, that he flew from us acrofs 
the plain, and thns delivered us 
from the danger we were in. 

We now looked at one another 
for fome time unable to utter a 


word ; and in, this fituation the 
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waggoner found us. He looked 
at us, and frightened at the fight 
of the piitol which Mr. Dumont 
ftill held in his hand, afked us what 
we were doing ? *“* Ah, my friend,” 
cried my tutor, “to you we owe 
our lives ; a wretch has juft robbed 
us; I was ftrong enough to attack 
him and he made off on your ap- 
proach.” ‘The waggoner afked for 
the pifto], and endeavoured to fire 
it in the air, but to the furprize 
of us allit was zot loaded. We 
then told him our adventure, and 
entreated his company and protec- 
tion until we fhould reach the porie 
St. Antoine. ‘This he readily com- 
plied with, and we fet out together, 
but not without a mixture of uneafi- 
nefs ; for we were fo difconcerted 
by the treachery of the ftranger, 
as every now and then to look 
around us, believing him at our 
heels. 

Having reached the port St. An- 
toine, we had it not in our power 
to reward our guide as we could 
have wilhed, having now nota 
farthing left. Mr. Dumont gave 
him our addrefs, and defired him 
to come and fee us next day ; but 
whether from modefty and difin- 
tereltednefs, he never came, nor did 
we ever afterwards hear of him. 

When arrived at the college, 
Dumont faid, “ What a lefion ! 
what a fad leffon, my dear dif- 
ciple ! Such are men! Such are 
thofe traitors, thofe montters of in- 
gratitude ; they plungea dagyer 
in your breaft the very. moment 
you give them affiitance. After 
fuch conduét, oblige them! Be 
humane, fecling, generous! You 
fee how they acknowledge our kind- 
nefs !”—« But, fir, are they all of 
that dijpofition ?’——** All, my dear 
youth; they donot politively at- 
tack you, piltol in hand, as this 
ruffian has done, but they — 
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der you, they will afperfe your 
character, and defame you private- 
ly. One will without pity affaffi- 
mate you in one fenfe. This has 
no principle, no character, and of 
courfe no gratitude. That is all 
warmth, all zeal, all heart: But 
by due inference, he has paflions 
which will break the tie that unites 
them to you. 

‘‘ There are fome who love you 
fincerely, who profefs a real attach- 
ment to your intereft ; with your 
friends they are your friends, but 
with your enemies they will a& as 
enemies. In company with the 
latter, they, bya motive of zeal 
will defend you, but they gradu- 
ally yield, and at length grant all 
that your enemies have to fay a- 
gaint you. 

*‘ Such is the return for obliga- 
tions conferred. Iam, however, 
of opinion that the generous heart 
fhould not be difmayed, if it meets 
with ingratitude ; and fhould make 
an effort of noble perfeverance, and 
be on its guard. As for my own 
part I ought not to have confided 
in the traitor who has thus bafely 
deceived us. ‘he firft words [ 
heard him utter were blafphemous. 
I ought to have forefeen his vil- 
lainy, for men without religion are 
not fufceptible of virtuous fenti- 
ments.”——“ The piftol with which 
he threatened us was, however, not 
loaded : He furely mult have 
known that; it muft have been the 
fight of our gold alone that made 
him break through all bounds.” 

«¢ This is another fatal vice ; The 
fordid paflion hatched in an abject, 
indelicate heart.”—** But, fir, ex- 
treme want ! may it not fometimes 
—’—* Extreme want! No, my 
dear friend, never. An honeft man 
fulfers, fighs, and is fatistied with 
the cafual relief afforded by human- 
ity and generolity. We may alfo 
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fpeak of fociety in regard to this 
vice. Be you ever fo rich, ever fo 
liberal to the indigent whe furround 
you they are never fatisfied. The 
will have youto ftrip yourfelf to 
ferve them, or at leaft with to be 
your equal. Covetoufnefs, ambi- 
tion, and avarice prey upon them ; 
they become infatiable by frefh fa. 
vours conferred. You can fcarcely 
expect from them the leaft grati- 
tude.” 

All the advice given me by Mr. 
Dumont, was, like this, wife and 
tempered by reflection. It crept 
into my mind and ftrengthened my 
refolution of {hunning all mankind, 
whom I confidered in the wort 
poflible light. 

Here Alexis fufpended his narra- 
tive in order to partake of the 
nouriihment fo much wanted by the 
three travellers. Clara ferved up 
fome boiled vegetables, fruit, and 
a little miik, and the four fat down 
to a meal which health and appe- 
tite rendered exquifite. When the 
meal was over Candor begged his 
young gueft to proceed with his 
ftory, which feemed greatly to 
interelt him, They all refumed 
their former places, and Alexis, 
after fignifying that his adventures 
were drawing to a conclution, con- 
tinued with fuch a grace and win- 
ning addrefs, as totally conquered 
the hearts of thofe who made him 
fo kindly welcome, 

Mr. Dumont conceived a pro- 
ject which he communicated to me. 
Ee was determined to obtain every 
particular refpecting the character 
of the man who frightened us in the 
plains of Belleville ; and his end 
for doing it, he faid, was to illuf- 
trate the better by example, the 
moral leffons he had given me. 

The ftranger in relating his hifto- 
ry had difcovered that he had been 
formerly fecretary to count D’Ere- 
ville. 
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ville. This count had then his 
fon at college, and of all my fellow- 
ftudents, the young count was the 
only one with whom | was inti- 
mate. I remarked in him no ef- 
fential qualities, but he appeared 
lefs degenerate than the relt. As 
I was a proficient in mufic, he had 
repeatedly invited me to his father’s 
houfe to hear his fifter, who, he 
faid, was a capital performer on 
the piano forte. Mr. Dumont, 
feeling averfe to my going into 
company, had always rejected the 
polite offer of my young friend, 
but curious to dive into our adven- 
ture at Belleville, he finally yielded 
to young D’Ereville’s folicitations, 
and we engaged ourfelves for the 
firft holiday : I took with me fome 
pieces of mufic, and with Mr. Du- 
mont fet out from the college. 

It was about four o’clock when 
we arrived at the count’s houfe. 
The fervant gave in our names, 
and introduced us to a hall fump- 
tuoufly furnifhed, where, in a circle 
of eight or ten cavaliers, we found 
it difficult to diftinguifh the mafter 
of the houfe. The young count, 
however, prefented us to his father 
and mother, and the reception they 
gave us was certainly flattering. 
Soon after my friend having inform- 
ed them that I was a performer, 
they exprefled a curiofity to hear 
me. I objected for fome time, and 
begged Mifs D’Ereville to give us 
a dilplay of her talents, but as fhe 
refufed I was obliged to comply. 
I fat down and fung to my own 
accompaniment a kind of fong, the 
words and mufic of which I had 
compofed. At the end of my fong, 
the whole company beltowed on 
me fuch compliments as I certainly 
did not deferve, and begged for a 
copy of my jong, which I promifed. 
Miis D’Ereville, in her turn, per- 
formed, with a moft ungraceful air, 
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a fonata of my matter’s compofi+ 
tion, which the badnefs of her per- 
formance could hardly make me 
diftinguifh. Notwithftanding, the 
whole company claped their hands, 
feigned great rapture, and beftowed 
the moit exaggerated praife on Mifs 
D’Ereville, the little creature re- 
ceived them with an air of felf-fuf- 
ficiency, always proceeding from 
thofe vain and high notions which 
people conceive of their own merit. 

The inftruments were now laid 
afide, the vifitors formed a circle, 
and the converfation became gen- 
eral. “ Is it not long,” madame 
D’Ereville afked a young officer, 
with a mean and haughty counte- 
nance, “ Is it not long fince you 
have feen the chevalier D’A*** ?” 
« Long, indeed,” anfwered the of- 
ficer, * I do not know what be- 
comes of him. He forfakes all 
his friends, which is fhameful.”— 
«* Love decoys him from the bofom 
of friendthip,” replied a perfon who 
appeared the prefident of our circle. 
—‘“ Well,” anfwered a lufty abbé, 
“ has he left his fille D’Opera ?”’— 
“ Ono!” continues an old baron- 
efs, quite loaded with diamonds : 
“ they live ftilltogether. Isitnota 
mott degenerate tafte ? He fhould at 
leat have paid his addrefles to fome 
woman of quality."—“ By the 
bye,” \fays the abbé, “ he is fit for 
the beft company.”—* We know 
him better,” anfwered the officer. — 
«* How do you make that out ?” 
afkedmadameD’Ereville. “ How, 
do you wot know it,”? anfwered the 
abbe.”—* No, I don’t, pray tell 
me.”’—“ He is a baftard, he is, in- 
deed, he is the fon of count D’A*** 
and a woman whofe name has never 
been known.”— What, are you 
fure of this, abbé ?’—-* Very iure, 
he imparted it in confidence to me.” 
—‘* How then came he by the 
title of chevalier ??-—“ Q! his is a 
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title one may eafily take.”—*“ Soft- 
ly, abbé,” replied the fparkling bar- 
onefs, “ he is legitimated, hits fa- 
ther took care of that.’—« He 
fays fo, perhaps.” —* O! it . very 
true, I have been intimate for fix 
months with the chevalier D’A*** 
and have feen his diploma more 
than once.”—* Why, diplomas 
may be now got eafily.”— I can- 
not believe it,’ ’ purfued madame 
D’Ereville ! * the chevalier a baf- 
tard ! how could fuch a man be ad- 
mitted into company !’’—* Never 
mind that,” anfwered the dowager, 
s¢ the Indies like him.”—* To be 
fure,’’ anfwered the countefs, with 
a malicious fneer, “ thofe ladies 
that are plenty.”—* Why he makes 
his choice : That is fomething, 
however.”’——“ He does not take the 
lovelieft.”—-** Oh,” {aid the prefi- 
dent, with a bitter fmile, “ he al- 
ways takes care that Plutus indem- 
nifics him for the ill favour of na- 
ture.” At this vulgar bon mot, the 
whole company burit into laugh- 
ter. The baronefs only feemed to 
be enraged ; fhe rofe, faluted the 
company, and departed. One af- 





ter another left the room in the 
fame manner, and ill natured re. 
flections were pafled at the expenfe 
of every one of them. 

We carried away from this houfe 
ample matter for reflection, and be. 
gan to philofophize as foon as we 
reached the college. 

“ My dear difciple,” faid Mr. 
Dumont, “ you have now feen 
company, and how do you like it ?” 
— It appears fo odious to me 
that I never with to fee it again.”— 
“T fhall forbear advifing youon that 
head. The example which chance 
has furnifhed you with, ought to 
make a fufficient impreffion upon 
your mind. I thall only reflect 
upon the conduct of the young 
man, who ufed us fo perfidioufly 
on the road to Belleville, what do 
you think of him ?’ WhenI gave 
him my opinion he added a num- 
ber of reflections on the fubject, 
and advifed me againft keeping 
company with young D’Ereville, 
of whom he had now reafons to 
form a very bad opinion. 


(To be continued.) 
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That ftate is préfperous, happy, bleft, and free, 
Where order triumphs, from confufion free. 


SAID that genuine liberty re- 

cognifed her fyftems, her laws, 
and her regular chain of fubordina- 
tion; to all of which fhe exacted 
the mott fcrupulous obedience; and, 
if this were not true, I confefs that 
J, for one, fhould be inclined to 
deprecate her domination. Sure- 


ly, that ftlate muft be fruitful of 


calamities, which admitteth not an 
acknowledged fuperiority ; where 
every perfon hath, in every refped, 





an abfolute and uncontrolable right 

to confult his own feelings, fubmit- 
ting himfelf to no other empire, than 
that of his, or her wayward paf- 
fions. It is not, in every fenfe, 
true, that Nature is equal in her 
productions. The fame plaftic hand 


that formed a Newton, lends exift- 
ence to an oyiter. Nature levels 
and diverlifies her wide extended 
lawns, winds her ferpentine walks, 
and fpreads her ample fields 5, but 
fhe 
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fhe alfm ere&s her mounds, fafhions 
her knolls, elevates her aclivities, 
and piles together her ftupendous 
mountains. The ocean rolls one 
vat world of waters ; but the little 
ftream murmurs gently and pleaf> 
ingly along. The huge leviathan; 
and the polypus, are alike inhabit- 
ants of the fea. The elephant, and 
the tatou, the oftrich, and the hum- 
ming bird, refpire in our world, 
while naturalifts ate at a lofs even 
to name the numerous grades; 
which make up and complete the 
fhades between thefe extremes. A 
various growth of flowers pleafe 
the eye; vegetables fuftain and 
nourith ; fruits regale the palate ; 
und poifonous plants, obtaining a 
Juxuriant growth, rear their bale- 
ful heads. To trace the varieties 
of nature, is indeed a fruitful avo- 
cation ; the region of fancy is ftock- 
ed with reflections, while, to the 
curious obferver, engaged in the 
puriuit, hardly an hour revolves, 
which produces not an acceflion of 
ideas. Light and thade are pro- 
ductive of the fineft effet ; the eye 
is offended by a continuity of the 
fame objects ; hills and vallies fuc- 
ceeding each other, furnith the moft 
enchanting views; the interjacent 
plain is pleafingly terminated by 
the fequeltered grove; the glade 
beautifully diverfifies the forett ; 
and yonder tall majeftic eminence, 
is gracefully fkirted by the enamel- 
led meadow which is out fpread 
beneath. The feafons fucceed each 
other,.and the revolutions of day 
and night, poflefling their peculiar 
charms, are falutary and grateful. 
Nor is this multiformity obfervable 
only in the lefs nobler parts of the 
creation: The human being has 
varieties, Which may almoft be pro- 
nounced endlefs. The degrees of 
intellect, if we may judge by effects, 
are very unequally proportioned. 
Fol. VA. 


Now a luminous genius darts thro” 
the complicated arrangements of 
nature ; its pervading ken is fubtil 
and energetic ; its powers are ade- 
quate to refearches the moft pro- 
found ; it invefligates, and ob{curi- 
ty isno more ; the arcanas of ages, 
yielding to its animated and eluci- 
dating grafp, relinquitheth the im- 
penetrable veil; its verfatility, and 
the depth of its obfervations are 
aftoniihing ; and, amid the blaze 
ot refulgent day, it lifts its afpiring 
head. ‘The natal place of this lu- 
minary, the fame village, perhaps 
the fame family, uihered into being 
the unfortunate idiot, whofe facul- 
ties are fcarcely adequate to the ab- 
folute calls of exiltence! Some 
dignified minds, born to all the en- 
ergy of being, devote their time 
and talents to inform, to rectify, 
to improve, and in every fenfe to 
benefit mankind ; others again, are 
fo abforbed in felf, that were it not 
for the catalogue of their individu- 
al wants and withes, we ihould not 
know that they continued to vege- 
tate. If perfons of this defcription 
have any principles but that of felf 
love, they are fo completely under 
the direction of, and affimilated by 
this their ruling paffion, that it is dif- 
ficult to trace, in their actions, the 
fmalleft veflige of a foreign influ- 
ence. Is it jult to refufe to merit its 
unqueltionable dues ? Is it equitable 
to deny to virtue the palm of hon- 
our? Or, ought we to hefitate 
in doing reverence to a fuperiority 
indubitable and decided ? 

Where is unvaried equality to be 
found ? Not in heaven, for there 
are principalities and powers; Not, 
certainly, in any of the diftributions 
which we have traced on earth; 
for it is unqueftionable, that varie- 
ty conftitutes one of the principal 
beauties in the arrangements of na- 
ture. Nor is it the growth of the 
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tartarean regions; for there the 
arch fiend exercifeth thofe powers, 
which proclaim his regality. And, 
even Licentioufnefs haw her chofen 
favourites, whom fhe conftituteth 
chief of the favage band of mur- 
derers. I donot fay, that my read- 
ing and obfervation ate fufliciently 
extenfive to decide ; but were I to 
hazard a conjecture, I would fug- 
geit, that from the days of that 
firft murderer who flew his broth- 
er, the levelling fcheme hath, ftria- 
ly fpeaking, continued a chimera, 
fleating only in the brain of the 
fipeculatift, or figuring fplendidly in 
the theories, which his fertile imag- 
ination hath commitlioned to iflue 
trom the prefs. Perhaps the mon- 
arch of literature, however rich in 
refources, could not have hit upon 
an expedient more effectually cal- 
culated to flath conviction upon the 
feelings of a certain female bifto- 
rian, of no inconfiderable merit 
notwithftanding, than when waiting 
upon her, in her decent apartments 
in the city of London, and aflum- 
ing the humble and ferious features 
of conviction, he addreffed her to 
the following effec :—Madam, in- 
fluenced by your good fenfe, and 
the irrefragable ftrength of your 
arguments, you at this moment be- 
hold before you, the profelyte of 
your opinions. I am at length con- 
fident, that the children of men are 
all upon an equal footing; and, 


- 


Madam, to give you proof pofitive, 
that I am indeed a convert, here is 
a.very fenfible, civil, worthy, well- 
behaved citizen, your footinan ; I 
make it my requett, that he may be 
permitted to fit down and dine with 
us. Door Johnfon, upon this, or 
fome fimilar occafion, made a te- 
mark, which, agreeably to the gen- 
eral tenour of his obfervations, car- 
ricth its evidence along with it, and 
which the experience of every day 
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may ferve to corroborate. “ Your 
levellers,” faid the Doétor, “ with to 
level down as far as themfelves, but 
they cannot bear levelling up to 
themfelves ; they would all have 
fome people under them ; why not 
then have fome people above them ? 
I would no more deprive certain 
characters of their refpeét, than 
of their money. I confider myfelf 
as acting a part in the great fyitem 
of fociety, and I do to others as I 
would have them dotome. There 
would be a perpetual ftruggle for 
precedence, were there no rules to 
difcriminate rank.” 

But, if the theory of equality, is 
not practicable in the contracted 
circle of domeftic lite, much lefs 
will that experiment fucceed, which 
would realize it in regard to the 
heterogeneous collection of beings, 
which conftitute a nation. There 
is no calculating the diforders which 
may refult from relaxing the feries 
of fubordination ; if conviction is 
fufpended, we need but make the 
trial. JI am furrounded by a fam- 
ily of men and maid fervants. I 
am placed upon extenfive grounds, 
which call for the regular aid of 
cultivation, for all the various rou- 
tine of agricultural attention. The 
vernal feafon is hafting forward. 
The morning is delightful. Much 
bufinefs may be accomplifhed upon 
a day io propitious. With the ear- 
ly dawn I quit my pillow. I fup- 
plicate Mary to diret her woman 
to prepare me an immediate break- 
fait ; the, carelefsly, pronounces me 
quite as eligible to that tafk my- 
felt. Lapply to Abigail, who re- 
fers me to another, and another ; 
and, as equality admitteth no dif- 
tinctions, the probability is, that I 
am finally brought back again to 
Mary herfelf. Poffibly, after many 
entreaties, the females may all com- 
bine; onc bears a cup, another 2 

faucer ; 
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faucer; a table is dragged from 
that apartment, and a teakettle 
from this; ignorant of each oth- 
er’s plans, and having no one to 
direé, the procefs is impeded and 
confufed, and when at length the 
motleyaflemblage is completed,and 
the refe@ion prefented, the fpoiled 
tea, coffee, chocolate, and bread and 
butter, all evince the oppofite hands 
employed in their manufacture. 
But this is the fair fide of the buf- 
inefs ; they might have engaged in 
a tumultuous fraca, and confign- 
ing the whole apparatus to deftrac- 
tion, they might have left me no 
other confolation, than that of footh- 
ing my vexation, by finging in Ho- 
meric numbers, the difmal crafh of 
that eventful morning. 

Well, but to proceed. Breakfalt 
over, I fally forth. I advife that 
the cattle be yoked, and that fuch 
a parcel of manure be conveyed to 
yonder fterile fpot. Jonathan in- 
fifts that the horfe cart is fufficient 
to drag it. Thomas is of his opin- 
ion. William fides with me, and 
we prepare for a trial of ftrength ; 
equally divided, our oppofition bars 
our purpofe ; from words we pro- 
ceed to blows; the females are a- 
larmed ; they take their fides ; the 
plot thickens ; appearances grow 
formidable ; a doughty battle en- 
fues ; bloody nofes are the confe- 
quence ; and the day is facrificed to 
difcord. Every morning is thus 


‘ ufhered in; every portion of time 


is marked by oppofition. Now the 
land fhall be hedged with bufhes, 
anon the ready rock thall prefent the 
barrier, and again the wooden en- 
clofure is all the rage. Today we 
will plough, tomorrow we will fow. 
Nay, you are too early, you are too 
late; this is fufficient, that is not 
enough ; we will go hither and 
thither, every where, and no where. 

Thus roll on the days, weeks, 


and months. Autumn is at the 
door, the lands are uncultivated, 
and famine, with its meagre fride, 
is rapidly advancing to our bor- 
ders. Mean while, even in this 
tumultuous era, my houfe, my ef- 
tate confefleth a potentate. Anar- 
chy reigneth fupreme, and defola- 
tion adminiflereth her commands, 
To prevent, or to guard againft 
confequences, which every ifober 
fentiment muft deprecate, becomes 
impoffible ; no member of the fam- 
ily hath authority to interpofe the 
dictatorial document, and the com- 
mands of the fiend are perforce 
obeyed. Who fhall prevent the 
fpreading evil? Uf Licentioufnets is 
fuccefsful in her impofture ; if, 
alluming the mafk of liberty, fhe 
completeth her deception ; if we 
prottrate before this baleful deftroy- 
er, where, I demand, is my fafety ? 
What fecurity can I have, that my 
neighbour, whofe finewy arm can 
bear away the prize of {trength, 
will not fnatch from me that patre 
mony, which, defcending to me 
from a virtuous line of anceftors, 1 
have preferved at the expentfe of la- 
borious days, and many a felf de- 
nying conflidt? Surely, language, 
in attempting an enumeration of 
the calamities of licentioufnefs, is 
baffled in the defcription ! and even 
conception mut fall fhort of the mif- 
chiets which fhe produceth. 

Doth not Liberty afiociate her 
laws, her regniations, and her dif- 
tinctions ? Is not good government the 
bafis on which the erecteth the fu- 
perftruature of all thofe operations 
fo beneficial to mankind ? Yes, Lib- 
erty, facred and-genuine Liberty, 
draweth with precifion the line, nor 
will fhe permit a litigation of the in- 
herent rights of man. She allow- 
eth no imaginary claims; the reg- 
ular fucceffion of order fhe is fearful. 


of difturbing ; fhe is fond of the 
necehary 
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neceflary arrangement of civil fub- 
ordination; and ihe dreadeth that 
tumultuous and uprooting hurri- 
cane, which is mingling the vari- 
ous clafles of mankind, deftroyeth 
the beautiful gradation and feries 
of harmony, again reftoring all that 
wild uproar, refulting from the 
rude and mifshapen domination of 
chaos. Yes, we repeat it, that peo- 
ple, that nation, that tribe, or fam- 
ily, which is deftitute of legiflation, 
regulation and officers of govern- 
ment, mutt unqueftionably be in a 
deplorable fituation. The ftrong 
will invariably opprefs the weak ; to 
the lufty arm of athletic guilt, imbe- 
cile innocence will fall a prey, and 
there is no power to redrefs ! Hence 
the time regiltered axiom—/t is neg- 
effary to relinquifh a part, for the pref- 
ervation of the whole. Liberty dele- 
gates her powers, and to this efful- 
gent goddefs, her anointed minif- 
ters, with that integrity and patri- 
otic firmnefs, which becometh the 
fervants of the benignant patronefs 
of humanity, fail not to render up 
their accounts. 

Let us fuppofe a people in a flate 
of nature, and let us fuppofe them 
made up of all thofe varieties of 
conttitution, intellect, paflions, and 
corporeal {trength, which are com- 
monly found ina community. Ex- 
perience hath convinced them, that 
anarchy is pregnant with every e¢- 
vil; and they finally combine to 
form the league of government. 
What is the mode for the adminif- 
tration of juftice, which we would 
recommend to fuch a people? Pof- 
fefled by a with to render perma- 
nent, and give the requifite dignity, 
energy, execution, and obedience 
to the focial order which we fhould 
aim at eftablifhing, we thould be 
folicitous to adopt in our form of 
polity, that gradatory junction, 
which would cement and bind to- 
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gether, in an amicable and mutu- 
al exchange of good offices, the 
various clafles of citizens. Fan- 
cy, for a moment, invelts me with 
the venerable and honourary char- 
acter of a legiflator, and, for the 
purpofe of forming for a fet of well 
difpofed men, a code of regulations, 
I imagine myflelf feated, with the 
pen of inquiry in my fingers, and 
my defign being to compile a gov- 
ernment of /aws, rather than ot in- 
dividuals, 1 am naturally folicitous 
to premulgate inftitutions, which 
fhall be at once falutary, efficacious 
and pleating, With a view of trac- 
ing and combining an eligible plan, 
I might turn over huge folios of 
information, and, purfuing a {ci- 
ence of fuch vaft importance to 
mankind, which in its operations 
is capable of the highett public u- 
tility, or which may become the 
root of every evil; inveftigation 
can hardly be too fcrupuleutly ex- 
ast. But what would be the re- 
fult of an application to various 
writers? Doubtlefs we fhould find 
ourfelves involved in a labyrinth of 
oppofite teltimonies, and, confufed 
by a multiplicity of contradifory, 
and perhaps tallacious opinions, re- 
flection would be abforbed, and de- 
cifion at a ftand. 

The ancients have remarked, 
that, cultivated by the hand of lib- 
erty in the dwellings of freedom, 
the arts and fciences flourifhed with 
invigorated charms ; that neither 
the Perlians or Egyptians zefted 
their beauties ; that from the 
Greeks, although not feldom en- 
gaged in holtilities, and ftrugeling 
in the toils at poverty, they obtaia- 
ed maturation ; that they declined 
with that freedom, once the glory 
of the Grecian republics, and that, 
with their auguft patrone(s, wing- 
ing their etherial way to celebrious 
Rome, they there continued their 
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{plendid career, until the immola- 


tion of liberty in that imperial city, 
muffled in dark and portentous 
clouds thofe intellectual luminaries. 
Hence, from thefe incontrovertible 
facts, itis confidently afferted, that 
the arts and iciences can never 
flourifh but in the foil of freedom. 
Yet, in oppofition to a conclufion, 
which may have been too haltily 
formed, we are told that modern 
Reme and Florence have enwreath- 
ed with perfection all thofe exquil- 
ite arts, fculpture, painting, mutfic, 
and poetry ; and that Florence, af- 
ter the ufurpations of the family of 
Medici, made the moft rapid pro- 
ficiency in thofe arts. <Ariotto, 
Taflo, Galileo, Raphel, and Micha- 
el Angelio—thefe illuftrious paint- 
ers, poets, and mathematician—it 
is obferved were not born in re- 
publics. Reubens, it is faid, col- 
lected and eftablifhed his fchool at 
Antwerp, and not at Amfterdam ; 
and in Germany, the true polith of 
manners is rather to be found at 
Drefden, than at Hamburgh, 
France hath undoubtedly furnitlh- 
ed a {triking example of the prof 
perity of literature in an abfolute 
government. Philofophy, poetry, 
dramatic eminence, oratory, hifto- 
ry, painting, architecture, fculpture, 
mutic ; thefe have all received the 
moft extenlive cultivation, and the 
higheft honours in the singdom of 
France: And we are moreover af- 
fured, that the ci-devant fubjects 
had aftonifhingly meliorated that 
moft grateful and beneficial of all 
arts—l’Art de Vivre, the neceflary 
and focial art, which involves a 
ynutual interchange of fentiments, 
Thus contradictory are thofe 
ftreams of information, which yet 
may have originated in the foun- 
tain of wifdcm. ‘The fuperftruc- 
tures of governments have general- 
ly been raifed upon apprehenfion 
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and compulfion ; in fuch circum. 
ftances, error hath been almoft un- 
avoidable, and it can never be mat- 
ter of wonder, that human fyftems 
are fufceptible of improvement. In 
the novelties of Lycurgus, the fea- 
tures of artifice and fraud are but 
too prevalent. Solon, although 
the votary of wifdom, and un- 
doubtedly the mild and benignant 
friend of mankind, yet even Solon, 
entertained defpotic ideas of the 
powers veited in him, and we can- 
not forbear obferving, that he con- 
fidered himfelf as poileffing an op- 
tional authority, to implant the 
germe of defpotifm, or to emit the 
rays of bland and correéted free- 
dom. Numa, by virtue of the god- 
defs Egeria, might have originated 
the grofleft impofitions ; and it is 
an indubitable truth, that the rights 
of man are irreconcilable, with a 
relinquilhment of that privilege of 
inquiry, which may erect a barrier 
to the inundation of evil. Turn- 
ing, for a moment, from all thofe 
refervoirs of knowledge, which, 
neverthelefs, I muft ever unceafing- 
ly venerate, waving the occupation 
of a Gleaner, and fimply lighting 
the torch of reafon at the flame of 
experience, I will, for the organiza- 
tion of my fketch of immunities, 
confult' thofe fentiments and con. 
clufions, which are the natural 
growth of the foil of a plain mind. 
Common Senfe pronounces, that a 
people deftitute of a leader, deiti- 
tute of legiflation, loudly demand 
the protecting hand of a guardian pow- 
er, and, liberty adds, that a chief 
fhould be obtained by the joint fuf- 
frages of the people at large. To 
this end they muit be convened in 
their feveral diftrias, where, unin- 
fluenced by party or by patiion, 
let them commiflion him, whom 
they efteem moft worthy, to af- 
fume that auguit titlk—7se “nm 
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of his country—and after reciprocat- 
ing the molt folemn engagements, 
after confecrating him by their joint 
affe@tions and benediftions, let them 
inveft him with authority to lead 
them againft their combined ene- 
mies, to fight their battles, and, 
by the wifdom of his regulations, to 
procure them victory, and to guar- 
antee their juft immunities. Let 
this their chofen patriot be aided 
by a general council, confifting of 
delegates, according to the number 
of the people. Let thefe delegates 
be appointed by a decifion, influ- 
enced only by the intrinfic worth 
of the candidates. Let them form 
two diftincét deliberative bodies, or 
houfes, properly qualified and au- 
thorized to act as checks upon each 
other: And let thefe three branch- 
es be invefted with powers, fully 
adequate to all the purpofes of le- 
giflation. To the departments thus 
appointed to thefe high offices of 
truft, let the utmolt veneration be 
annexed ; but I would ordain, that 
the individuals who filled them, 
fhould, after a Rated time, be re- 
movable at the pleafure of the peo- 
ple. Even the firit magiitrate 
fhould hold his place but in confe- 
quence of frequent re-elections ; and 
for high crimes and miidemean- 
ours, he fhould be confidered as a- 
menable to the laws. Upon legii- 
lative acts he fhould poflefs only 
a conditional negative ; and while 
his fellow citizens were aided by 
his counfels, they fhould be fecured 
from his encroachments. As the 
chief warrior of the people he fhould 
always be confidered; but in the 
formation of treaties, he thould call 
in at leaft one branch of the legif- 
Jature, and the fame concurrence 
ihould be neceflary to the appoint- 
ment to offices. The commerce, or 
currency of the nation, fhould not 
be fubjected to the preieriptions of 


its executive, nor fhould he arrs. 
gate, in matters of confcience, even 
the fhadow of jurifdicion. Asa 
faithful and vigilant friend of the 
people, he thould be unwearied in 
his informations,recommendations, 
and all fuch conftitutional meaf- 
ures, as he fhould conceive would 
conduce to the public weal ; and, 
during his adminiftration, he thould 
be careful to exa& a faithful obe- 
dience to the laws. If he were in- 
trulted with difcretionary, or abfo- 
lute power, in any fingle inftance, 
it fhould be in granting reprieves, 
or remitlion of offences, for, as I 
would always give the fcale to pre- 
ponderate on the fide of mercy, fo 
I would arm the executive with the 
lenity of clemency, while I debar- 
red him the exercife of meafrres un- 
daly fanguinary ; yet, with the dig- 
nified and honourary diftinctions of 
government, 1 would inveft the 
man of the people. Ambafladors, 
and other public minitters, fhould 
mingle in his train, and every ra- 
tional infignia of refpe& fhould or- 
nament his department. His office 
fhould enfure the higheft refpect, 
and I would yield obedience to the 
individual as long as he was entitled 
to public confidence and refpeé?. ‘The 
judicial power fhould be a feparate 
felection, and I would invett it with 
as large a fhare of independence as 
could confift with reciprocality and 
union; while the degree of guilt in- 
volved in crimes of almoit every 
defcription, fhould be determined 
by the impannelled peers of the 
culprit. But all this is only col- 
lecting the: inftruments, while the 
code of inftitutions are yet unfath- 
ioned.” True, but as legiflative 
acts fhould be the refult of the molt 
mature deliberation, we will fcarch 
in the great volume of nature, we 
will turn over the leaves of experi- 
ence, and thus {electing the gems, 
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from time to time, accumulating 
our fyftem, we will finally prefent 
the luminous compendium to the 
confideration, and, as we hope, to 
the acceptation of unprejudiced 
reafon. Meanwhile, fkimming the 
furface of my fubject, I preferit on- 
ly the rudiments of a fyftem which 
fancy hath pleafingly contemplated. 
Doth the reader exclaim—* Surely 
thefe hints are nothing more than the 
lineaments of the conftitution of the 
United States ?? Well, honelt friend, 
they are the /ineaments of nature, the 
lineaments of liberty ; they make a 
part of that contra& to which fhe 
confents, and without entering into 
the complex and admirable inter- 
texture of our united and feparate 

overnments, which conttitute our 
federalifm, we pronounce that thefe 
are the leading features of that fab- 
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ordination, without which, genuine 
liberty would no longer irradiate 
our hemifphere. May the parties 
which are originated, ftimulate the 
exertions of her real votaries. May 
no defcription among us ever af 
fume the gorgon head of faétion. 
May the mutual jealoufies, diffen- 
fions, and amhition, which pervade, 
ferve as antidotes to each other. 
Parties, in a Rate of civil and po- 
litical liberty, have been compared 
to the paflions of an individual, 
and as the paflions are faid to be 
the elements of life, fo the anima- 
ted and refufcitating fpirit of party, 
is ob{erved to be effential to the ex- 
iftence of genuine freedom. Be it 
fo; and may the public weal, the 
public tranquillity, be by every 
means promoted. 


Exrata—lIn the Gleaner of laft month, 136th p. rft c. 1. 32d from top, for indi/penfa- 
bly r. indifputably—~2d c. 1. 31ft from top, for generally r. generoufly-—p. 139th, ut c. ad lL. 


from top, for exalteth r. exuiteth. 
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The MAGISTRATE: 


HEN the fenate of Rome 

was about electing a cen- 

for, and Valerianus was in nomin- 
ation, one of the body delivered this 
f{peech in his favour. ‘ Who fhall 
we elect but Valerianus, whofe life 
is a cenforfhip ? Who is fo fit to be 
judge of us all, as he who cannot 
be charged with any crime? Vale- 
rianus is a prudent and wife fenator, 
modeft, grave, a friend to a good 
man, and an enemy to tyrants, an 
utter foe to the vicious, but more 
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fevere again vice. We would 
have this man for our cenfor, whom 
we will imitate to the utmoft of 
our capacities. He is the moft no- 
ble among all the fenators, the 
higheft by birth, of an unfpotted 
life, of profound and excellent learn- 
ing, of celebrated manners, and the 
example of antiquity, honeft in his 
actions, faithful in performing his 
promifes, and whom all men {peak 
well of.” 


COUR 


SPARTAN lady hearing 
her fon complain that his 
fword was too fhort, and that he 
wanted one a fize longer, made 
him this anfwer ; that no weapon 


A G EK. 


was too fhort fora man of true 
courage ; for, advancing one itep 
forward would make it long enoug!» 
to aniwer his purpofe. 
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The STORY of SARAH PHILLIPS. 
A Novex ' 


By M. de Saint Lampert. 


T is now five years fince I finifh- 
ed my travels; and, after hav- 
ing ftudied mankind; in the diffe- 
rent cities and courts of Europe, 
and in thofe conditions of life which 
are ufuaily moft the object of envy, 
returned, fully perfuaded that nei- 
tner the countries I had feen, nor 
that in which I was born, were the 
lands of happinefs and reafon. 

My relations perfuaded me to 
marry, and my father endeavoured 
to find me a wife, who fhould efface 
from my memory a coulin I had 
loved in my youth, and from whom 
I had been feparated by death. 

In the mean time, he wifhed me 
to go and examine the eftate he in- 
tended to put me in poffeffion of, 
immediately after my marriage. 

The eftate was fituated in the 
north of Scotland, net far from Ab- 
erdeen. I fet out on my journey in 
the moft pleafant feafon of the year ; 
and, after a few days eafy travel- 
ling, arrived, about funfet, at Ham- 
ftead, the name of a village within 
a few miles of the place to which I 
was going. As I was both fatigued 
and hungry, I determined, if pofli- 
ble, to pais the night at a farm 
houfe that feemed to invite me fo 
to do by a certain air of conveni- 
ence, neatnefs, and rural abun- 
dance. 

This farm houfe was fituated on 
the declivity of a hill which proteét- 
ed it trom the eaft wind, fo fevere 
in thofe countries, and about three 
or four hundred yards fromabrook, 
which ran winding along a beau- 

tiful valley. It was furrounded by 
lovely meadows, cider orchards, 
and corn fields. Atalittle diftance 
from it was a copfe ; and horfes, 


oxen, and fheep were feeding on the 
fides of a neighbouring hill. Four 
lovely children played about the 
farm yard, which was well ftocked 
with poultry of every kind. 

At the door of the houfe was a 
handfome woman, apparently about 
twenty five or thirty. Her com- 
plexion was fine, though fomewhat 
tanned, and “her lovely black eyes 
fparkled with intelligence. An in- 
{ant of five or fix months old was 
at her breaft. I thought the fea- 
tures of this agreeable woman were 
not unknown to me. I begged her 
to inform me to whor that farm 
belonged, and whether it would be 
convenient for me and my fervants 
to pais the night in the houfe ; add- 
ing that I fhould not feruple to pay 
whatever might be required for the 
trouble I fhould give. 

She anfwered, the farm belonged 
to her hufband, and that they nev- 
er lodged any perfon for money, 
but entertained every ftranger with 
whatever their houfe afforded, with- 
out reward. She then invited me 
to alight, and conducted me herfelf 
into the houfe. The parlour in 
which fhe defired me to fit down 
was not inelegant : The furniture 
Was neat and convenient, and the 
window looked towards the valley, 
through which the rivulet ran in 
delightful meanders. 

Mrs. Phillips, for that was the 
name of my kind landlady, prefent- 
ly informed me my fupper would 
foon be ready ; and that, in the 
mean time, I might either repofe 
myfelt in that room, or, as the air 
was reirefhing, in the garden, ona 
grais plat, under the trees, which 
grew by the fide of a fmall tranf- 
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parent pond. The evening was de- 
lightful, and the day had been very 
hot; I chofe therefore to go into 
the garden. 

You are in the right, faid my 
holtefs, cooling breezes after excef- 
five heat, and reft after fatigue, 
produce two of the greateft pleaf- 
ures we can experience. If, how- 
ever, you fhould choofe to read, 
while fupper is preparing you may 
find feveral books in the clofet near 
you. 

I could not refufe to gratify my 
curiofity by examining the library 
of a country farmer. I expected 
to find in it nothing but ballads, or 
books of devotion. Imagine my 
furprife when I took up the works 
of Tully ; near which lay fome of 
the beit treatifes on agriculture. 
My attonilhment was increafed to 
find the next I opened to be Afe- 
moires del’ Academie de Rennes 3; an 
excellent work, but written in a lan- 
guage very unlikely to be*known 
by thefe good people. However, 
I could no longer doubt but they 
underftood French, when I faw, on 
a thelf, Efaies de Montagne; Le 
Droit Naturel ; and the poem enti- 
tled, La Loci Naturelle. I likewife 
found a French tranflation of the 
Preedium Rufticum ; a poem by 
the Jefuit Vanieres. 

The reft of the library was in the 
Englith language. Among other 
books were Shaitfbury’s Character- 
iltics, and the Moral Philofophy of 
Hutchinfon. 

How! faid I; do thefe country 
people read fuch books! Are the 
beft Englifh and French writers to 
be met with at a farm houfe near 
Hamftead ! It is certainly more 
probable they belong to fome gen- 
tleman in the neighbourhood ; who, 
charmed with the fituation of the 
farmer’s habitation, pafles the fum- 
mer here. 


Vol. VI. D 


I afterwards finifhed my examin- 
ation of the library, and found fome 
books of mathematics, feveral trea- 
tifes of practical phyfic, the novels 
of Richardfon, a tranilation of the 
Idyls of Theocritus, Dryden’s Vir- 

il, and tranflations from Gefner 
and Haller. There were alfo the 
pattorals of Phillips, Cowley’s Pleaf- 
ures of a Country Life, Spenfer’s 
Fairy Queen, Dryden’s Mifcella- 
nies, and Thomfon’s Seafons. I 
took the French poem entitled, Za 
Loi Naturelle, with me to the grafs 
plat, and fat down to read. 

I had not been here long before 
I heard a noife near the houfe. The 
children, who had followed me in- 
to the garden, and examined me 
with great curicfity,ran to the door, 
the farmer’s wife haftened thither 
alfo. 1 perceived an empty cart 
had entered the yard, and, with it, 
the famer himfelf, who had return- 
ed from Aberdeen, where he had 
been detained feveral days on par- 
ticular bufinefs. 

I eafily knew him to be the maf- 
ter of the houfe from the manner in 
which he was received. His wife 
kiffed him affectionately ; and, tak- 
ing two of the children in her arms, 
lifted them up to kifs their father, 
and afterwards led two others by 
the hand, who waited to kifs him 
in their turn. After thefe careiles, 
they all came into the garden, and 
[ rofe to pay my refpects. 

The farmer appeared to be about 
thirty, extremely well made, and 
had a manly and agreeable coun- 
tenance. He thanked me for do- 
ing him the honour to pafs the 
night in his houfe. ‘Fhey foon af- 
ter left me, and I faw them go in- 
to a chamber, the window of which 
looked into the garden, and was o- 
pen. ‘They approached a cradle 
in which their fifth child lay afleep ; 
and, itooping down ateatas in- 

ant, 






































ee : a 
— - 5 eee ~ ose = 
ae - Se = - <= 


6 PS ee feng 




















.2$2 


fant, looked on each other with a 
fmile. I muft confefs I felt no lit- 
tle emotion, myfelf, at the fight of 
conjugal and parental tendernefs fo 
affecting. 

Supper being ready, notice was 
fent me. I was afked permiffion to 
fuffer their fervants, and likewife 
My own, to eat with us; I confent- 
ed. The table was prefently cover- 
ed with puddings, vegetables, and 
‘a fine piece of beef. Among the 
feats provided was an arm chair 
intended for an old man, who 
was prefented to me, and was the 
farmer’s father. He addreffled me 
with much civility, and we feated 
ourfelves at the table. 

I was placed near the farmer’s 
wife, and obferved the dire&ted one 
of her maid fervants to take her 
feat clofe to a young countryman. 
‘Tafked if they were a new married 
couple. They are not married, re- 
plied the, but they love each other. 
They have not feen one another the 
whole day, and they will find a pleaf- 
ure in fitting together. To anoth- 
er of her fervants the fent a plate 
of fomething of which he was par- 
ticularly fond, and which was in- 
tended for him alone. Thofe whofe 

work had been moft laborious du- 
ring the day weretreated with cider. 

When any difh was brought, fhe 
affigned the reafon why it had been 
provided, why ihe had preferred it 
to fuch another, and why fhe had 
dreffed it in that way, or with that 
particular feafoning. Whatever fhe 
had done was to heighten the pleaf- 
ure of the entertainment. 

The farmer fhewed the fame af- 
fability and defire to make his de- 
pendents happy. The repaft was 


frugal, yet excellent ; and the guetts 
fober, though they indulged their 
appetites ; all feemed to be equal in 
the family ; the domeftics were not 
confidered as inferior to the matter: 
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And this familiarity no ways dimin- 
iihed their refpect, though it greatly 
increafed their zeal and attachment, 
When fupper was over we enter. 
ed mto converfation, the farmer 
alked me feveral queltions concern- 
ing the places I had pafied through. 
He greatly extolled the pleafant. 
nefs of the country round his farm, 
and prefled me to {tay the next day, 
that he might fhew me its beauties. 
He and his wiie paid me the great- 
eft attention without entirely for- 
getting their fervants. Some they 
prailed for their mirth, during their 
labour ; others for their condué& in 
fome particular butinefs, in which 
they had been employed. They 
fpoke to them concerning the fine- 
nefs of the weather, the iorg of the 
nightingale, the forwardnedfs of the 
harveft, or their own little rural a- 
mours. The domettics lkewife 
converfed with each other, with the 
fame good nature and fenfibility. 

Above all they were attentive to 
the grandfather. Never did I fee 
an old man fo affable and fo {pright- 
ly. I could not help obferving it 
to Mrs. Phillips. It is, faid the, 
the neglect which old people com- 
monly meet with, which makes 
them fo peevifh. When they per- 
ceive themfelves beloved, and well 
treated, they are as cheerful, mild, 
and as eafy to pleafe as others. 

I perceived the prefled the old 
man to drink, and exprefled my 
furprife. Iam of opinion, faid fhe, 
that, though we ought to do our 
utmotlt to retard old age, yet, when 
it arrives, it is our duty affiduoufly 
to retrace the memory of palit en- 
joyments. 

Thefe anfwers aftonifhed me. I 
no longer doubted but the library 
was for the ufe of my landlord and 
his wile. I therefore fpoke to them 
concerning their books. ‘They re- 
plied continually with fo much pro- 
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priety that I could not help mani- 
felting my amazement at their in- 
telligent difcourfe ; and, efpecially, 
at that of Mrs. Phillips. 

How ftrange, faid I, to find fuch 
good fenfe, and fo cultivated an un- 
derftanding, in a young woman, 
and in the country too! 

Oh ! cried the old man, who be- 
gan gently to feel the vivifying li- 
quor, you are not acquainted with 
half the merit of my daughter in 
law! If you knew what the has 
quitted for our fakes! Oh ! were 
my aged limbs obedient to my will, 
I fhould fall down and almoft a- 
dore her. 

Mrs. Phillips appeared fearful of 
the indifcretion of her father in law, 
fhe blufhed, and her hufsand beg- 
ged the old man not to reveal what 
he had fworn to keep. 

I thall fay nothing, faid his fa- 
ther, taking another glafs, I fhall 
fay nothing. But for one fo hand- 
forme, fo rich, and poffeiling fuch 
an underftanding ! for her to leave 
all for us ! and fo far to forget her 
coach as to be contented to ride in 
a cart!—Mrs. Phillips now rofe, 
and, taking away the plates, fet on 
fome fruits and fome cheefe. The 
old man became filent; either be- 
caufe his attention was engaged by 
what was fet before him, or through 
fear of difpleafing his daughter in 
law. 

After fupper fome fervant maids 
placed beaupots of flowers, of vari- 
ous kinds, on thetable. I did not 
bring theie flowers, faid Mrs. Phil- 
lips, with the fir& courfe, becaufe 
then, the fcent of the provifions is 
agreeable ; but, when the appetite 
is fatished, that flavour is no longer 
detirable, and the perfume of flow- 
ers becomes doubly plealing. 

I could not but admire the deli- 
cacy which this excellent woman 
thewed, in rendering agrecable fen- 
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fations {till moreagreeable. How 
many pleafures was fhe able to fur- 
nifh, without any other refource 
than the bounty, the variety, the 
fimplicity of Nature ! 

This amiable pair feemed to live 
entirely for each other, and to en- 
joy happinefs uninterrupted. No u- 
nion could be more delightful, for 
rarely are thofe united who poflefs 
the fame degree of fenfibility, the 
fame inclinations, and the fame o- 
pinions. 

A thort time after fupper I was 
fhewn to my apartment. The 
farmer remarked to me the beauty 
of the night, and the filence with 
which Nature feemed to invite re- 
pofe. He afterwards vifited his 
ftables, and gave fome neceflary 
orders, while his wife attended on 
the children, after which this hap- 
py pair retired to reft. 1 could 
{carcely compofe myfelf to fleep ; 
every thing I had witnefled appear- 
ed to me a dream; but fuch a 
dream as I could have wifhed might 
have lafted my whole life. 

I awaked, early in the morning, 
but found myfelf in no hatte to de- 
part. Iwas enchanted with this a- 
miable family. Their houfe, their 
manner of life, the unanimity of the 
domeftics, the tranquillity and gai- 
ety which appeared in every face 
were charms too irrefiftible to be 
left without regret ; for, however 
little we may be accuftomed to the 
practice of virtue, the fight of the 
happinefs which refults from it will 
always prove one of our highel 
pleafures. I rofe, therefore, much 
diflatisfied that I was fo quickly to 
leave this delightful farm houfe. 

As foon as | was dreffed I went 
down inta the yard, where I found 
Mr. and Mrs. Phillips. The fun 
had juft rif-n, and the heavens {till 
retained a flight tincture of that yel, 
low which fucceeds the pale twi- 
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light, and precedes the deep azure 
they affume in the glow of day. 
The pleafing odour from the trees 
and plants, and the breezes which 
frequently blow after the rifing of 
the fun, were delightful and refrefh- 
ing. All nature was again in mo- 
tion. The men and horfes went 
forth to their labour, the herds left 
their ftalls, and the fowls difperfed 
themfelves about the yard. I will 
confefs I then, for the firft time, 
perceived how lovely the break of 
day may appear ; and I am per- 
fuaded the amiable matter and mif- 
trefs of the houfe, notwithftanding 
the occupations in which they were 
engaged, were not infenfible to the 
fame pleafure. I remarked that, in 
the work they appointed their do- 
mettics, they always feemed defir- 
ous to {tation feveral of them to- 
gether: They even directed the 
fhepherds to drive their flocks to 
thofe places near which other of 
their fervants were at work. This 
feemed to me fomething fingular, 
and I mentioned it to Mrs. Phillips. 
When a number of men, faid fhe, 
labour together, a thoufand things 
happen to infpire mirth ; the cheer- 
fulnefs of one will communicate it- 
{elf to them all. If one thepherd 
plays on the flute, another fings. 
Thofe who drive their ploughs in 
contiguous fields converfe with each 
other on their mutual expectations, 
and are united by the equality of 
their condition, Have you, in fhort, 
never remarked that, in thofe kinds 
of rural labours “which are per- 
formed by a number of- men to- 
gether, fuch as hay making, theep- 
ihearing, or reaping, you are fure 
to hear the voice of innocent mer- 
riment, notwithftanding the heat of 
the fun, and the thirft and {weat 
produced by exceffive fatigue. 
Mr. Phillips now joined the con- 
veriation. I believe, fir, {aid he, 
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that there are certain pleafures 
which, to be tafted in perfection, 
muit be enjoyed in the company of 
others who partake the fame. In 
the theatre, the more it is crowded, 
the more lively and agreeable are 
the emotions we experience. This 
remark is equally true of all pleaf- 
ures which have their fource in ad- 
miration: And what can better 
produce that than the beauties of 
the face of nature? I believe, con- 
tinued he, that thofe bleflings which 
heaven bettows, on all in common, 
increafe in value when enjoyed by 
many at the fame time. We love 
to partake with others in the pleaf- 
ures of a fine day, or a beautiul 
profpect, becaufe our own enjoy- 
ment of them is not diminifhed by 
the delight they afford to thofe a- 
round us. 

Yes, faid Mrs. Phillips, and it is 
to be remarked that every pleaf- 
ure, which lofes nothing by partici- 
pation, will by participation be in- 
creafed, The poets have too much 
extolled the charms of folitude when 
celebrating the pleafures of a coun- 
try life. According to them it 
fhould feem as if rural delights 
could never be properly enjoyed, 
except at a diftance from mankind: 
But, certainly, they can only mean 
thofe inhabitants of courts and cit- 
ies whoie unfeeling and frivolous 
minds are infenfible to the charms 
of nature. Indeed, an evident proof 
that thefe very poets faw the necef- 
fity of communicating this kind of 
pleaiure, to render our enjoyment 
of it complete, is to be gathered 
from their animated defcription of 
the beauties they admired, and their 
endeavour to tranfmit the impref- 
fions received from them to latett 
polterity. 

This delightful converfation was 
interrupted by the hay makers who 
were going out to work ; they were 
accompanied 
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accompanied by the eldeft boy, who 
carried a rake, of which he was as 
proud as ever was monarch of a 
iceptre of royalty. Such, faid his 
mother, is the pleafure of beginning 
to be ufeful, and performing the 
noviciate of agriculture. 

Every thing I fee and hear, faid 
I, infpires me with the moft pro- 
found refpect, and moft forcibly ex- 
cites my admiration. With you I 
could with to pafs the reft of my 
life, which I would {pend in endeav- 
ours to merit your friendfhip. I 
thall doubly value the little poifef- 
fions I have in this country, on ac- 
count of their vicinity to you; and 
I thall frequently make vi its to en- 
joy the pleafure of your converia- 
tion, and be a witnefs to thofe vir- 
tues which are here united with all 
the real enjoyments of life. Per- 
haps, hereafter, I may be permitted 
to cultivate a more intimate ac- 
quaintance ; perhaps you may even 
truit me with that fecret which 
your father inlawfeemed fo defirous 
to reveal. I could eafily perceive 
from the warmth of what he did 
fay, that, if | knew more of you, 
and the circumitances attending 


your choice of this mode of life, I 
fhould only find ftill greater rea- 
fons to admire and efteem you. 

I cannot but believe, anfwered 
Mrs. Phillips, from the manner in 
which you have {poken of us, and 
our way of living, that you are fu- 
perior to the prejudices of narrow 
minds, and deferving of my confi- 
dence. 

I thanked her with fo much 
warmth that fhe appeared rather 
embarraffed, and turning to her 
hufband, my dear, faid fhe, I am 
going to relate the hiftory of the 
affection we entertain for each oth- 
er. Her hufband tenderly killed 


her, and left us to follow the hays © 


makers. He defired his wife not 
to fuffer me to go till his return, 
and appeared to leave her with re- 
gret though only for a few mos 
ments. 

Mrs. Phillips having requelted 
me to amufe myfelf, in the garden, 
for a minute or two, till the had 
given fome neceflary orders in the 
houfe, prefently returned ; and, feat- 
ing herfelf by me on the grafs plat, 
thus began her hiftory. 

(To be continued.) 
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HISTORICAL 


HILE Socrates was one 

day diverting himfelf in 

little childiih paftimes with his fon 
Lamproclus, he was furprized and 
tartly reprimanded by Alcibiades, 
for wafting his time in recreations 
fo much below the dignity of a phi- 
lofopher. Forbear your reproach- 
es, faid Socrates, you have not fuch 
reafon for laughter as you imagine : 
You know not the affection or the 
endearment of a parent. Should 
you have the honour to be a father 
yourfelf, you will appear as ridicu- 





ANECDOTES. 


lous to fome others asi now feem 
to you. 





PHOCIAN was a celebrated A- 
thenian warrior. He was fucceff- 
ful in all his enterprifes. He was 
forty five times chofen general of 
the forces by an unanimous concur- 
rence of voices, civil and military ; 
and yet upon all debates, about 
peace or war, he was an advocate 
for peace, as the neceflary means of 
national profperity. 
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To the EDITORS of the MASSACHUSETTS MAGAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


The public have been informed of the rude and inhuman manner, in which the 
Rev. Mr. Knox, wife and children, were turned out of a place of public 
amufement, in a country town of Greatbritain, at the infligation of a number 
of military gentlemen, on account of fentiments he delivered in a fermon, which ; 
vere thought to reprebend the prefent meafures of their adminifiration—I 
fend you the life of the gentleman, who received this brutal treatment, taken 
from a Magazine printed in London, September, 1793. 


SKETCH of the LIFF of the Reverend VICESIMUS 
KNOX, D. D. 


HE DoSor’s father, the Rev. 
Vicefimus Kuox, was in the 
younger part of his life chofen fel- 
low of St. John’s College, Oxford, 
and having vacated that tellowthip 
by marriage, was appointed head 
matter of Merchant'Taylor’s {chool. 
Here the fubje& of thele memoirs, 
whom at prefent we ihall call Mr. 
Knox, received under a parental 
eye the moft liberal of educations. 
At an early period, he was fent to 
St. John’s College, Oxford, where 
his claflical acquirements and {thin- 
ing parts, rendered him the envy of 
his cotemporaries and admiration 
of his feniors. A few months af- 
ter he had taken his firft degree, 
the fellows of his own college elect- 
ed him one of their own body. A- 
bout this time Mr. Knox’s father, 
at the deceafe of Mr. Cawthorne, 
a gentleman whofe poetical talents 
have been fo juflly admired, was 
fixed upon by the company of 
Skinners to be at the head of that 
refpectable feminary, founded by 
the well known philanthropift, Sir 
Andrew Judd, and confiderably 
enriched by Sir Thomas Smyth, at 
Tunbridge in Kent. But this 
good fortune was of fhort duration ; 
aiter having, during his long fcho- 
laftic employ, improved the minds 
of his pupils by his falutary inftruc- 
tions, and conciliated their affec- 
tions ky his complacent manners. 








Multis ille bonis flebilis occidit. Hor. 


His widow ftill refides at ‘Tun- 
bridge, and fince the death of her 
Jamented hufband, has had the fat- 
isfaction to fee her two daughters 
well married and fettled ; the one 
to Mr. Vade, a great chymift, the 
other to Mr. Child, an emment toy- 
man in the city. 

As literary purfuits had always 
been molt pleafing to Mr. Knox, : 
he was profecuting them with the 
utmoit attention at Oxford, when 
the company of Skinners appointed 
him his father’s fucceffor. 

In 1777, Mr. Knox prefented to 
the public a Volume of Effays, Mor- 
al and Literary, the firft fruits of 
his indefatigable application. Tho’ 
anonymous, they were foon found 
to diiplay a confiderable knowl- 
edge of mankind, and great critical 
acumen. A fecond edition foon 
came forth, to which the author, en- 
couraged by the flattering marks of 
diltincion which had been confer. 
red upon his works, prefixed his 5 
name. In177ganother volume was 
added. If I were to give a particu- 
lar detail of this, or, indeed, of any 
of Mr. Knox’s publications, I fhould 
much exceed the narrow compafs in 
which I mean to comprife this ac- 
count. Suffice it, therefore, to fay, 
that the fame ftyle, which, I think 
Bofwell juftly calls an imitation of 
Johnion’s, the fame judicious re- 

marks 








marks on men and manners were 
apparent in this, as in the former. 

In the fubfequent year our au- 
thor publifhed a volume, 8vo, en- 
titled, ** Liberal Education ; or, a 
practical Treatife on the Methods 
of acquiring ufeful and polite Learn- 
ing.’ This well digefted plan 
ftamped his reputation not lefs as a 
writer than as a {chool matter. So 
well did the world, upon reading 
this treatife, think him qualified for 
the important oftice he had engag- 
ed in, that his number of fcholars 
rapidly increafed to ninety. The 
univerfities will have gratitude e- 
nough, however they may be of- 
fended at the matter, to acknowl- 
edge how much they have been 
and are ftill honoured by them. 
The next production of Mr. Knox's 
pen, his Lucubrations, are little, if 
at all, inferior to his Effays, and 
too long known to every lover of 
literature, to need at this time, any 
encomium. 

In 1780—81, Mr. Knox marri- 
ed the only daughter of Mr. Mil- 
ler, an apothecary at Tunbridge, 
who brought him a competent for- 
tune. This, however, was the 
moft inconfiderable of her recom- 
mendations ; her affability endears 
her to all her acquaintance; the 
uncommon folidity of her judg- 
ment’ diflinguifhes her from raott 
of them. 
bleffed with four children, all of 
whom fingularly inherit the natur- 
al endowments of their parents. 

In the year 178g, this divine, ev- 
er anxious to benefit mankind, fub- 
mitted his favourite topic, the re- 
laxed ftate of the difcipline at Ox- 
ford, to the confideration of the 
late Earl of Guilford, then Lord 
North, and chancellor of that Uni- 
verlity. Had his Lordhip paid prop- 
er attention to thefe judicious ftric- 
tures, he might have been of fervice 
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By this lady he has been | 
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to his country. May the Duke of 
Portland make better ufe of them 
than his predeceilor. That the 
Jearned author has been jultly cen- 
fured tor remarking, that the regu- 
lations of the fifter univerfities are 
alike reprehenfible, I mutt, howev- 
er, allow. His aflertion certainly 
proves great ignorance of the Cam- 
bridge difcipline ; fince it is a fa& 
well known, that many, very many 
abufes call loudly for correction at 
Oxford, which were never known 
or counterbalanced by others at 
Cambridge. 

Ini 790, Mr. Knox had the pleat 
ure to receive a diploma, confers 
ring the honour of D. D. from 
Philadelphia. It redounds not to 
the honour of this country, that 
foreigners ihould be the firft to take 
notice of thofe abilities to which we 
are fo particularly indebted. 

In the fame year our author, 
now Dr. Knox, publifhed a volume 
of fermons, the matter and compo- 
fition of which would do credit to 
the foundeft divine and moft ele- 
gant writer that ever graced this 
or a former century. 

Let it not be forgotten that the 
« Elegant Extracts” were collected 
by Dr. Knox. No fmall hare of 
merit, and many thanks are due to 
him for this work, as it evinces the 
talte of the compiler, and tends to 
form that of the reader. Schools 
are under great obligations to him 
for his ufeful editions of Horace, 
and Juvenal and Perfius, and his 
«“ Excetpta Hiftorica ex C. Julio 
Cefare, T. Livio Patavino, et C. 
Cornelio Tacito.” Thefe laft pub- 
lications are printed for Dilly ; 
though anonymous they may be 
attributed to Dr. Knox. 

This clergyman, now little fhort 
of 40 years of age, whofe writings 
have long been confpicuous in every 
library, whofe pulpit has long been 
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reforted to, as well by the rich as 
the poor, poffefles in church pre- 
ferment 8o0l. per ann. What a mor- 
tification muft it be to a man of 
real genius; to a man who has 
been, for a feries of years, a fingu- 
lar ornament to fociety, to behold 
many, whofe ignorance he pitied at 
the univerfity, now pompoufly ftrut 
in lawn fleeves, while he himfelf, 
for want of intereft at court, is per- 
mitted to pine in obfcurity ! 
Quibufdam fortuna pro virtutibus. 
Concerning the fermon which has 
lately made fo much noife in the 
world, nothing new can be re- 
marked ; of the treatment in con- 
fequence of that fermon, every can- 
did man mutt coincide in opinion. 





From the fervice of military mea 
who can triumph over a clergyman, 
his wife, and children, may Heaven 
long defend Old England ! 

What Dr. Knox advanced hoa 


‘that was, little can be concluded 


from the quotations which have 
been prefented to us) was, I am 
convinced, the fentiment of his 
heart, a fentiment which no lucre, 
no hopes of preferment could tempt 
him to fupprefs. He has always 
been the friend of his country ; and 
if he has lately expreffed his difap- 
probation of war, by referring to 
his efllays, vol. 2d, page 74, you 
will find the Doétor can boatt of, 
what moft of the ftrongeft advo. 
cates for it cannot, cou/i/ffency. 





Se 


For the MASSACHUSETTS MAGAZINE. 
Account of an Ancient and Curjous STarr. 


EACON Fofeph White, of 
Yarmouth, in the County of 
Barnftable, great grandfon of Per- 
egrine,* has in poffeflion a Sta/, 
which is valuable for its great an- 
tiquity. It had conveyance, agree- 
ably to well authenticated tradition, 
in the firft fhip which came to New 
England in 1620. When thofe 


venerable puritanic fages landed at 
Plymouth, one of their company 
walked with this Staff. It is three 
feet in length ; and is a ftriking in- 
ftance of that noble fimplicity, 
which fo eminently dignified the 
charaéter of thoie primitive, and 
juflly celebrated fathers of this 


country. 


* Peregrine White was the firft born of European parents in New England. 


2999-1 = 


ANECDOTE of Sir WALTER RALEIGH. 


N his return from America he 
introduced the ufe of pipe 

and tobacco into the polite circles 
of his acquaintance ; and even the 
ueen herfelf gave encouragement 
toit. Some humourous ftories re- 
fpecting it are itill remembered. 
Raleigh laid a wager with the 
Queen, that he would determine 
exactly, the weight of imoke that if- 


fued from his pipe. This he did 
by Grit weighing the tobacco and 
then the afhes. When the Queen 
paid the wager, fhe pleafantly ob- 
ferved, that many labourers had 
turned their geld into fmoke ; but 
that he was the firft who had con- 
verted imoke into gold. 

[ Bel. Biog- 
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Tor the MASSACHUSETTS MAGAZINE. 
The MEMORIALIST. No. IL 


N one of the delightful evenings 

of the {pring, when the filence 
and ferenity of the iky lulled the 
mind to compofure, Alphonfo wan- 
dered in the fields to enjoy the 
fruits of his contemplation. He 
remarked with peculiar pleafure the 
grandeur and harmony which were 
difplayed in the works of the Deity. 
‘The moon fhone in all her fplendor 
among the fmaller conftellations. 
No noife was heard but the roar 
of a cafcade, and the barking of the 
village dog, which ferved to invite 
the mind more ftrongly to reflection. 
Alphonfo, after muting a while on 
the various objects which furround- 
ed him, bezan to queftion within 
himfelf, whether it was confiltent 
with the attributes of that divine 
Being who created this beautiful 
fyftem of things from diforder and 
confufion, to torm fuch a creature 
as man, incapable of either virtue 
or vice, happinefs or mifery. Why, 
faid he, thould the vicious man 
fiourifh in all the profperity of 
worldly grandeur, while the man 
of virtue languifhes in obfcurity ? 
Why, faid he, are the diftinctions be- 
tweenvirtueand vicefoflightlymark- 
edout ? The difficulties attending a 
complete folution of thefe impor- 
tant queltions foon overpowered 
his fpirits, and he fell into a pro- 
found flumber. Inftantly a bright 
feraph feemed to appear before 
him. The majeitic beauty of his 
countenance infpired a pleating ter- 
ror in the mind of Alphonfo. 
The luftre of his raiment which 
flowed gracefully from his fhould- 
ers, vied in whitenefs with the fhow. 
The celeftial inhabitant beckoned 
to Alnhonfo, who followed him at 
a diftance. They afcended up the 
brow of a hill which commanded 
an extenfive view of the country. 


al. VI. 


Turn thine eyes, faid the feraph, 
and behold yonder profpe&. Al- 
phonfo looked and faw a vaft plain 
moving before him. No cheerful 
verdure decorated the face of the - 
fields. The trees were not loaded 
with the luxuriancy of {pring blof- 
foms, but, barren and leafleis, they 
prefented to the eye a winterly ap- 
pearance. Long grafs, fighing to 
the winds; tallrocks and mountains 
of ice, diverfified the landfcape 
with horror. Dreadful as the cli- 
mate appeared, it was but a faint 
femblance of the minds of its in- 
habitants. The mifer clung to his 
gold, and fpurned the object of char- 
ity-from his feet. Hard unfeeling 
avarice fhut the avenues of paren- 
tal affection againit the prayers of 
the fon. The keen voice of reproach 
was heard. Revenge, remorfe, en- 
vy, and all the pandemonial paf- 
fions of the human heart, ruled with 
uncontrolled domination. Alphon- 
fo averted his eyes from the fight, 
and bedewed the ground with tears. 
Angel of mercy, turn me, he cried, 
from thefe difgufting obje@s. Let 
me fly, let me hide myfelf from the 
world, let me feek the cave of the 
hermit, and fpend the remainder of 
my days in lamenting the misfor- 
tunes of mankind.—The feraph, 
fmiling with ineffable ferenity, thus 
addretied him. See and confefs 
thy weaknefs.. Mankind judge from 
a partial furvey of what they are 
unable tocomprehend. Thus they 
bewilder themfelves in a labyrinth 
of error, Thou haft as yet but 
viewed the dark fide of this great 
fy{tem. Lift up thine eyes and be- 
hold the glorious change. Scarce- 
ly had he fpoke, when the dark 
dungeons of defpair, and all the 
images of wretchedneds, vanifhed 
into nothing. The eyes of Al- 
~ phonf{o 
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horfo prefently light om a large 
lainecovercd with verdure. Groves, 
hills, lawns, and venerable motn- 
tains, were thrown together with 
an agreeable confuficn. The fall 
of waters, and the mufic of birds, 
formed a delightful concert. The 
ground was enamelled with flowers. 
Paradife feemed once mors reftored 
to man. The whole face of the 
country was interfperfed with grot- 
toes, where the arts and fctences 
had choten their refidence: In one 
part the aftronomer was feen cr- 
ploring the path of the mighty 
comet that flies into unknown fyt- 
tems. He faw the altronomer view- 
ing unnumbered worlds, which the 
ignorant peafant fuppofes are noth- 
ing but luminous bodies created 
merely to enlighten and adorn this 
our habitation. The philofopher 
was engaged in fearching the fecret 
fprings of nature, and tracing, m 
the fmalleft infeét, the wifdom and 

oodnefs of the Almighty. The 
ars of former days, on a lofty 
mountain, were inviting their youth- 
ful votaries to afcend the fummit, 
and prefentmg to them crowns of 
laurel. The diving fages of anti- 
quity were feen in long robes, and 
crowned with wreaths of flowers. 

Cicero, in his retired turculum, 
and beneath the fhade of his plane 
tree, was inftructing his pupils in 
the noble ftudy of eloquence. Pla- 
to, in a grove of laurels, was in- 
culcating moral fentiments in the 
minds of his audience, who liftened 


~~ 


with frermmg 2ttention to the mr- 
fic of his tongue. Harmony was 
reflefied from foul to foul. Even 
the bealts of prey forgot their nat. 
ural ferocity ; and, im the language 
of 2 great poet, “ Rampant the fi 
om play’d, and m his paw dandled 
the kid.”—Alphonfo’s heart palpi- 
tated with raptores. He withed 
bimfelf tranfported to the feats of 
the blefied. Happy fouls! faid he, 
hete the pomp and buitle of ap- 
planfe are forgetten. Ail is pleaf- 
ure. No ftrife but the noble emu. 
Jation of virtue. O that mankind 
might learn fach exalted fentiments; 
teach them, my celeftial guide, 
their true imtercits; let them imi- 
tate this brilliznt model, and thus 
reftore to man his primeval inno- 
cency. Confefs now, faid the fer- 
aph, the wifdom of the Deity ; ac- 
knowledge with gratitude the jef- 
tice of his difpenfations. No long- 
er believe that virtue and vice are 
mdiicriminately blended. You here 
fee their final allotments. And 
when you fee vice triumphing over 
virtue, believe it tends to produce, 
although through ways impercepti- 
ble to the eyes of feeble mortals, the 
harmony of the univerfe. Tru 
not to vain fpeculations refpecting 
the moral attributes of the Deity— 
they will deceive you. Purfue the 
plain and eafy path of your duty, 
and you will be happy.—At thefe 
words the feraph lett him; the vif- 
fions difappeared, and Alphonfo a- 


woke. 
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T isalaw at Harvard Univerfity, 
eftablifhed time immemorial, 
that no under graduate fhall, with- 
out fufficient reafons, be abfent from 
hischamberafter ninein the evening. 
Several young gentlemen, not 


flrictly regarding the law alluded to, 


were amufing themfelves on a cer- 
tain time by finging a few fongs. 
A tutor, in conformity to cuftom 
m fuch cafes, came into the cham- 
ber, and faid, “ Gentlemen, I with 
you would obferve one very great ef- 
fential in mufic—tise.” Q. 
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The GENERAL OB 
AMILIAR letters from friend 


to friend are generally expref- 
five of the real fentiments and feel- 
ings of the heart, They are a hap- 
py fubftitute for perfonal converfa- 
tion. They are received and read 
with the greateft pleafure. Mot 
people, in this day of improvement 
and fociability, love to write them ; 
and every body loves to read them, 
We {natch with avidity, letters writ- 
ten to ourfelves; and feel a han- 
kering to peep into thofe which are 
written to others. When a letter is 
announced; or an extract of a 
letter publifhed, even in a newipa- 
per, our curiofity is immediately 
excited, and our attention arreited. 
The fame fentimegts delivered in 
the form of a letter, will, for the 
moft part, be perufed with more 
pleafure, than if they had been ex- 
prefled in form of aneflay. We 
conceive the idea of variety ; and 
variety is pleafing toall. This, a- 
mong other reafons, induces a pe- 
riodical writer, fometimes to pre- 
fent his readers with a letter, ora 
difcourfe in form of a letter, in the 
room of aregulareflay. This, a- 
mong other reafons, induces the 
General Obferver to requeit his read- 
ers to accept the following. 
DEAR SIR, 

I RECEIVED your kind letter, 
and fincerely thank youfor themany 
friendly and refpeétful fentiments. 
therein exprefied. It was a feafon- 
able and refrefhing cordial in a mo- 
ment of melancholy. It revived, 


and multiplied in my mind, many 
pleafing ideas and images, which [, 
with never tolofe. True, Lhave pail- 
ed through many afflicting and trying 
{cenes—And who is there amon 

imperfed mortals of my age who 
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has not ?—But I will not fo far in- 
dulge the feelings of ingratitude and 
peevifhnefs, as to difown the rich 
and pleafant mixtures with which 
the cup of life has been filled, and by 
which I have all along been refrefh- 
ed and exhilirated, My domeftic 
{weets, in the converfation and at- 
tentions of a difcreet and lovely 
companion, and in the ripening 
powers and virtues of a growing 
family, are innumerable. For more 
than thirty years I have enjoyed 
the fympathizing and obliging af- 
fections and fervices of kind neigh- 
bours, particularly in the focial 
and endeared Sally. My children 
have grown up intermixed, and 
clofely connected with the very a- 
greeable and promifing children of 
other families, particularly that on 
the fame fide of the rivulet; and 
they form, as it were, one fympa- 
thizing, loving, and beloved fami- 
ly of brothers and fifters. So that 
the fight of them, in any of their 
focial meetings, excites the molt 
pleating fenfations and reflections, 
And | am conitrained, from. the 
mingled fentiments. of gratitude, 
duty, and joy, to breathe forth my 
fervent withes to heaven, that the 
virtuous affection and friendfhip of 
thefe youag people may never know 
4 period, nor an interruption; and 
that each individual may-be fo hap- 
py, as, by his purity, his benevo- 
lence, and adtive fervices, to recom- 
mend himfelf to the favour of his 
Maker, as well as to that of his ac- 
quaintances. and friends. If ihave 
in any initance or degree, contribu- 
ted to the improvement, or inno- 
cent fatisfactions of this cheerful 
group, the acknowledgment of it 
on your part, ng lefs than the res 
collection 
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collection of it on mine, affords me 
a new pleafure. It was indeed my 
duty, as well as a plealing employ- 

ment, to aid their advances in wif- 
dom aad ufefulnefs, as well as to 
countenance their innocent amufe- 
ments. You greatly overrate the 
little fervices which I have perform- 
ed for you, or for any of our friend- 
ly circle. I look back on my patt 
life with humility, when I recollect 
the many opportunities for improve- 
ment and ulefulnefs which I have 
Jet flip ; and when I confider how 
little good [ have done, or obtain- 
ed, compared with what others in 
the fame fituation, would probably 
have done and obtained. My life 
is on the decline. My faculties are 
failing ; and my opportunities for 
ferviceablenefs will foon be at ‘an 
end. But while I am not confcious 
of habitual unfaithfulnefs in my re- 
lations and offices ; while I contin- 
ue to enjoy the kindnefs and refpec 
of affechonate citizens and neigh- 
bours ; while I behold around me 
io promiling a circle of youths of 
both fexes nfing into notice and ac- 
tion ; while I contemplate the fplen- 
dor of that day of improvement, 
liberty, and profperity, which al- 
ready glows in America, and has 
dawned on other parts of the world, 
my perfonal troubles iubfide, and 
J am not unhappy. 

No one, in this fluctuating fcene 
of trial, finds every thing around 
him agreeable to his with. Yet ev- 
ery one fhould endeavour to make 
the belt of his fituation ; to be con- 
tented with the allotments of heay- 
en; to cultivate an habitual cheer- 
fulnefs and fortitude of mind ; and 
by confcious fidelity to God and 
man, to bri¢hten his profpects into 
that world, where his hopes cannot 
be difappointed; and where, nei- 
ther his triendthips nor his pleafures 
can be interrupted, 





Much of our pains and pleafures 
in this life arife from fympathy. I 
fhould be happier if others were 
fo. My children, for whom nature 
and duty plead the loudeit, are in 
lefs eligible circumitances thanthey, 
or J, could wifh. My fons who 
are come upon the ftaze, with to 
appear on equal ground with other 
young fellows of their acquaintance, 
and with thofe who are fetting out 
in the world with no advantaves fu- 
perior to theirs, excepting fuch as 
are pecuniary ; and pecuniary ad- 
vantages it is not in my power to 
give them. Money, fo eltimable, 
fo recommendatory, fo facilitating 
to their outfet, their progrefs, the it 
acceleration in the road to wealth 
and. diltinction, I cannot furniih 
them with. They are, it is true, in- 
duftrious, and honelt. But honetty 
and induftry, though fufficient to 
eftablifh their reputation ; and tho’ 
preferable to all the riches in the 
world without a good character ; 
yet thefe alone, without ftock, and 
without aid, are not, they think, in 
their occupation, fufficiently lucra- 
tive for the times. It is a period of 
ambition, of glitter, andfhow. And 
they. who are ambitious to rife in 
wealth or fame, cannot be content- 
ed with moderate gains, and flow 
advances ; though the proverb jays, 
Slow and fure. tis hard fer peo- 
ple who with to make a ficure, and 
who conftantly behold around them 
the buftle and profits of bulinefs, 
the glitter of wealth, and the orna- 
ments of fathion, to reconcile them- 
felves to fmall things, or to feel 
fatished with the truth and expe- 
rience of the Chriftian maxim, Go7- 
lineft with contentment is great gain. 
Could I and my children a& upon 
this: maxim, of upon the éteelient 
fentiment of Valerius Pabficols, we 
fhould be rich, honourable and ha \p- 
py becaude we ihould be virtuot 
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and contented. True riches,” 
faid that noble heathen, “ do not 
confift in pofleffing great treafures 5 
but in knowing how to have few 
avants ; and the moft precious in- 
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herritance that a father can give his 
children, is glory acquired by great 
actions, and the examples of virtue 
which he leaves them.” ° 


Toth EDITORS of tte MASSACHUSETTS MAGAZINE: 





GENTLEMEN, 


Uf the following Essay concerning the Original Properties of Matter are wor- 
thy of your notice, you are requsfied to publifh them in your next Magazine. 


HERE are but two kinds of 

fubftances that we have any 

knowledge of, viz. fpiritual and 
corporeal, or material. 

God is a fpirit, felf-exiftent, infi- 
nite, perf2@ : The fountain of exilt- 
ence, trom whofe creative fiat, all 
other fubftances rufhed into being, 
whether {piritual, as we fuppofe an- 
gels and the fouls of men to be, or 
corporeal, as animate, or inani- 
mate fubftances. 

The properties of matter, are 
Shape, motion, and a ubdi, to exift in. 
From thofe properties moft of the 
phenomena in nature may be ac- 
counted for, fuppofing every prima- 
ry particle of matter to be globu- 
lar and infinitely fmall, but perhaps 
not precilely of the fame fize. 

We can have no conception of 
matter, dettitute of form, and it 
mult be fomeewhere, or it cannot be 
at all ; and, if it has form, and is 


Somewhere, and that form be globular, 


as foon as it is {poke into exiftence, 
it takes the place defigned for it, by 
that great Being who intended, by 
certain combinations of thofe orig- 
inal particles, to form worlds, and 
out of which fprung the ftupendous 
fabric of the univerfe. 

Matter being produced, as be- 
fore mentioned, and being /pme- 
where, and, having nothing to ref 
upon, mult of necefflity have m- 


ote 


ad . a , 5 
thofe primary particles, mut nec- 


PHILOTECHNUS. 


eflarily be two fold, and proceed 
from the fame caufe ; the firft mo- 
tion of each original particle, will 
naturally be a revo/oing one on its 
own axis, and confequently a pre- 
grefive one, or that which forms its 
is orb, produced. This revolving mo- 
tion of each primary particle of mat- 
ter, having almoft an infinite celers 
ity, naturally produces an atmof- 
phere ; and perhaps here is the firft 
generation of what we call air, 
light, and fire ; for the atmojphere is, 
or contains, all thefe phenomena, 
and difcovers them occationally. 
This duplex motion of the primary 
particles of matter, all of which be- 
ing homogenious, but of different 
magnitudes, in their minutiz ftate, 
perpetually in motion, and fo near 
to each other, might, at firft, caufe 
an interfering of atmofpheres, till 
a certain number of them had unit- 
ed in ope,and had taken one general 
motion, and of corifequence formed 
one general a/mo/phere, and become 
a habitable world, like this of ours ; 
and future Herfchels, and. better 
telefcopes, may difcover them, and 
point out their places and revo- 
lutions, in our folar fyftem. The 
fecondary motion of each prima- 
ry particle, it is probable, was 
not originally orbicular, but might 
be altered by the interfering of the 
aimofpheres of other particles, in 
their fecondary, or progreflive mo- 
tions af mult neceflarily be the cale; 
for 
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for lines, extended infinitely, from 
different points, and not being per- 
fe&tly parallel, will, at certain dif- 
tances, interfef? each other. This 
may be illuftrated by a comparifon. 
Throw fome light fubftanees into 
running water, put a flick into the 
water, and give it a brifk circular 
motion,thefloating fubftances would 
form their feveral circles or orbs, 
notwithftanding the force of the 
current, with other motions, (if 
round) on their own axels; but 
would continually Ieffen their cir- 
cles, till they all met in one com- 
mon center; and, if they could u- 
nite in one body, as the globules of 
argentum vivum do when in con- 
tact, they would form one com- 
mon globe, and have one common 
center; and the amazing rapidity 
of its motion on its axis, would 
form its atmofphere, which would 
drive and force every thing within 
this powerful vortex, in a circular 
direction, until it reached the globe, 
and there be forced to reft, unlefs 
it were able to pervade it ; and this 
atmofphere, occafioned by the vio- 
lent whirl of the earth on its own 
axis, may be the fole caufe of fixing 
its place and moiions among its 
fifter planets ; fo that, to ufe the 
language of fcripture, “ it hangs 
upon nothing.” Apply this to ev- 


ery other globe in our fyftem, and 
we fhall fee the reafons why they 
cannot interfere with each other, 
without the affiftance of thofe myf 
terious powers, attraction and repul- 
fron. 

Another fimilitude may further 
illuftrate this zew idea. In every 
river where we findavery rapid curs 
rent, and rocks toimpede that cur. 
rent, the water around the impedi- 
ments will be diverted from its nat- 
ural courfe, and take a circular mo. 
tion round the impediments, which 
will be their feveral centers. Now 


fuppofe two fuch rocks, of equal. 


magnitudes, to have caufed fuch a 
circular revolution of the waters 
around them, every thing. within 
the whirl, or vortex, or, if I may 
be allowed the expreflion, watry 
atmofpherc, would not tend to, but be 
forced to the rock, as to a common 
center. And the outmoft circles 
of thofe vortexes, would never in- 
terfere with each other. 

This doétrine may be further il- 
luftrated, by the globe in the elec- 
trical machine, the brifk revolution 
of which globe, on its own axis, 
produces a true and proper atmiof- 
phere, the fame in kind as that of 
this earth, as may be feen by vari- 
ous well known experiments. 

(To be continued.) 


td ek 


The ARABIAN PHILOSOPHER: An ANECDOTE. 


N Arabian philofopher was 

once at the court of a certain 
King, who was'as much diftinguifh. 
ed for his injuffice, as his defpotifin. 
This King, agreeably to his char- 
atteriftic features, was defirous of 
irritating the fage by fome of his 
infults.° To this end he pofitively 
afirmed that, in the infernal re- 


Zions, was a mill for the fole purpose of 


grinding the heads of the learned ; and 
then demanded of the venerable 
philofopher, if it were not fo. He, 
in his turn, replied with a firmnefs 
and dignity worthy the highelt eu- 
logium, * Yes ; but it is the blood 
of tyrants, which makes the mill 
turn.” 
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Osservations on the unhappy Reverse of Fortune, 


experienced by the late 


QUEEN of FRANCE. 


[From Moore’s Journal, Vol. H.] 


WENT laft Sunday, in com- 

pany with an Englith gentle- 
man, to St. Cloud. This was the 
fummer refidence of the Orleans 
family from the time that Monfieur, 
brother to Lewis X1Vth, built the 
chatean, till lately. 

From the houfe itfelf, as well as 
from many parts of the delicious 
park, there is an extentive view, 
comprehending Paris, all the villas 
around it, a rich landfcape of hills, 
woods and meadows, through 
which theSeine flowsin many grace- 
ful windings. The cafcade is great- 
ly admired, and the park has been 
confidered as the happielt effort of 
the genius of Le Noftre, who has 
made a delightful ufe of the variety 
of furface it contains, as well as of 
Seine which flows by it. St. Cloud, 
in the opinion of many, was prefer- 
able to any of the royal villas be- 
fore it became one of them: It was 
purchafed by the Queen from the 
Duke of Orleans about five or fix 
years ago, fince which time, the a- 
partments within the chateau have 
been altered at a great expenfe, and 
much improved. Nothing can be 
conceived more commodious. Not- 
withftanding the richnefs and mag- 
nificence of {ome of the apartments, 
this palace, with all its fplendid fur- 
niture, has remained hitherto un- 
defpoiled and unfullied. 


The contraft between the mag- 
nificence we were beholding, and 
the wretched apartment in which 
the perfon for whom that magnifi- 
cence was prepared, is contined, 
naturally prefented itfelf to our 
minds. This idea, with that of 
the various aggravating circum- 
ftances which attended her confine- 
ment, made us contemplate the 


fplendor of St. Clond through 2 
very gloomy medium. ‘The whole 
manner of the mari who conducted 
us through the apartments, fuffi- 
ciently evinced that his thoughts 
fprang from the fame fource, and 
flowed in the fame channel with 
ours. 

Thofe who have had the curiofity 
to vifit the houfes of princes, and 
villas of nobility, may have re- 
marked with what oftentation and 
pride the houfe keepers and fervants 
conduct ftrangers through magnifi- 
cent apartments ; they enjoy the 
admiration of the vifitors, and fwelk 
with felf importance in proportion 
to the richnefs of the furniture. 
They are not, however, more groff- 
ly miftaken than thofe proprietors, 
who, deriving all their importance 
from the fame quarter, think it 2- 
mounts to a great deal. 

Nothing of this kind, but all that 
is oppofite, appeared in the demean- 
our of the man who attended us 
through the palace of St. Cloud: 
His mind evidently borrowed no 
pride from the magnificence he had 
under his care, but feemed rather 
to be engrofled with the fad fate of 
the owners, and the folicitudes 

——laqueata circum te¢cta volantes. 

The annals of the unfortunate do 
not record any {ituationmore dread- 
ful than that of the unhappy Queen 
of France. 

Any woman in her fituation 
would be extremely miferable; but 
we cannot help thinking that fhe 
tuft be more miferable than any 
other woman in the fame fituation. 

“The diftance at which her rank 
feemed to have placed her from the 
reach of the mifery which now fur- 
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her, renders her fufferings more a- 
tute. ‘This circumftance, indepen- 
dent of any abfurd: prejudice in :fa- 
your of rank, muft increafe the 
fympathy of every feeling heart. 
Although fhe is the daughter of an 
Empreis, the fitter of Emperors, 
and the wife of a King who was 
lately confidered the mott powerful 
in Europe, fhe feems now more pre- 
eminent in wretchednefs than fhe 
ever was in rank and jplendor. 

She was not only a Queen, but 
is a beautiful woman ; not only ac- 
cultomed to the interefted and of- 
tentatious fubmiflion that attends 
power, but to that more pleafing 
attention and obedience which are 
paid to beauty. Fortune accom- 
panied her friendthip ; and happi- 
nefs her fmiles. She found her 
withes anticipated, and faw her ve- 
ry looks obeyed. How painful 
mufi now be the dreadful reverfe ! 
Shut up in a prifon, furrounded 
with barbarians, wretches who re- 
joice in her calamity, and infult her 
forrow, With what affecting pro- 
pricty might this unfortunateQueen 
adopt the pathetic complaint of 
Job?—He hath ferced up my way 
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that I cannot pafi, and he hath fi 
darknefs in my paths. He hath frrip. 
ped me of my glory, and taken the 
crown from my head. He hath de. 
Sirayed me on every fide, and Tam gone : 
And mine hope hath he removed like a 
tree. He hath put my brethren far 
from me, and mine acquaintance are 
verily eftranged from me. My kinf- 
falk have failed, and my familiar 
friends have forgotten me. 

What has this moft unfortunate 
of women already fuffered ? What 
is yet referved for her to endure? 
She has been fhocked by the cruel 
murder of many of her fervants and 
friends, fome of them for no other 
reafon than their fidelity to her. 
She now fuffers all the agonies of 
fuipenfe—her heart throbbing from 
recent wounds, and her mind ter- 
tified, not for her own fate only, 
but for thofe of her fitter, her huf- 
band, and her children.—No! the 
‘annals of the unfortunate do not 
record, nor has the imagination of 
the tragic poet invented, any thing 
more dreadfully affecting, than the 
misfortunes and fufferings of Ma- 
rie Antoinette, Queen of France. 


ot A LEAL LED > PDP >> Pr ——- 
On LOQUACITY. 


"FE HERE is perhaps no frailty 
more univerially imputed to 
the female fex, than a prepenfity to 
Joquacity. Satirifts and moralilts, 
philofophers and pocts, have all 
concurred in ftigmatizing us with 
this, I would hope, in general, 
harmlefs blemifh. The line of the 
old fong quoted in the Spectator is 
in every one’s memory : 
“ I think, quoth Thomas, women’s tongues 
of afpen leaves are made.” 

But the activity of this little 

member is by no means direéted to 


any hurtful purpofe. In many, 
perhaps in the greater part of fe- 
males, it is only a habit they have 
contracted of thinking aloud, and 
has its ufes in fociety ; as it prevents 
diffimulation, expofes their fecrets, 
and almoft realifes the with of that 
ingenuous fage, who defired to 
have windows in his breafi, that all 
the world might fee what patie 
within him. 

The quality of loquacity does 
not appear to me to be confined to 
any particular charagter ; it may 
be 
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their dear felves worth either their 
own attention, or that of their 


be found alike in the good natured 
and the morofe, the candid and 
cenforious, who favour us with an 
inceflant torrent of words, accord. 
ing to their feveral diipofitions ; for 
itis certainly true that * out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth 
{peaketh.” 

It is certain, however, that this 
propenfity to calking is never a fign 
of profound underftanding, but as 
little is it a fign of malignancy, or 
deep and mifchievous plotting : 
The perfons addicted to it cannot 
fail to lay themfelves open to the 
attacks of others, much more than 
to enable themfelves to attack 
them. If they have any {fecrets 
they will almoft certainly be dif- 
clofed; their characters, their views, 
and the > greater part of the events 
of their lives, will be difcovered to 
every hearcr ; and for thefe they 
are fure to receive no return, as 
they will rarely fuffer any perfon to 
{peak but themfelves. ‘Thofe who 
make themfelves the heroes of their 
own little tale, and who perpetually 
tire all who come into their com- 
pany with a never ending narrative 
of what they have done, what they 
have faid, what they forefee, what 
they hose, and what they intend, 
have been accufed of vanity, as if 
they thought no other fubject but 
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hearers : But there are many of 
whom we fhould judge too harfhly 
were we to attribute their nonfenfe 
to fuch a motive. It frequently 
originates from their inclination to 
friendthip, and focial confidence ; 
their fim plicity not permitting them 
to perceive that their frivolous af- 
fairs, which may indeed be of fome 
little confequence to themfelves, are 
not in the leaft fo to their wearied 
and difgufted hearers. 

This habit of perpetual talking 
may, with great propriety be con- 
fidered as a mental difeafe, and 
feems to proceed from a relaxed 
{tate of the mind, which fuffers the 
thoughts to come away in words 
involuntarily. I fear the cure, 
which is the next thing that calls 
our attention, will not be very eafy. 
Whatever may ftrengthen and give 
a ftronger tone to the mind, mutt 
be ufefulin this cafe. Readitig and 
refletion are perhaps the beft ftyp- 
tics to ftop this enfecbling diftharge 
of words, which will only leffen in 
proportion as the mind becomes 
more vigorous, and acquires expe- 
rience and ufeful knowledge. 

LATITIA L 

Lady’s Mag.] 


N. 





PHENO EON 110 
For the MASSACHUSETTS MAGAZINE. 


The SENTIMENTALIST. 


IS foul, faid Henry Har- 

«ood, whofe nerves do not 

vibrate agonizingly when merit or 
beauty are fuppliant and in dillrefs ; 
his hand that can refufe a boon to 
penury, or is unwilling to aflift the 
weary way iaring ftranger, Heaven 
mutt view with horror and detelta- 
tion. He who has a hard heart is 


Vol. Vil. r 


No. I. 


either ftoically ttupid, or rendered 
callous to the cries of diftrefs, by 
the frequent commiflion of the mof 
unpardonable crimes.” 

This moft amiable young man 
never troubled his head with the 
perplexing difquititions of gown- 
men, nor the nice diftinctions of 
{chools—neither did he vex 
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heart by fuffering the reflections of 
cold caution and of mifanthropic 
prudence to delay the gratification of 
its humane impulfes. 4 fellow crea- 
ture in trouble—a man in mifery, Was 
ever, in his eftimation, not only an 
intereftirg, but a venerable object. 
Diftrefs had a demand upon his be- 
nevolence, and its draughts were 
punctually honoured at fight. But 
alas ! our fentimentalit found him- 
{elf too foon a bankrupt, by paying 
the continually increafing debts of 
philanthrepy ; and, eve he had at- 
tained the age of five and taventy, he 
had nothing left for milery. but 
good wifhes and a tear—nothing 
for himfelf but poverty and its in- 
feparable companion, contempt. 

Ye favoure of the race of man, 
with whom hounteous heaven has 
dealt lavithly in the good things of 
this world ! Ye, whofe domes of 
magnificence and {plendid diltribu- 
tions of public charity induce a 
liope that ye have many a mite to 
heltow upon the wretch that fighs 
uifecret! Say, are ye not charmed 
with Henry’s generofity ? Are ye 
not willing with him to fhare your 
lafi folitary farthing with the fon 
or danghter of affliction and adver- 
lity ? Are ye not profelytes to his 
do&rine ? So charmed, io profelyt- 
ed, that you will never fuffer the 
amiable bankrupt to mourn over 
the meagre remembrance oi de- 
parted wealth and happinefs and 
peace ? 

h! honeft querit, thou art 
but a novice in the ways of this 
world, it thou belteveft that the be- 
nevolence of heaven is conveyed 
through the medium of the man 
on whom it fhines, to the wretch 
who lies fhiveriag in the cold cell 
of poverty and woe! Think not 
that the ollentatious diiplay of be- 
neficence in the endowment of 
alms-houles, and the indifcriminate 
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feattering of gifts in the highways 
and market places, are evidences of 
any warmth of heart or of any gen- 
uine emotions of compatiion. An. 
alyze the motives and aims of thefe 
fons of Fortune. Their apparent 
charity will then lofe the femblance 
of the moft lovely of the Chriftian 
virtues—Their hearts will aiforda 
gloomy profpect of wice, pride, hy- 
pocrify, and felf, forming a combin- 
ation deftrudive of the true happi- 
nefs and order of fociety.. Their 
ends and aims are to gain the pop- 
war epplaufe, whereby the deligns 
and withes of their overbearing am- 
bition may be inifured fucceis.— 
From thefe men, Henry mutt not 
hope foravalleviationot hismiferies. 
In their narrow view, private char- 
ity appears inexcufable as the ex: 
travagance of a prodigal; and the 
feeling fentimentalif, as the molt 
foolith and unworthy of all the race 
of man. 

Are thefe ideas of the wealthy 
and magnificent juft? Atk £xperi- 
ence. Hear her anfwer—Reafn 
condemns them at large. Why ? 
Becauie Rea/on cannot believe that 
fuch men can exilt, or that the 
bounty of heaven can be fo abul- 
ed. Experiencein melancholy mood, 
gives them her venerable fanction. 
But ftop—Lives there not a Raf 
fell? "The worthy man in whom 
are united. the wealthy  mer- 
chant, the firm patriot, and the 
friend, the patron, the father ot 
the poor ?—Lived there not a 
Hancock, whole prefence diilipat- 
ed the gloom of diftrefs and forrow 
as the rays of the fun difperfe the 
clouds which obfcure the face of 
day ?—True, querift—But fnceh 
men ate rare, and their fplendid 
light but fhines to make the dark- 
nefs of moft of the refit of mankind 
more horridly vifible. Alas, Henry 
Harewood wandered far from thefe 
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« Gods amcng men,” and he learnt 
how true the foregoing ideas are, 
in the mof painful fchool of the 
great preceptrefs. 

What is more delightful to a 
generous mind, than to pay the due 
tribute of applaufe to merit ?— 
Would to God neceflity and truth 
did not fo frequently oblige us to 
mark the nettles” that deform the 
human character ! However, it is 
fome confolation to the wounded 
mind, that by weeding out “ net- 
tles’”’ weoften difcover a hidden rofe. 

Hiatus in MS®% valde deflendus. 

It was not long after the total 
lofs of Henry’s property and fud- 
den retirement from his once peace- 
ful habitation, which might moft 
emphatically have been called the 
temple of charity, that I paid a vitit 
to a iriend of mine, the minifter of 
the parith of . Myfriendisa 
good man, and when he goes to 
heaven, the fpirit of Yorick will fly 
to meet him and be his conduétor 
to the /uire/ regions of eternal blifs. 
For it Sterme’s pencil drew a ftrong 
and true picture of Yorick, my 
friend the parfon is as much like 
him as frat is like to purity. And 
if it were in my power to give im- 
mortal fame to Parfon , and 
his name and charaéer could be 
remembered when mine and my 
works are forgotten, pofterity 
would declare that Sterne had two 
wriginals from whence he drew one 
portrait, but, whether his picture 
were more like Parfon ——— , or 
Parfon Yorick, it would be pre- 
fumption for future generations to 
determine. 

Candour will forgive this digref- 
fion, for I have only paid a imal} 
debt of praife to men whofe merits 
demand our warmeft admiration, 
and in whom even lynx-eyed crit. 
icifm cannot difcover a fault. 

Ou my arrival at Parfon ——’s 








hofpitable abode, he received me 
with his ufual cordiality ; a cor- 
diality which at once fo demeiti- 
cates a vifitor, that fuch an animal 
‘as a flranger cannot exift for a mo- 
ment under his roof. 

At the fame time that a beam 
of pleafure brightened in the good 
man’s eye, which, a certain /om- 
thing in my bofom told me was 
kindled at my prefence, I perceived 
that the lucid emanation was glif- 
tening through a tear; and had 
not a figh involuntarily ftolen from 
his breatt, the fame /smething which 
developed to me the caufe of the 
pleafure-beam would have called 
the tear the genial dew of hearty ewel- 
come. Congenial fouls, only, can 
experience the dear, the holy luxu- 
ry of fjmpathy. The intercourfe 
and communications of fuch fouls 
need not the vulgar aid of words ; 
a glance of the eye—-a tear—a figh 
in an inflant exprefs more, and. more 
forcibly than volumes of defeription 
or libraries of explanation. 

I was convinced that he had 
fome caufe to be unhappy, and 
from the particular, indifcribable 
expreflion ot the fmile on his lip— 
the fparkle of his eye, and the el- 
oquence of his trembling tears, was 
informed that the caufe of his un- 
happinefs was fentimental and fym- 
pathetic ; not proceeding from his 
own misfortune, but from compaf- 
fion for the miferies of another. 

uick as the operation of the e- 
leftric fluid, the fympathetic magic 
feized my heart, and bade every 
cord of fenfibility vibrate in unifon 
with the feelings of my friend. | 
felt compaffion for /frehady—I knew 
not whom. I had a ftrange fer- 
fation—a melancholy dading, I knew 
not why. It was a prefentiment. — 

Philofophers and ftoies, and di- 
vines more philofophic than prowess 
may ridicule my prefentiment— 
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Let them. I write for thofe who 
can feel, and who can selieve, even 
without having their credence fanc 
tioned, or conviction inforced, be 
metaphyfical induétions, or mathe- 
matical demonitration. 

“TI have been this morning,” 
faid my friend, “ to vifit 2 »z/erable 
fin of adverfity who cance to this 
town laft week, and is now dyin 
in a wretched hovel on the heath. 
If I had known his fituation before, 
he fhould have been removed to my 
houfe, where, if his lifé could not 
have been prolonged by my care 
and affiftance » he would have died 
comfortably. Poor young man! 
He is fo delirious that we cannot 
find out any part of his melan- 
choly hiftory, and he is quite a 
firanger to all who have feen him. 
He es I am well aflured, feen 
better days, and from his incohe- 
rent rhapfodies, I difcover that he 
has been molt genteely and liber- 
ally educated. Alas! Perhaps in 
that poor fufferer | have viewed the 
blafied hope of fond indulgent par- 
ents! For him fome difconfolate 
fair one may at this moment be 
breathing unavailing fighs, and in 
expectation of his return, chiding 
in an agony of impatience the lin- 
Bering hours of abience. in him 

may view the parent, the fon, the 
lover, the brother, the friend, or 
the hufband, torn by misfortune 
from all his heart holds dear, and 
doomed to di¢ among a, Fa 
and in dittrefs. His heart, “if 
gicam of recolleétion can calt a 
momentary glimmer acrofs it, may 
be bleeding ! forfome ablfent relative, 
forme tender connexion to footh the 
anguiih of his laft moments, and 
clole his eyes in death !”’—-He could 
fay no more—grief choaked his ut- 
terance.—-Excellent man ! Thy life 
is a compendium of all that is nec- 
eflary for us. to know to fecure the 
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bleflednefs of heaven ! 

Heaven knows, Henry I I thought 
of thee—And yet I vould not be- 
lieve, that ame ng the numerons 
friend: that thou hadit in the days 
of thy profperity, thon could not 
have found ene to comfort and pro- 

tect thee m the days of thy adv erfi- 
ty. No, He mY, I would not think 
fo bat fely of thofe whom I had feen 
rioting upon the bounties of thy 
nyse faring /usmptucun/ly ev- 
ery day at thy viand loaded board. 
ce Was to thee a 
mou bit ter fe h ol muiitrefs—I won- 
der that I am not a mifanth: Ope. 

Yes, Henry, I thonghe of 1 thee. 
But had it not been for the unceaf- 
ing urgings of an unaccountable 
prefentiment, 1 thould have perfuad- 
ed my good parfon to drop a fub- 
ject fo gloomy and diipiriting. 
But I had perfuaded in vain. His 
whole foul was inveloped in the 
deep gloom of grief; he was ab- 
fent, uneafy, and in tears. He 
was not alone in his forrow, and I 
never valued myfelf fo highly as 
when I felt the warm current of 
compafiion ftreaming down my 
cheeks. And every figh that et- 
caped from my brealt feemed to 
murmur praifes of the heart that 
was melting within me. How dif- 
ferent is the fordid pleafures of 
pride and inflating vanity from the 
felf approbation and felf applaufe 
which ipring from the con{cioufnels 
of innate virtue, and the reilection 
of having done well ! 

Come, faid I, let us go and vifit 
this child of misfortune—let us go 
and comfort him—perhaps we may 
eafe one pang, and his laft breath 
fhall afcend to heaven in a blefling 
upon us! 

We went. Stretched on a bed 
of ftraw—-wet, raggeds it 
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groan, that they might inherit his 
miferable garments to cover fcant- 
ily their own nakednefs—lay the 
once affluent, generous, accomplith- 
ed Henry Harwood.'; He who had 
ruined himfelf to help: his. fellow 
creatures and make’ them happy, 
éxpiring in all the horrorsof unex- 
ampled poverty ! 

The ray of reafon lent a laft 
faint glimmer—a.tranfient gleam 
lighted in his eye—he faw us—he 
knew us—he could not fpeak. J 
bent over my poor dying Henry— 
I clafped his cold hand—he felt 
the tear drop from my eye on his 
pale cheek-——it was a cordial to his 


‘burfting heart, that for a moment 


feemed to allay the agonies and 
check the chilly approach of 
death. But it was over. He caf 
his eyes piteoufly on me—then on 
my weeping friend—then up to 
heaven, and with one figh and con- 
vulfive ftruggle, clofed them for- 
ever! And if 1 thould live thefe 
hundred years, the refection that I 
foothed one agony, eafed one pang 
ot his laft moments, will be a ¢rea/- 
ure of happinefs to me, even if mil- 
fortune and fate fhould compel me 
to die in a dove! or a heath, {till more 
difconfolate and poor than my la- 
mented Henry Harewood. 





990 OKIE OOD Oe 
TRANSCRIBED for the MASSACHUSETTS MAGAZINE. 
On the Connuct of a Young Lapy during CourTsuip. 


oS know I promifed to give 
you my fentiments on the fub- 
ject which lately engaged us in con- 
veriation, I mean on the conduct 
of a young lady during courtthip, 
thongh perhaps thofe who know 
us, May imile at my afluming the 
office of a Mentor ; yet as | have not 
been an unobtervuig fpectator of the 
conduc of the world, nor efeap- 
ed wat difoult which impropriety 
and iudecorum frequently excite, 
you mut forget my age, and look 
only at the precepts without a 
glance at the preceptor. 

{f you contiler, for a moment, 
that the man who offers you his 
hand, feleéts you from-all his ac- 
quaintance, as his intimate friend, 
thecompanion of his heart, the fhar- 
er of his pleafures and his misfor- 
iunes ; you will perceive itto bea 
dittinétion peculiarly flattering : Yet 
itis a diftinétion, which a momen- 
tary fancy may excite, which inter- 
efied motives may, dictate, or the 
more trifling. vanity of, poflefling a 
perion ulually admired and_ ire- 


quently courted, induce. Look at 
thefe motives, apply them to the 
man who now folicits your diltine- 
tion, and treat him accordingly. If 
you find that his application refults 
from tranfitory or unworthy cant- 
es, you can have no helitation: Re- 
jet him, without fuffering your 
heart to fuggelt a hint in his favour. 
If, on the contrary, you perceive 
that his love is founded on efteem, 
on a knowledge of your dilpofition, 
on the qualities of your mind ; if 
itis no licht efufion of themoment, 
but the refult of a fteady deliberate 
refolution, you may patie, and hold 
the balance with a fteady hand. 
But here, my dear girl, comes the 
trial, the fevere ordeal, which few of 
your fex pafs through with impu- 
nity. Thofe who have figured in 
the gay world, who have been flat- 
tered and attended with the fervili- 
ty which diflinguifhes the infipid 
danglers. of the drawing room, 
finda pleafure in this round of trit- 
lige ;..their depraved appetites, by 
fo.jong abftinence from folid and 
nutritious 
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nutritions diet, are unable to digeft 
any thing but the trafh with which 
they have been fed. Ladies of this 
ftamp receive every offer from a 
man of modeft worth, and refpect- 
able talents, with difdain ; and from 
their ufual companions, never meet 
a fimilar propofal. On the other 
hand, the more humble dependent 
catches at a profpect of a perma- 
nent eftablifhment, free from the 
galling fetters which the has fo long 
felt. In this new fituation fhe fees 
nothing but pleafure without re- 
{traint, but freedom without alloy. 
I need not tell you, Nancy, that the 
condué of each clafs is equally re- 
prehenfible. There is a different 
kind of difpofition which is occa- 
fionally found both in the one and 
the other, equally fatal to its own 
intereft and to its own happinefs. 
It is diltinguifhed by romantic ex- 
pectations, and a trifling timidity, 
not the refult of a delicate caution, 
but of a weak, indecifive mind. The 
romantic girl, freth from the circu- 
Jating library, looks for the hero of 
a novel, and yields only after a long 
courtfhip, in which all the artillery 
of attentions, duels, and intrigues 
have been expended. She who ts 
weak and indecifive, leads her lover 
on by continual expectation, till his 





paffion, neceflarily tranfitory if un. 
requited, decays, and is, at laft, ex- 
tinguithed. She then declaims on 
his inconitancy. 

Look at thefe feveral piétures 
with attention ; examine the con- 
tradictory and jarring atoms which 
may yet meet in one individual, 
and you will find fome clue to un- 
ravel the giddy excentricities of the 
coquette, of the artful procraitina- 
tions of the prude. Avoid both 
of thefe extremes : Indeed they re- 
quire only to be contemplated, to 
be rejeéted with difguit. 1 will 
now fuppoefe that you have confid- 
ered the motives, the fituation, and 
even the perfon of the man who ad- 
dreiies you, with a proper impar- 
tiality ; and having guarded your 
own mind by a proipeét of the er- 
rors of others, have examined your 
inclinations with a rigid ferutiny. 
There are two maxims very gener- 
ally received by young girls as un- 
difputed truths, though both are e- 
qually fallacious: The one, that to 
accept the hand of a lover requires 
an ardent love ; the other, that the 
perfon who has once loved, can 
never be again in the fame fitua- 
tion. Itis worth while to fpend a 
few moments on each of thefe po- 
fitions. ( Remainder next month.) 
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DescriPTion of the RAVEN. 
{From Haxats’s Natural Hiftory of the Bible.} 


HE Raven is a well known 
bird of prey. From its feed- 
ing upon carrion, &c, it was de- 
clared unclean by the law of Mo- 
fes, Levit. xi. 16. When Noah fent 
the raven out of the ark to fee if the 
waters were returned from cover- 
ing the earth, the bird did not re- 
turn again, as it could live on the 
floating carrion. Gen. viii, 6, 7. 
ft has been faid that when the 
raven fees its young newly hatched, 


aud covered with a white down, or 
pen feathers, it conceives fuch an a- 
verfion to them that it forfakes 
them, and does not return to its 
neft till after they are covered with 
black feathers. It is to this, they 
fay, the Pfalmift makes allufion 
when he fays, Pfal. exlvii. 9. The 
Lord giveth to the beaft his food, avd 
to the young ravens which cry: And 
Job, xxxviii. 41. Who provideth the 
raven his food ? when bis young ones 

cry 
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cry unto God, evandering for want of 
seat. But thofe who have more dili- 
gently examined the natute of birds, 
are not agreed about this fa&, which 
indeed has too much the air of a 
fable to be credited without good 
proofs. Voflius fays that it is the 
extreme voracity of the young ra- 
vens that makes the old ones fome- 
times forfake their nefts when they 
find themfelves not able to fatisty 
them. Others will have it that 
this proceeds only from the forget- 
fulnefs of the old ravens, that they 
think no longer of returning to their 
nefts, in order to feed their young. 
Others imagine that Job and the 
Pfalmift allude to what is faid by 
fome naturalifts, that the ravens 
drive out their young ones early 
from their nefts, and oblige them 
to feek food for their own fufte- 
nance. The fame kind Providence 
which furnifhes fupport tohisintelli- 
gent offspring, is not unmindful to 
the wants, or inattentive to the de- 
fires, of the meaneft of his creatures. 
**Lo, the young ravens, from their ncft 
exil’d, 
Onhunger’s wing attempt the aerial wild ! 
Who leads their wanderings, and their 


feaft fupplies ? 
To God afcend their importuning cries.” 


Chrift inftructs his difciples, from 
this fame circumftance, to truft in 
the care and kindnefs of heaven. 
Confider the ravens, for they neither 
fow nor reap, neither have flore houfe, 
nor barn; and God feedeth them. 


Honw much better are ye than the fowls. 
Luke xii. 24. 

Many have thought that the 
prophet Elijah was in his retirement 
fed by this bird. But a writer in 
the memoirs of literature, for April 
1710, proves from many authors, 
that there was in the country of 
Bethichan, in Deeapolis, by the 
brook Cherith or Carith, a little 
town called Aorabi ot Orbo : And 
he therefore explains the word or- 
bim, which in 1 Kings, xvii. 4. we 
tranflate ravens, of the inhabitants 
of that village, fome of whom, he 
contends, daily carried bread and 
flefh to Elijah, who was retired to 
and laid in a cave in the neighbour- 
hood. And he fupports this inter- 
pretation by the opinions of Chal- 
dee, Arabic, and Jewifh writers. 

The dlacknef; of the ravenhas long 
been proverbial. It is alluded toia 
Cantic. v. 11. 


Solomon, fpeaking of the peculi- 
ar regard and veneration due to the 
worthy perfons and /alutary in{truc- 
tions of parents, ob/erves that an 
untimely fate and the want of de- 
centinterment may be expected from 
the contrary : And that the leering 
eye which throws wicked contempt 
on a good father, and infolent dif- 
dain ona tender mother, fthall be 
dug out of the unburied expofed 
corpfe by the ravens of the valley, 
and eaten up by the young cagles. 
Prov. xxx. 17. 
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American Bing raphy: Or, An Hiftorical Account of thofe Perfons, whe have 
been diftinguifhbed in America, as Adventurers, Statefmen, Philefophers, 
Dizines, Warriors, Authors, and other remarkable Charaéers. By Fere- 
my Belknap, D.D. Vil. I. Printed at Beflon—a4o0 pages, 8vo. pr. of: 


N° publications are perhaps 
j more univerfally reliihed, 
than biographical; or, when judi- 
cioufly conducted, more generally 


ufeful. From the literary reputa- 

tion of Dr. Belknap, great exy e¢ta- 

tions of the work under confidera- 

tion, were reafonably formed, prior 
to 
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to its appearance. Yet few, we 
prefume, contemplatedthe extenfive 
utility, which even a curfory-in- 
fpection of this volume encourages 


us to expect from a protecution of 


his plan. Not contenting himfelf 
with a fimple delineation of thofe 
characters, which are more ‘gener- 
ally known, the Dr. with indefati- 
gable perfeverance, and with a cu- 
riofity for inveltigation, peculiar to 
himfeli, has explored the moft 're- 
mote traniactions, connected’ with 
the fettlement of America. 

The work is pretaced with a Dif- 


fertation on the circumnavi gation of 


Africa by the ancients ; and its proba- 
ble « confequencey the po epulation of forme 
part of America. That this cirewm- 
navigation was performed by the 
command of Necho, King of E- 
gypt, fo early as 600 years befor 
Chriit, our author, after minutely 
examining the authorities, with 
fome helitancy admits. ‘ Thefe,” 
he adds, “are all the evidences 
which I have had opportunity, to 
examine refpecting the queltion of 
the circumnavigation of Africa, 
and, upon the whole, there appears 
to be this peculiarity attending the 
fubject, that it was believed by thofe 
who lived neareil to the time, when 
the voyage of Necho is faid to have 
been made; and, that in propor- 
tion to the difllance of time after- 
ward, it was doubted, difbelieved, 
and denied ; till its credibility was 
eftablifhed beyond all doubt by the 
Porturuefe adventurers in the fif- 
teenth sin 

The probable confequence of this 
circumnavigation, viz. the popula- 
ey of fome part of America, is 

ftablifhed by a variety of well at- 
tefted facts, and the Do@or’s own 
reufoning upon the fubject. His 
reafoning, however, while it admits 
the prob: thi uty, that America was 
known to dome of the ancients, ex- 


chides the firppofition of any wzutus$ 
intercourfe, between this and the old 
world. “ Theie inflances,” he fays, 

after relating feveral facts, which 
have been adduced in fupport of 
the hypothefis, * may ferve as io 
many {pecimens of the manner, in 
which America might have proved 
an afylum to fome of the ancient 
navigators of. the African ceatts, 
or of the Canaiy Iflands': and be- 
ing arrived, it would be imyoffible 

for them | to. return. The: fame 
winds which brought them hither, 
continuing to blow from the “call. 
ward, would cither difcourage them 
from making the attempt, or oblige 
them to "put back if they miade it. 
No arguments then can be drawn 
from thence; in favour of a mutual 
intercour/2 between. this and the old 
continent. Thofe who would prove 
that America was known to the 
ancients, muft produce better evi- 
dence than they have yet produc- 
ed, if they contend for any other 
knowledge, than what was acquir- 
ed by caiual:difcoverers, who neve 

returned.”” Some other. opinions 
on the fubje& are then cited, after 
which the Differtation is concluded 
thus :—** I fhall add one only re- 

mark, arifing from the preceding 
obfervations; that if any acceffion 
of inhabitants was made to Amer- 
ica, by the defultory migration of 
the Phenician or Carthaginian nav- 
igators, it is molt rational to look 
for them between the tropics ; the 
very place where the Charaibes 
were found,” 

The Door, in conformity to 
his plan, then proceeds to a bio- 
graphical or hiftorical account of 
the sfe perfint, 4 avho have been diftingui/h- 
ed in Anterica, as Adventurers. He 
begins with an examination of fome 
diicoveries, which are fuppofed to 
have been'made, in fome parts of 
America, in the beginning of the e- 
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jeventh century ; more than 400 
years previots to the fr/? difcovery 
by Columbus. Some of thefe our 
author treats as fabulous; others, 
as the inventions of envy and na- 
tional pride ; and none of them, if 
admitted to have been actually 
made, will he allow “ to detract, 
in the leaft, from the merit of that 
celebrated navigator.” 

The work is brought down to a- 
bout the year 1620, the time of the 
eftablithment of the council of 
Plymouth. This volume is canfe- 
quently confined to an account of 
European adventurers. Among 
thefe Chriftopher Columbus, Sir 
Walter Raleigh, and Capt. John 
Smith, are moft confpicuous. Our 
author has judicioufly interfperfed 
a detail of important tranfactions 
and amufing anecdotes. His ftyle 
appears happily adapted to his 
fubject ; always perfpicuous, never 
dazzling, and rarely vulgar. 

The expreflion, met with, has, per- 
haps, a lefs claim to elegance, than 
any other, which the Doétor, as fre- 
quently, ufes; and, when ufed as 
fynonymous with /uffer, or /uftain, 
might, we think, be eafily avoided. 

Agreeably to the Doétor’s pro- 
pofals, an account of State/men, Phi- 
icfophers, Divines, Warriors, and Au- 
thors, is yet expected. Under thefe 
feveral branches, the work will nat- 
urally embrace the moft important 
tranfactions fince the fettlement of 
our country ; and, if the talents of 
the author are defervingly encour- 
aged, Dr. Belknap may difpute the 
palm with the firft of our Ameri- 
ean authors, 

‘The following extracts may ferve 
as 2{pecimen of the Doétor’s com- 
pofition. 

«In the life of this remarkable 
man there is no deficiency of any 


* Some of thefe obfervations are taken 


ettlements in America, Vol. L, Chap. viii. 
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quality which can conftitute a tru- 
ly great character.* His genius 
was penetrating, and his judgment 
folid. He had acquired as much 
knowledge of the fciences as could 
be obtained at that day ; and he 
corrected what he had learned, by 
his own obfervations. His con- 
ftancy and patience were equal to 
the moft hazardous undertakings. 
His fortitude furmounted many dif- 
ficulties ; and his invention. extri- 
cated him out of many perplexities. 
His prudence enabled him to con- 
ceal or fubdue his own infirmities ; 
whilit he took advantage of the 
pafiions of others, adjutting his be- 
haviour to his circumiftances ; tem- 
porizing, or acting with vigour, as 
the occafion required. 

“‘ His fidelity to the ungrateful 
Prince, whom he ferved, and whofe 
dominions he enlarged, muft render 
him forever confpicuous as an ex- 
ample of juftice; and his attach- 
ment to the Queen, by whofe influ- 
ence he was raifed and fupported, 
will always be a monument of his 

atitude. 

«“ To his other excellent qualities 
may be added his piety. He al- 
Ways entertained, and on proper 
occafions expreffed, a reverence for 
the Deity, and a firm confidence in 
his care and protection. In his de- 
clining days, the confolations of re- 
ligion were his chief fupport ; and 
his laft words were, “ [nto thy 
hands, O Lord, 1 commend my 
{pirit.”” 

“ The perfecution and injuilice 
which he fuifered, may be traced 
up to the contraét, which he infift- 
ed on, before he engaged in the 
plan of difcovery. ‘That a foreign- 
er fhould attain fo high a rank as 
to be Viceroy for life, and that the 
honour of an Admiral fhould be 

hereditary 


from Dr. Campbell's account of European 
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hereditary in his family, to the ex- 
clufion of all the nobles of Spain, 
was more than their pride and jeal- 
oufy could endure ; and they con- 
ftantly endeavoured to depreciate 
his merit ; the only foundation on 
which his honours were erected. 

“ There is a ftory recorded b7 
Peter Martyr, a contemporary hil- 
torian, which exemplifies their mal- 
ice, and his ingenuity in riimg fu- 
perior to it. After the death of 
the Queen, the nobility affected to 
mfinuate, that his difcoverics were 
more the refult of actident and 
good fortune, than of any well con- 
certed meafures. One day at a 
public dinner, Columbus having 
borne much infulting raillery on 
that head, at length called for an 
egg, and afked whether any of 
them could fet it wpright on its lit- 
tle end. They all confeffed it to 
be impoflible. Columbus {ftriking 
it gently, flatted the fhell till it 
ftood upright on the table. The 
company, with a difdainful fneer, 
¢ried out, “ Any body might have 
done it.”— Yes (faid Columbus } 
but none of you thought of it; fo 
] difcovered the Indies, and now 
every pilot can fteer the fame courfe. 
Many things appear eafy when 
once performed, thotgh before, 
they were thoughtimpoflible. Re- 
member the fcofts that were thrown 
at me, before I put my defign in 
execution. Then it was a dream, 
a chimera, a delufion ; now it is 
what any body might have done as 
well as 1.” When this ftory was 
told to Ferdinand, he could not 
but admire the grandeur of that 
f{pirit, which at the fame time he 
Was enceavouring to deprefs.” 

“© In this firft vifit, which the 
natives of Canada received from 
the Europeans, we have a ftriking 
inftance of their primitive manners. 
Sufpecting no danger, and influen- 
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ced by no fear, they embraced the 
ftranger with unaffected joy. ‘Their 
huts were open to receive him, 
their fires and furs to give warmth 
and reft to his weary limbs ; their 
food was fhared with him or given 
m exchange for his trifles; they 
were ready with their fimple med- 
icines to heal his difeafes and his 
wounds; they would wade through 
rivers and clime rocks and moun- 
tains to guide him in his way, and 
they would remember and requite 
his kindnefs more than it deferved. 

«“ Unhappily for them they fet 
too high a value on their new gueft. 
Imagining him to be of a heavenly 
origin, they were extravagant and 
unguarded in their firft attachment, 
and from fome fpecimens of his fu- 
periority, obvious totheirfenfes, they 
expected more than ouglit ever to 
be expected from beings of the fame 
fpecies. But when the miftake was 
difcovered, and the itranger whom 
they had adored, proved to be no 
more than human, having the fame 
inferior defires and paflions with 
themfelves ; efpecially when they 
found their confidence mifplaced 
and their generous friendfhip ill re- 
quited ; then the rage of jealoufy 
extinguifhed the virtne of benevo- 
Jence ; and they ftruggled to rid 
themfelves of him, as an enemy, 
whom they had received into their 
bofoms as a friend. 

« On the other hand, it was too 
common for the European adven- 
turer, to regard the man of nature 
as an interior being ; and whilft he 
availed himfelf of his ftrength and 
experience, to abufe his contidence, 
and repay his kindnefs with infult 
and injury; to fligmatife him as 2 
heathen and a favage, and to be- 
flow on him the epithets of deceit- 
ful, treacherous, and cruel ; though 
he himfelf had firft fet the example 
of thefe deteftable vices.” 

CABINET 
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A POEM, 


Occafiened by the death of Lieut. 'T—- F. 
of the Majfachufetts Line, in the late Conti- 
nental Army, who died at Port-au-Priace, in 
‘Fanuary, 1794. 


HAT ftrange, what folemn founds 
invade my ears ? 
Why heave thofe deep drawn fighs, why | 
fail thofe tears ? 
Alas! too plain in every face I read, 
Damen i: dead, and love and friend/bip bleed 4 
Damon, in whom each grace and virtue | 
fhone ; {known ; 
Damon, whofe worth, far as his name w pe 
Whoie face beam’d health ; whole char- 
acter could blend 
The father, hufband, brother, fon, and , 
friend ; 
Arrefted in bis mid ¢areer, he lies 








Upon a di@ant fhore, beneath ungenial | 


ikies. 


Oh mufe, tho’ ftranger to my call, attend, 

And for this once veuchfafe to be my 

friend ; [lief, 

Help me to vield the wounded breaft re- 
bs mitigate the killing pangs of grief ; 

To footie the widow’s anguith, to impart 


pi 


> > 


When maniac Britain rear’d her mur- 

derous knife, 

To rob her infant ofspring of its life ; 

Urg’d on our ruin with relentiefs hate, 

And death or flavery feem’d Columbia’s 
fate ; 

When every hofom glow'’d with patriog 
zeal, 

And every hero grafp’d the fatal feel ; 

Damon undaunted heard his country’s call, 

Aad ran, refolv’d to conquer or to fall ; 

With more than manly fire his bseaft was 
warm, 

Though twice eight years had fearcely 
nerv’d his arm. 

_ Here every toil with patieace he fuftain’d, 

With courage fought, and martial Longa 
gai *d; 

Though fortune frown’d he *ept his dane 
gerous poft, 

Nor left his country’s caufe when needed 
moft, 

But firmly flood mid war and death's 
alarms, 

Till sight prevail’d and victory crowa'd 
our arms ; 

Till Heaven and Washington repeil'd the 
ioe, 

And laid the pride-fwoln creft of Britain 


low ; 





The balm of comfort to the or phan’s 


heart, [lend 


To cafe the weeping parent’s pain, and , 


Sweet confolation to cach mourning friend. | 


Damon is dead { but {till his memory | 
lives ; 


What pain, what pleafure the reflecticn | 


gives ! 
It lives, it blofioms, while his mortal part 
A victim falls to death’s relentlefs dart ; 
In honour’s roll unfullicd ftands his name, 
£’en malice dares not blaft his fpotlefs 
fame ; 
Though fhort his life, all tongues his 
praifes fpread ; 
Alive belov’d, and mourn’d by all when 
dead, 


Till hoftile troops forfook the fanguine 
plain, 

And heaven-born peace refum'd her happy 
reign ; 

| Till war and all its thoufand horrors patt, 

Fair independence own'd her fons at laft ; 

Aad freedom, all her painful wanderings 





o'er, 

Fix’d her firm feat upon our weftern fhore. 

And now, the haughty defpot fore'd to 

yicld, 

The vitor foldier quits the blood-ftain’é 
ficld; * 

And pleas’d that toil, and war, and flaugh- 
ter ceafe, 

Returns to biefs his friends and live in 
peace, 


What 
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What heart-felt pleafure beam’d in 
Damon's face, 
When peace reftor’d him to our fond em- 
brace ; 
When after eight long years of toil and 
ain, 
When valiant thoufands grafp’d the fatal 
plain, 
His life, by heaven preferv’d mid threat- 
ening foes, 
While well-carn’d laurel deck’d his grace- 
ful brows. 
He came once more, releas’d from mar- 
tial ftrife, 
To tafte domettic joys, the fweeteft joys of 
life. 


With friendthip now and long loft qui- 

et bleit, 

Love is not long a ftranger to his breatt ; 

Lucinda’s gharms an unknown flame in- 
{pire, 

And fill the hero with a lover’s fire. 

His fuit he urg’d, nor met with cold dif- 
dain, 

For worth like his can never fue in vain; 

But equal flames in both their hearts were 

. found, 

And mutual love their mutual wifhes 
crown’d; 

The nuptial rite confirm'd what love 
had done, 

And join’d their hands, whofe hearts be- 
fore were one. 

*Tis thus that beauty crowns the warrior’s 
care ; 

“ Nonc, but the brave and good, deferves 


“ the fair.” 


Thus Hymen’s chain nyo fouls conge- 
nial bound ; 
In peace and fove each day and year roll'd 
round ; 
Blifs follow’d blifs, like wave fuccceding 
wave, 
Nor knew alloy but fuch asablence gave; 


Till twice four years their rapid flight had 
fped, 

And left four lovely children in their 
ftead, 

When fate fent Damon to the roaring 
main, 


And dire misfortune took its turn to reign. 


The father finds his tender charge in- 
creas’d, 

And anxious parent’s pain invades his 
breaft ; 

Three fmiling daughters and one lovely 
boy, 

Swect pledges of his love, his cares em- 
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For thefe he quits the peaceful fhore, for 
thefe 

He tempts the dangers of the hoifterous 
leas ; 

Leaves the dear partner of his joys to 
weep, 

And trufts the raging winds, and faithlefs 
deep ; 

To climes, that groan beneath the fcorch- 
ing ray 

Of atoo vertic fun, he bends his fated way. 


And now the wifh’d for port appears 


in view : 

Joy fills the hearts of all the feaworn 
crew ; 

Tir’d of the main, they hail the welcome 
land, 


And Jeap exulting on the fatal ftrand. 


The men refrefli’d, the mafter vends 
his wares ; 

The fhip new freighted now to fail pre- 

paces ; 

When, lo, a cruel mandage fpeeds from 

court ; 

A dire embargo fhuts her up in port ! 


While thus upona fultry fhore de- 

tain’d, 

Where ficknefs rag’d, and death and hor- 
ror reign’d, 

Far from his dcareft mate, his much lov'd 
home, 

Unhappy Damon met his early doom. 

Confum'd by febrile fires, behold he lies, 

His vigorous frame diffolves, he groans, he 
dies ! 

Not every friendly care could Damon fave 

From death, a fudden death, and a» un- 
timely grave ! 


What pen, what language can defcribe 
the {mart, 
The cruel pangs, which rent Lucinda’s 
heart, 
When firft th’ officious winds the tidings 
bore 
To her fiunn’d ears, that Damon was no 
more ! 
Oh with what truth th’ immortal poet 
cries, 
** When fuch friends part, 'tis the furvivor 
dies '” 
Oh widow’'d fair, permit a friend fincere 
To drop with you o’cr Damon’s urn ene 


tear ; 
And while he owns the juftnefs of your 
grief, 


Accept his fond attempt to give relief. 
"Tis truc the partner of your choice is 





ploy ; 


gone, flone 5 

And gou muft meet the ftorias of fate # 
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*Tis trae your babes demand your every 
care, 

And you are left a twofold weight to bear ; 

Robb’dof afather,ere his worth they knew, 

‘They claim a more than father’s love in 

ou; 

Yet, be aflur’d, ’tis impious to complain ; 

Indulgent heaven cannot afflict in vain ; 

‘That hand which fent the hard but right- 
cous blow, 

Can doubly recompenfe your weight of 
Wo; 

That gracious power who hears the ravcn’s 


cry, 
Will et all needful aid, and every want 
fupply. 
May the who mourns a dear, a much 
tov'd fon, 
Sincerely cry, “ God’s holy will be done.” 
Taug it in affliction’s {chool may fhe refign 
Her every care to heaven, nor dare repine. 
In early life the ruthlefs hand of fate 
Snatch'd from her fond embrace her lov- 
ing mate ; 
At length a fon’s untimely death the 
mourn’d, 
Who fought the main and never more re- 
turn’d; 
Another partner from her arms is torn, 
And now another fon fhe’scall’d to mourn. 
Oh death, relentlefs death, how oft thy 
dart 
Has pierc’d her bofom with the keeneft 
{mart ! 
Yet may her mind a confolation know 
Beyond the utmoft reach of pain and wo. 
Heaven grant that all her future years 
may be 
From cach rude care and every forrow 
free ; 
May all her griefs with intereft be repaid ; 
May every blefling reft upon her head ; 
Her fettiug fun without a cloud go down, 
And endlefs happinefé her virtues crown, 
May he who now a brother’s lofs de- 
plores, 
Since a kind Providence has bleft his 
ftores, 
Receive the helplefs orphans to his care, 
And fhicld their innocence from every 
{nare ; 
Supply each want, their every grief af- 
iuage, 
And be the faithful guardian of their ten- 
der age. 
Le: all who hear with pain the folemn 
news, 
Accept this tribute of the penfive mufe ; 
And while o'er Damon’s urn they drop a 
tear, 





With juft regard the friendly warning 
hear— 
Submit to heaven, nor raife one murmuring figh, 
Bui learn to live like him, aud like bim learn to dies 
PHILO, 
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To a ROBIN. 


ELCOME {weet warbler to my cell, 
Here may’ft thou pour thy footh- 
ing ftrain, 
In this lone bow’r fequefter’d dwell, 
Where nought but rural pleafures reign, 


Slow winds the riv’let o’er the lawn, 
And zephyrs wanton through the vale, 

Here may ft thou hail the rifmg morn, 
And pour thy accents on the gale, 


No bufy demons haunt my grove, 
Nor fickly cares difturb my reft, 

But balmy peace, and imiling love, 
Still hold their empire in my breaft. 


Come then, fweet minftrel of the plain, 
And cheer me with thy melting lays: 
lt hang with rapture on thy ftrain, 
And on each zephyr breathe my praife. 
When malice hurls her verom’d dart, 
Or forrow’s ftreams begin to flow ; 
Thy notes thal! foothe my wounded heart, 
And gild the bitter pill of woe. 
THE VILLAGE LASS. 





The Contented Lazrourer. 


So"t boaft of their riches and fome of 
high life, 

1 boaft of what’s better, I mean a good 
wife ; 

With her, though a fhilling I've fearce at 
command, 

I'm as happy as any great man in the 
land. 

‘To work I go early, am cheerful all day, 

The fame when employ'd as | am when 
at play ; 

And when to my cottage at eve I repair, 

I’m met with a {mile by a good-natur’d 
fair. 

The fupper is ready it matters not what, 

If this, it is right, and the fame if ’tis that ; 

Contentment’s a feaft, asd what more can 
I with, 

A relifh it gives tothe moft homely dith. 

Ye bachelors lift, and with care now at- 
tend, [friend ; 

To this my advice, for it comes from a 

If you would lead happy and peaceable 

lives, {have good wives. 

Le guod firft yourfelves, and you'll all 

- “ [ Z. uly’s Mag. 
DAMON’ 
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DAMON’s SOLILOQUY. 
THOUSAND cares opprefs my 
heart, 
While I on Delia gaze ; 
Which render poignant love’s keen dart, 
And fill me with amaze. 


Who ever faw thofe gentle eyes, 
Which fine with beauty’ s fire ; 

Whofe dofom did not beave with fighs, 
And melt with fond defire ? 


Who ever faw thofe lips of love 
Which fre the foul to blifs ; 

Who would not die his love to prove— 
Or fea! it with a kils ? 

Can vows of conftancy obtain 
My lovely Delia’s heart ?-— 

Then I will cow fweet peace to gain, 
And ne'er from her depart. 

O turn one pitying look on me, 
And eafe my heart from pain ; 

One tender fils would fet me free, 
Aad cheer my foul again. 

ALONZQO. 

Boflon, May 6, 1794. 
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A SONNET. 
HEN fick’ning hope fad thoughts 
inipire, 

{ mourn’d for thee my plaintive lyre ; 

A pilgrim tear illum’d the eye, 
That thou wer't on the willow hung, 
And from the bofom ftole a figh, 

Alas, dear lyre, for thee unftrung. 


When foftly drop'd the brilliant dew, 
I took thee to the fhelly fhore, 

There to thy wild founds breath'd adicu, 
And {wept thy ftrings the laf time o'er. 


But, ah ! "twas rath and pity too, 
For thou hadft all the fuff’rer’s love ; 
Yes, now again thy fongs I woo, 
And fnatch thee from the willow grove. 
LAVINIA, 





For the MassacnusetTTs MaGazine. 
SONNET, to Anna Lovisa, on 
her * One to FANCY.” 
S** child of Puensus, and the cldeft 

Grace, { face, 
Whofe lyre melodious and enchanting 
The blended titles of thy birth pro- 
claim ; 
Say, lovely Naian of Cafalia’: Rreams, 
Why thus thy mufe on Fiction’s pillow 
dreams, Dame ? 


And fondly woos the rajabow-mantled 








When ftern misfortune with her gorgom 
frown 
| Congeals the fairy face of blifs to ftone, 
Hore to the horns of Fancy’s. altay 
flies ; 
But what gay nun would feck afylum 
there, 
When beauty, love, and fortune crown the 
fair, 5 
And Hymen’s temple greets her rap- 
tur’d eyes? 
Then hafte, fweet nymph, to blefs the ars 
dent youth, 
Fhen, Fancy, “ tub to be excell'd by 
Travia.” 
MENANDER. 
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An ELEGY, 
\ HEN fable night ufurp’d her dread 
domain ; 
When meurniul Glence brooded o’er the 
oa moura her Doris’ haplefs doom, 
Repair’d, ia anguifh,to the lonely tomb. 
There thro’ the night fhe trll’d her 
mournful lay, 
And thus, with tears was often heard to 
fay— 
" Uabingy youth! alas, could noth- 
ing fave, 
Thy blooming honours from th’ untimely 
grave ! ‘ 
Ah, no! if e’er a pure, exalted mind, 
'f polifh’d manners and a tafte refin’d ; 
Or if mild dove-eyed innocence could 
fave ; 
Long, long had Doris ’fcap’d the gloomy 
grave. 
His morning lower'd; his day was foon 
o’ercalt; 
And, like a flower, he fell before the blaft. 
His mem’ry oft fhall call the deep drawn 
figh ; [eye. 
And pity’s tears fhall wet the mourner’s 
Oft to thy grave, thy father fhall repair, 
And weep, dear youth, in fecret filence 
there. 
Thy fifter too fhall heave the plaintive 
figh, 
While drops of forrow hang in either eye. 
Thy brother oft fhall tread the lonely 
plain, 
And fadly mingle in the mourning train. 
Yon aged tree that hums to every gale, 
With many a groan thy haplefs fare fhal! 
wail. 
The length’ning grafs that o’er thy lone 
tomb bends, 
Shall figh thy fate to melancholy winds. 
E’ca 
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E’en the fad ow! that fits on yonder hill 

in deep defpondence her iong notes fhall 
trill. 

The moon’s pale orb fhall caft a mourn- 
ful light, 

And dreatier make the dreary hours of 
night. 

The ftars that twinkle thro’ the midnight 
gloom, 

Shall point the weary trav'ler to thy tomb; 

There fhall he flop and read the letter’d 
ftone, [own. 

And from thy fate fhall early learn his 
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ACROSTICS. 
By Chapman Whitcomb. 
7 arm’d in thunder ne’er appear’d 
more great : 
Old Delai Lama on his throne of ftate 
Had not more votaries, no Turkifh Dey, 
Nor caftern fage had more refpect than he. 


His houfe the feat of bofpitality, 

And fam’d for alms and deeds of charity ; 

Noble his mien and elegant his air, 

Comely his perfon and his vifage fair; 

Old Cato’s virtues did his actions grace, 

Courticrs were aw'd, and fenators gave 
place ; 

Knowledge and digrity fhone in his face. 





STAND forth great Patriot, make our 
good thy care, 
And deign to take the governmental chair ; 
Meet our beft withes, with propitious 
mind ; 
Unrival’d in our love, to us be kind. 
Eclips’d by merit, rivals all fubmit, 
Laying their wither’d laurels at thy fect. 
As we have manifefted our good will, 
Devote thyfelf to ferve thy country ftill. 
As thou art call’d to guide the helm of 
ftate, 
Make us as happy as thou’rt wife and 
reat ; 


So fhall tlry complaifance our hopes ful- 
fil. 
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LINES to the Vittace Lass. 


\ \ J HEN Sappho’s harmony entranc’d 
the foul, 
And Della Crufca tun’d her artlefs lay, 
Their pleafing notes each pafion would 
control, 
And o’er the fancy bear unbounded 
{way. 
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The Mufes’ fav’rite, fair Philenia, long, 
The laurell’d wreath from ev'ry female 
won ; 
Immortaliz’d her heroes with her fong, 
And beam’d the rays of her meridian 
fun. 


As fage Elijah wher he dropp’d his veil, 
The boon prophetic gave Elitha free ; 
So Sappho, her fycceffor, thee fhall hail, 
And Cruica aad Philenia mantle thee. 


LAVINIA, 





a — 
The FAIR S@OIC. 
ORINDA’S good, Dorinda’s fair, 

Dorinda’s mild and meek ; 
Her eyes are blue, and black her hair, 
And rofy is her cheek. 


But ftill fo prudent is the maid, 
Thofe eyes you fearch in vain ; 

Nor ever has that cheek betray’a 
Her inward joy, or pain. 


Let fage philofophers extol 
Her happy ftrength of mind, 

But io the foft and melting foul 
A thoufand charms I find. 


Dorinda’s cool compofure flows 
From no exalted caufe ; 

To want of tendernefs fhe owes 
An ill deferv’d applaufe. 


For hearts that exquifitely feel, 
Nor prudence heed, nor pride ; 
Whoe’er their feelings clofe conceal, 
Have but a few to hide. 


Should heaven beltow a mate on mez 
To foothe a foldier’s toils, 

In forrow be her tears as free, 
As in delight her {miles ! 


The child of nature be my fair, 
Who boalts no prudent tkill; 

For ever ready to declare 
Her guiltlefs with, or will. 

Let fill the grateful glance beftow 
Applaufe where fhe approves ; 

And ev'ry fparkling feature fhow 
Where’er fhe fondly loves ! 


The inftant foft ideas touch, 
Let ev’ry look make known ! 

Yet be each foft emotion fuch 
As claims no bluth toown! 


Still let her eyes the blifs difclofe 
That elevates her heart, 

And let the fluth of joy that glows, 
Defpife the veil of art! 


Still let me, when her foul is fad, 


Behold the moift’ning eye! alka 
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And be no weak endeavours made 
To curb the honeft figh ! 


But far more oft, and far more long 
Let figns of joy appear ! 

And be thefe fymptoms ftill more ftrong 
Whene’er her foldier’s near ! 
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LINES to PHILENIA. 
HH happy chariner! whofe Orphean 
1 


= ' 
Sounds o'er Columbia’s plains— 
May thoufands catch thy native fire, 
And tune their harps to loftieft (trains. 


In vain we wifh—no foaring bard 
Kindles with ecftacy divine ; 

No ftrains that equal thine are heard ; 
None with fuch powers of genius fhine. 


Thine are the fplendors of the noon, 
When Sol appears in glory dreft : 
Other’s the glimmerings of the moon, 

Seen dimly in the fhaded weft. 


Thus towering eagles wing the fkies, 
Loft in a wildernefs of light; 

Whilft tim’rous {parrows {carcely rife 
Above the hills in humble flight. 


O ftrike, lov’d bard! the founding fhell, 
And charm once more thy country’s 
ear: 
Let fancy’s bold allufions fwell, 
To melt the heart and ftart a tear. 


‘To thee each mufe a tribute pays 5 
Their filver harps to thee refign; 
Apollo hears thy magic lays, 
And crowns thee foremoft of the nine. 


LINUS. 
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An ELEGY ; or, a RAPE on 


Scotisn Poesy. 


RAE baith my een the faut tear fteals 

d apace, 

And robs my faul of all it’s winfome eafe, 

Vareweel ail cantie thoughts, I canna heeze 

My Willie dead ! 

He was the gauci’ft youth that link’d the 

lawn, 

His bonie mou’ would animate a ftane, 

Aad cen he had that glinted like the morn, 
Ah Willie dead ! 

At gloamin, Willie wad his vows renew, 

And faid he wad be faithfu’ wad be true, 

Aad (woor he'd gie me monie a prief eneu’, 


Aft in the morn we've fkclp’d the dewy 
green, 
Aft at midday we’ve been thegither feen 
But donfie death unpitying wadna hain, 
My Willie dead! 
“ Whare vi'lets or whare dlu/hingrofes blaw, 
And filler faeening dewdraps nightly fa’,.”* 
His dearthfu’ name ’fe make my lambies 
ca, 
* Sweet Willie’s dead |” 


Worcefter, May, 1794. 





For the Massacuusetrs MaGazine. 
RURAL RETIREMENT. 
W. ritten upon leaving Boston. 


—Eryi ubi me in montes et arcem ex urbe removi, 
Quid prius illuftrem fatiris mufig; pedeftri ? 
Nea mala me ambitio perdit, nec plumbeus aufler, 
Autumniifve gravis, libitine quaeius excerba. 
HORACE’S SATIRES. 
tad in retirement and abforb‘d in 
thought ; [ear 
The buzzing crowd no longer on my 
Strike the harth tune, which ev’ry day 
has tanglit {hear, 
The madding multitude unmov'd to 


The rat’ling wheels, that mark the hack- 
nev'd life 
Of many an heir to folly and to wealth ; 
The fons of riot and the friends of ftrife, 
Who rife to fame by many a feat of 
ftealth. Leyes 
The ftand of fharpers, who with cagle 
Survey the pockets of their country 
friends ; 
Whom for their little ftore of caf they 
prize, 
Which to its owner ev’ry virtue blends, 
The hall fuperb; the table fumptuous 
{pread ; 
The liveri’d fervants of a princely hof, 
Who wait the motion of the hand or head, 
Who fat and flourifh at the poor man’s 
cott. 


The fop, that round the mall gallants the 
fair ; 

The cleré, that glitters at a play or bail; 

The /boe-black coxcomb with his powder'd 
hair, 

And rate, that glories in a virgin’s fall. 


From friends like thefe with heart felt joy 


I fly : 

Such kind companions I hav: r £e- 
fign'd rVe 
To thofe, who pleafure can in th iol 

To thofe, who feaft ihe fie) id flarve 





Ah Willie dead ! 
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Such fcenes I quit with hafte and pure de- 
light ; 
Such undefcrib’d felicity I yeild 
To fome more fond of majefty and might, 
For my fnug cottage in a verdant field. 


For the cool breeze, that fans the country 
Jain ; 
For honef converfe with the blooming 
maid ; 
For fociat chit-chat with the rugged fwain, 
By light from Cynthia on the flower- 
deck’d glade. 


Where the orcheftre of the feather’d race 

Catch at each interval my lift’ning ear, 

And draws an echo from the arched {pace, 

Which gives a heavenly to my earthly 
cheer. 


Where weeping willows wave a dolefulair, 
A gloomy chorus to their fprightly 


fong, 
And bending drop their leaves in fad de- 
{pair [along. 


To the rude gale, that murm’ring wafts 


Where op’ning bloffoms bluth upon each 

feene, [gale, 

Arid fhed their fragrant odours on the 

There Sol declining fpreads his rays ferene 
Upon the mule’s cottage in the dale. 


True, there’s a theatre, Columbia’s boaft, 
Which late has rear’d fublime its ftate- 
ly head ; 
In which the cares of life are fweetly loft, 
In which the tragic mind is richly fed. 


Tho’ from the pleafures of the ftage with- 
drawn ; 
Tho’ cloifter’d here beneath fome an- 
cient oaks; 
i feek the fmoothnefsof a neighb’ring lawn, 
And there recount the great comedian’s 
jokes. 
Harangue the waving branches of the 
wood; 
Stretch out my hand o’er many a flow’- 
ret’s head; 
Then gaze a moment on the filver flood, 
Which purls meand’ring thro’ its turf- 
green bed. 

Oft have I drawn the likenefs of a friend 
In the pale vifion of a reftlefs night ; 
Left ev’ry charm of tragedy fhould end, 

While Baéer’s fun withholds his pierc- 
ing light. 
"Tis here I yield to fancy’s ruftic charms ; 
’Tis here I foothe my breaft of many a 
figh ; 
My rural fondnefs ev’ry with difarms ; 
My city pleafures in retirement dic. 
ALCADOUR 
el. FS. iN 





OCCASIONAL ADDRESS. 


Spoken by Mif; Harrison, to a crowded Aus 
dience, at the Theatre in this Town, on the 
Evening appropriated for the Benefit of the 
Americans now in Bondage in Algiers, 

AS on the parching bofom of the plain 

Defend the genial fhowers of kind- 
ly rain, 

As the blue tint of Heaven with fragrant 

breeze 

Difpels the pallid fpectre of difeafe, 

So thro’ the wounded mind, and thrilling 

fenfe, 

Flows the fweet balm of bleft Benevo- 

LENCE: 

To the loft wretch, by daily tortures torn, 

Who wakes to weep, and only lives to 

mourn, 

Can with electric touch new powers im- 

part, 

And warm to infant life the palfied heart ; 

Bid the rais’d Eye unwonted Language 

{peak, 

And drops of tranfpott bathe the red’- 

ning cheek; 

With looks, that blefs, the faving hand 

regard, 

And give to feeling worth a rich reward. 

That rich reward be yours—whofe bofom 

fhare 

The fufferer’s wrong, and feel his patient 

tear ; 

Who, while yeur Powell’s generous heart 

expands, 

While pity pleads, and focial right com- 

mands, 

From your full ftores the liberal boon af- 

ford, 

And with the wretched fhare the plente- 

ous board ; 

With dim who once in fortune’s fplendor 

fhone, 

And call’d the hofpitable roof his own, 

Saw his lov’d ofispring climb his parent's 

knee, 

And weep to bear the tale of Mifery ; 

Perhaps, by valour’s glorious fervour led, 

In field’s ot fame the fetter’d exile bled, 

And with your Parrior Hexo bravely 


rofe — 
The feourge of yours, and facred Free- 
pom’s foes. 
Then if that Parrior Hero claims 
your love, 
While diftant realms his deathlefs deeds 
approve, [boaft, 


If ftill he fhines his grateful country’s 
Tsk CENTRAL SUN, THAT LICHTS HER 


BRILLIANT COAST, 
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Which dauntlefs Freedom brac’d with 
nerves of fteel, 

Let not the villain-feourge difgrace the 
brave, 

Nor free Columbian's wear the Stamp of 


Slave. 


And you, ye crvic BaNnD ! whofe peace- 
ul days 
Difclaim the trophied field and warrior’s 
praife, 
Who focial virtues gentler cares beftow 
On the foft plainings of domettic woe !* 
If e’er the fpell of powerful charms could 
move, 
While fond. enchantment melts the foul 
to love, 
Bids the fix’d eye’sexpreflive glance im- 
art 
The fofteit fecret of the {peaking heart, 
With kindred fouls regard the Lover’s 
prayer, 
Whom fiercer pangs than cruel abfence 
tear ; 
And while the chafte Acmerta’s fancied 
fighs 
Call the bright tear-drop from refiftlefs 
eyes, 
Let rea! woes one liquid gem receive, 
To real want the boon of Bounty give ; 
Since ¢c’en your pleafures form a kind pre- 
tence, 


* Fo deal the bleffings of Benevotence. 





For the MAssACRUSETTS MAGAZINE. 


True GREATNESS diftinguifhed 
from Fatsr. 


NE fet of mortals boaft their high de- 
fcent 
And worth fuperior from their father 
lent ¢ 
They pique themfelves on virtues not their 
own, 
Which are and ever were to them un- 
known. 
Thofe great prerogatives that grac’d their 
fires 
Thefe filly wretches claim as being theirs. 
As ifthe blood that fill’d the father’s vein 
Mutft thence return and wath the fon’s a- 
ain. 
Thus they by ill-conjectur’d grounds will 
prove 
Virtue hereditary, worth and love. 
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From the dark Dungeon of fupreme de- 
{pair 

His bleeding friends, bis prifon’d comrades, 
bear, 

Let not that arm the grinding fetter feel, 


Splendor and pomp are only fit they deen, 

To gain attention and procure efteem ; 

And think a train of flaves, a gilded coach, 

Will fave a wretch from fcandal and re- 
proach. 

Vain the pretences, which they feiga 
would ufe 

To fhield the moft unparallel’d abufe. 

By fuch pretences coxcombs vain and 
loud 

Affert preeminence above the crowd. 

Whirl’d in a chariot, fee a fcornful peer, 

Pomp indicates him great and bids revere 

See how his lace, his title, and his glare 

Of equipage, attract the rabble’s ftare. 

They eftimate his merit by his fword, 

And fwear he muft be great, if he’s a Lord. 

Officious fools before him lowly bend, 

Court, praife, and lic, to gain him for a 
fiend : {ble drefs, 

While worth, ineftimable worth, in hum- 

Neglected pines in exquifite diftrefs. 

How ftupid! how deluded are mankind ! 

By grandeur aw’d, to reafon more than 
blind. 

Mutt greatnefs then on property depend ? 

From heir to heir, as chance directs, de- 
fcend ? 

Canit coniiftin fplendor, pomp.and ftate ? 

Do riches conftitute a mortal great ? 

How inconfiltent, how abfurd the plan ! 

Unworthy the conception of a man. 

Grant this—the man of affluence and eafe 

‘Today is great, tomorrow what you pleafe: 

His greatne{s isno more,when once a frown 

Of fortune cuts his boafted greatnefs down. 

Reafon unprejudic’d can draw a line 

Betwixt pretence and principles divine. 

Tarquin o’er Rome in pomp impartial 
reign’d ; 

Yet, was his foul with every vice diftain’d. 

While neither friends nor wealth could 
Brutus boatt; 

The once fam'd luftre of his name was 
loft. 

Yet, could he call the virtues all his own, 

While every vice difgrac’d the Tyrant’s 
throne. 

"Tis virtue only feated in the breatft, 

On ftricter ferutiny can bear the teft : 

True greatnefs often feeks the humble 


door, 
And deigns to grace the noble foul, tho” 
poor. LINUS. 





Errata—Jn the Rebus of laft month, 1. ade 
Jor prince r. prich ; /. 4th. for thirfty r. thir- 
ty—ZJn the Ode on Spring, p. 249, 1. 5th. f. t. 
for lurking r. carking ; 4. 6th. /.b. for vet 
dant r. vernal, 
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GAZETTE. 


one KEKE LOOP OOO 


Summary of Foreign L. ntelligence, 


TURKEYM 
CoNSTANTINOPLE. 

F Divan having declared to the min- 

ifters of the allied powers, that the 
Porte woyld remain iaviolably attached 
to its neutrality, the Ruffian Ambaflador 
replied, “that the Emprefs, determined to 
take an active part in a caufe commen to 
all Sovereigns, would never fuffer a power, 
capable of moleftwog her frontiers, to pro- 
feis neutrality; that her Majefty confe- 
quently expected that the Porte would 
immediately Jay an Embargo on all French 
veffels in its ports,and declare war again 
the rebels of France; and that he (the Am- 
baffador) had the ftricteft orders from 
his Sovereign to confider a refufal on the 
part of the Divan as a declaration of War.” 
‘The Divan, after deliberating fome davs, 
came to no conclyfion on the fub- 
ject. It appears much embarrafled. To 
avoid a war with Ruifia, it fubfcribed to 
the laft partition of Poland, and has for- 
ever deprived itfelf of a refource which 
might have been of the greateft utility. 
If it is refufed on the prefent occafion, war 
is unavoidable. 

A ftrong repert has exifted for fome 
days, that the Mikrel Arabs, a favage race 
of people who inhabit Perfia on the coalts 
of the Cafpian Sea, have declared war a- 
gainft Ruflia, and have already commenc- 
ed it, by ravaging a great extent of her 
poffeflions in that quarter of the globe. 





DENMA4ARE. 

Corennacen, March t—About four 
o'clock laft Wedaciday evening, an alarm 
of fire was given from the palace; it firft ap- 
peared in the upper ftory of the fouth cor- 
ner of the front fide, which is weftward ; 
and altho’every endeavour wasufed to ex- 
tinguifh the. flames, they foon begun to 
{fpread to the northward. About half 
paft fix the Royal family were told that 
little or no hopes of faving the palace, 
were left: They returned to another 
quarter of the town. 

The flames were affifted by a freth 
gale frem the foutheaft, and about half 


paft eight o’clock the Spire was burnt 
down. At ten o'clock, the whole body 
of this immenfe building was in a blaze, 
which at once exhibited a very grand, but 
awful fcene. In fhort, the whole palace 
of Chriftianburgh was reduced to the 
bare walls, in the courfe of fix hours. 
Both the wings were alfo on fire, and the 
north one reduced; but, by the great ex- 
ertious ofthe burghers, the fouth wing, 
although burnt down, was prevented 
from commynicating to the chancery and 
mufeum. Had the fire caught either one 
or the other, it would have been impofli- 
ble to have faved the bank or magazines. 

The houfes oa the firand were alfo 
much endangered, as the wind blew di- 
rectly upon them; and large pieces of 
burning weod were blown about the 
ftreets—The conflagrations muft have 
been feen all over the ifland. I fuppofe 
fuch a fcene was never beheld in the 
world; fo great a pile of building de- 
ftroyed in fo fluort a {pace oftime. It is faid 
that many of the people have been burnt, 
but as yet, there are no particular ac- 
counts of the number. Very little of the 
furniture or effects were faved. ‘The 
king’s private library was deftroyed, as 
were moft of the papers and books in the 
high court. The damages willamount to 
many millions. 





GERMANY. 
VIENNA. 

By letters from Italy, we learn that 4 
moft dreadful accident lately happened at 
Carpo d@'itria. ‘The dancers and fingers 
of the opera houfe, being afiembled to 
celebrate the carntval, the houfe came. 
fuddenly down, and buried the players 
and whole audience in its ruins. 





GENOA. 

Fes. 8.—A few days fince, the Englith 
conful, communicated to our government, 
another letter from Capt. Sutherland. In. 
this letter, the Capt. announces, in the 
name of Lord Hood, that the Britith fhips 
will continue to blockade the port of Ge- 
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noa, as long as the Government fhall con- 
tinue to fupply the French with corn and 
provifions. This is more abfurd than 
any thing that has yet appeared from the 
agents of the Britith cabinet. How is it 
poflible, that the Genoeie thould fupply 
the French with provifions, while, by the 
blockade of their ports, they are preven- 


ted from fupplying themfelves? When 
pretexts are fought for to palliate injuf- 
tice, they ought, at leaft, to be plaufi- 
ble. 

The treatment we have lately received 
from the Englifh, to whom we had al- 
ways fhewn fo much favour, incenfes all 
ranks of people againit them. 


ONO el 


DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES. 


IMPORTANT STATE PAPERS. 
Communicated to €ongrifs, May 23. 





Unitep Srates, May 41, 1794- 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
| LAY before you certain information, 
»whereby it would appear that fome 
encroachment was about to be made on 
our territory by an officer and ony of 
Britith troops.—Procecding upon a fup- 
pofition of the authenticity of this infor- 
mation, although of a private nature, I 
have caufed the reprefentation to be made 
to the Britith minifter,a copy of which 
accompanies this meflage. 

It cannot be neceflary to comment up- 
on the very ferious natare of fuch an en- 
croachment, nor to urge that this new 
ftate of things fuggefts the propriety of 
placing the United States in a pofure of 
effectual preparation for an event, which, 
notwithitanding the endeavours making 
to avert, it may by circumftances beyond 
our control, be forced upon us. 

G. WASHINGTON. 





Unitep Srates, May 23, 1794. 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, 

1 lay before you the copy of a letter 
from the Minifter Plenipotentiary of his 
Britannic Majefly, in anfwer to a letter 
of the Secretary of State, communicated 
to Congrets yeiterday ; and alfo the copy 
of a letier from the Secretary, which is 
referred to in the above mentioned letter 
of the Minifter. 

G, WASHINGTON. 


Philadelphia, May 20, 1794. 





Sia, 

Ie cannot be unknown to you, that a 
fpeech, faid to be addrefled on the roth 
of February, 1794, to feveral Indian na- 
tions, and afcribed to the governor gener- 


al of his Britannic Majefty at Quebec, 
has appeared in moft of the public prints 
in the United States, With fo many cir- 
cumftances of authenticity after remain- 
ing fo long without contradiction, it 
might have juftified us in inquiring from 
you, whether it was really delivered un- 
der Britifh authority. Our forbearance 
thus to inquire is conformable with the 
moderation which has directed the con- 
duct of our government towards Great 
Britain ; and indicates, at the fame time, 
eur hope, from the declarations of yours, 
that its views would prove ultimately pa- 
cific, and that it would difcountenance ev- 
ery meafure of its officers having a con- 
trary tendency. 

Even now, fir, while I entertain a firm 
perfuafion, that in prefuming this fpeech 
to be genuine, I cannot well err, I fhall be 
ready to retract the comments which I 
am about to make, if you fhall think 
proper to deny its authenticity. 


At the very moment when the Britith 
Miniftry were forwarding affurances of 
good wili, does Lord Dorchefter fofter 
and encourage, in the Indians, hoftile dif- 
pofitions towards the United States ? If it 
was a part of the Am@ican character to 
indulge fufpicion, what might not be con- 
jectured as to the influence by which our 
treaty was defeated in the laft year, from 
the aflembling of deputies from almoft all 
the nations who were at the late general 
council on the Miami, and whofe enmity 
againft us cannot be doubtful. How near- 
ly would that fufpicion approach to proof, 
were we to recollect, that fo high an offi- 
cer, as himfelf, would not rafhly hazard 
this expreffion: “ I fhould not be furprif- 
ed, if we were at war with the United 
States in the courfe of the prefent year ; 
and if we are, a line muft then be drawn 
by the warriors.” 

But this fpeech only forbodes hottility ; 
the intelligence which has been received 

this 
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this morning is, if true, hoftility itfelf. 
The Prefident of the United States has 
underftood, through channels of real con- 
fidence, that Governor Simcoe has gone 
to the foot of the rapids of the Miami, 
followed by three companics of a Britifh 
regiment, in order to build a fort there. 

Permit me then to aik, whether thefe 
things be fo? It has been ufual, for cach 
party ata negotiation, to pay fuch a def- 
erence to the pretenfions of the other, as 
to keep their affairs in the fame pofture, 
until the negotiation was concluded. On 
this principle you complained, in your 
letter of the sth of July, 1792, of the ju- 
rifdi‘tion attempted to be exercifed, under 
the State of Vermont, within the diftric&t 
occupied by the troops of your king; and 
demanded, that our government fhould 
fupprefs it, from refpect to the di'cuffion 
which was pending. On this principle, 

ou were atiured that proper meafures 
fhould be adopted. On the fame princi- 
ple you renew on the roth of March, 
1794, a fimilar application, and are an- 
{wered, that the meafures of the govern- 
ment fhoull correfpond with its aflur- 
ances. Accordingly, although the forts, 
garrifons and difiricts, to which your let- 
ters relate, are confefledly within the 
limits of the United States, yet have our 
eitizens been forbidden to interrupt you 
in the occupancy of them. What return 
then have wea right to expect? 

But you will not fuppofe that I put the 
impropriety of the prefent aggretlion, 
upon the pendency of the negotiation. I 
quote this only to thew the contraft be- 
tween the temper obferved on your part 
towards us, and on our part towards you. 
This pofieffion of our acknowledged ter- 
ritory, has no pretext of fiatu que on its 
fide; it has no pretext at all. It is an act, 
the hoftility of which cannot be palliated by any 
connexion with that negotiation. It is 
calculated to fupport an enemy whom we 
are fecking to bring to peace. 

A late miffion of the United States to 
Great Britain, is an unequivocal proof, 
after all that has happened, of the fincere 
with of our government to preferve peace, 
and a good underftanding with your na- 
tion. But our honour and fafety require 
that an invafion foould be repelled. 

Let me therefore inform you, fir, that 
I have it in charge from the Prefident of 
the United States, to requeft and urge you 
to take immediate and effectual meafures, 
as far as in you lies, to fupprefs thofe hof- 
tile movements ; to call to mind, that the 


army of the United States, in their march 
againft the enemy, will not be able to dif- 
tinguith between them and any otber people, 
aflociated in the war ; to compare thefe 
encroachments with the candour of our 
conduct, and the doctrines which you 
have maintained ; and to admonifh thofe 
who fhall throw obftacles in the way of 
negotiation, and tranquillity, that they 
will be refponfible for all the unhappy 
confequences. 

1 have the honour to be, with refpe&, 
your moft obedient fervant, 

( Signed ) EDM. RANDOLPH. 
Mr. Hammond, Minifer Plenipotentiary of 

bis Britannic Majefly. 





Mr. Hammonn’s Anfwer. 
Philadelphia, 224 May, 1794 
Sir, 

IN anfwer to your letter of the 2oth 
current, which I did not receive until late 
in the afternoon of yefterday, it is necel- 
fary for me to premife, that whatever 
may be my perfonal opinion with ref- 
pect to the ftyle and manner in which you 
have thought it proper to addrefs me, up- 
on the prefent occafion, it 1s not my inten~ 
tion to offer any animadverfion upon 
them, but to proceed with temper and 
candour to the examination of the fub- 
jects of your letter. 

‘Though | never can acknowledge the 
right of this government to require from 
me fo categorically, as you have required 
it, an explanation of any meafure emanat- 
ing from the Governors of Canada, over 
whofe aétions I have po control, and 
for whofe condyct I am not refponfible ; 
fam willing to admit the authenticity of 
the fpeech to certain Indian nations, to 
which you have alluded, and which you 
have afcribed to the Governor General of 
his Majefty’s poffeilions in North America. 
But in order to afcertain the precife fenfe 
of the only paffage of that fpeech, to which 

ou have referred, and of which you 
ese given merely a partial citation, I 
fhall quote the patlage at length. 
* Childrea, 

“ Since my return, I find no appearance 
of a line remains, and from the manner in 
which the people of the States pufh on, 
and act, and talk on this fide, and from 
what I learn of their conduct towards the 
fea, I fhall not be furprifed, if we are at 
war with them in the courfe of the pref- 
ent year; and if fo, a line muft then be 
drawn by the warriors.” From the con- 
text of the whole paffage, it 1s — 
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that Lord Dorchefter was perfuaded that 
the aggreflion which might cventually 
Jead to a {tate of hoftility, had proceeded 
from the United States : And fo far as the 
State of Vermont, to which | prefume his 
Lordfhip principally alluded, was impii- 
cated, I am convinced that that perfuation 
was not ill founded. For notwithitand- 
ing the politive aflwrances,which I receiv- 
ed from your predeceilor on the gth of 
July, 1792, in anfwer to my levter of the 
sth of the fame month, of the determina- 
tion of the General Government to dif- 
courage and reprefs the encroachments, 
which the State and individuals of Ver- 
mont had committed on the territory oc 
cupied by his Majefty’s garrijon, I affert 
with confidence, that not only thoie en- 
eroachments have never been in any man~ 
mer reprefled, but that recent infringe- 
ments in that quarter, and on the territory 
in its vicinity, have been committed. In- 
deed, if this aflertion of mine could re- 
guire any corroboration, | would remark, 
that though the {pace of so days elapled 
between my letter of the 10th of March, 
£794, upon this fubject, and your aulwer, 
ot the 29th of April, 1794, you did not at- 
tempt to deny the facts which | then 
ftated, and which I now explicitly repeat. 

In regard to your declaration that 
“ Governor Simcoe has gone to the foot 
of the rapids of the Miami, followed by 
three companies of a Britifh regiment, in 
order to build a fort there,” I have no in- 
telligence that fuch an event has actually 
occurred.——But even admitting your infor- 
mation to be accurate, much will depend 
on the place, in which you affert, that the 
fort is intended to be erected, and wheth- 
er it be for the purpele of protecting 
fubjects of his Majefy reliding in the 
diftricts dependent on the fort of Detroit, 
or of preventing that fortrefs from being 
ftraitened by the approach of the Amer- 
iean army ; to either of which cafes 
} imagine that the principle of the /latu 
quo, until the final arrangement of the 
points in difeuffion betweea the two 
countries fhell be concluded, will &ridly 
apply. In order however, to correct any 
inaccurate information you may have re- 
ceived, and to avoid any ambiguity rela- 
tive to this cirenmftance, | fhall immedi- 
ately tranimit copies of your letter, and of 
this anfwer, as well to the governor-gen- 
eral of his Majefty's poileflions in North 
America, and the governor of Upper Can- 
ada, as to his Majefty’s minifters in Eng- 
jand, for their reipective iaformation. 
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Before £ conclude this letter, I muft be 
permitted to obferve that I have confined 
to the unreprefled and continued aggref- 
fions of the ftate of Vermont, alone, the 
periuafion of Lord Dorchefter, that th 
were indicative of an exifting hoftile difpo- 
fition in the United States againft Great. 
Britain, and might ultimately produce an 
actual ftate of war on their part. If I 
had been defirous of recurring to other 
fources of difquietude, I might, from the 
allufion of his lordthip to the conduct of 
this government towards “ the fea,” have 
deduced other motives of apprehenfion, 
on which, from the folicitude yoy evince 
to eftablith a contraft between the temper 
obferved on your part towards us, and 
our part towards you,” J might have con- 
ceived myiclf juftitied in dilating. I might 
have adverted to the privateers origmally 
fitted out of Charlefton, at the commence- 
ment of the prefent hoftilities, and which 
were allowed to depart from that port, 
not only with the confent, but under the 
exprefs permiflion of the Governor of 
South-Carolina. 

1 might have-adverted to the prizes 
made by thofe privateers, of which the 
legality was in fome meafure admitted, by 
the refufal of this government to reftore 
fuch as were made antecedently toe the sth 
of June, 1793. I might have adverted tq 
the permitiion granted by this govern- 
ment to the commanders of French {hips 
of war, and of privateers, to difpofe of 
their prizes by fale, in ports of the United 
States. 1 might have adverted tothe two 
privateers, le Petit Democrat (now la 
Cornelia) and, la Carmagnol, both which 
were illegally fitted outin the river Dela- 
ware, and which ia confequence of my 
remonftrances, and of the aflurances I re- 
ceived, I concluded would have been dif- 
mantled ; but which have remained du- 
ring the whole winter in the port of 
Newyork armed, and now are, as I am 
informed, in condition to proceed imme- 
diately to fea. I might have adverted to 
the conduct which the government has 
obferved to the powers combined again 
France in the enforcement of the embar- 
go. For while the veffels of the former 
are fubjected to the reftrictions of that 
meafure, thofe of the latter, have been 
permitted to depart from Hamptou-Road, 
though 3 weeks had clapfed fubfequently 
to the impofition of the embargo, though 
they were amenable to its operation, and 
though they were chiefly laden with are 
ticles “calculated to fupport an enemy 
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Whor we are feeking to bring to peace.” 
Imight have adverted to the uniforml 
anfriendly treatment which his Majefty’s 
thips of war, and officers in his Majefty’s 
fervice, have, fince the prefent hoftilities 
commenced, experienced in the Ameri- 
can ports; and laftly, might have adver- 
ted unparalleled infult, which has been re- 
cently offered at Newport, Rhode-Ifland, 
(not by a lawlefs collection of the people) 
but by the governor and council of that 
ftate,to the Britifh flag, in the violent 
meafures purfued towards his Majefty’s 
floop of war Nautilas, and in the forcible 
detention of the officers by whom fhe was 
commanded. I have however forborne 
to expatiate upon thefe points, becaufe I 
am not difpofed to confiderthem, as I have 
before ftated, as neceflary elucidations, of 
the immediate object of your letter, and 
much lefs to urge them in their prefeat 
form, as general topics of recrimination. 

I iave the honour to be, with great re- 
fpect, Sir, your moft obedient humble fer- 
vant, 

( Signed) GEORGE HAMMOND. 





LEGISLATURE of MASSACHUSETTS. 
_ Saturday, May 31. 

Both branches of the Legiflature hav- 
ing affembled in the Reprefentatives 
Chamber, His Excellency the Governor 
came in, attended by the Secretary and 
Sheriff of the County, and delivered thie 
following 

SPEECH: 
Fellow-Citizens / 

WHILE I attempt a fhort, but very 
refpectful addrefs to the two Branches of 
this new General Court, I cannot help ex- 
prefling a great fatisfaction in the eontin- 
wance of the right which the citizens of 
the Commonwealth at large enjoy, of ex- 
ercifing their own fovereignty. In pur- 
fuance of the direction of our Conftitu- 
tion, which is expreflive of their will, they 
have again in thcir atmiverfary meetings, 
made their free elections of fuch perfons 
as they have judged meet to adminifter 
their publick affairs. In this great tran{f- 
action, they muft furely have felt their 
own digmity; and however different 
their fentiments may have been with re- 
gard to the men of their choice, each eles- 
tor having given his fuffrage according 
to the dictates of his own confcience, mutt 
enjoy the confoling reflection of having 
honeftly done his duty. Thofe in whom 
the people have placed their confidence, 
Ris prefumed will-faithfully watch over, 


and guard their general interefts, and 
take care that the liberties and the fove- 
reignty of right belonging to this Come 
mionwealth, fhall fuffer no diminution. 


Fellow Citizens ! 


We are met at a very critical period—« 
The baneful influence of war in Europe, 
has already too far extended itfelf into 
this remote region. A «war of Kings and 
Nobles againft the equal Rights of Men. ‘Their 
firft object was to contret the commom 
right of all civil focieties, by fruftrating 
the attempt of a magnanimous nation, to 
eftablith a Conftitution of government for 
themielves, according to their own mind ¢ 
More lately the nefarious defign has beexe 
to cruth the new formed Republic in ite 
imfancy :—But the GOD of Armies, whe 
faveurs the brave in a righteous caufey 
has hitherto appeared for its protection, 
and crowned the aftonifhing efforts of ita 
defenders with aftonifhing victories. 

Great Britain takes an active part witht 
the mighty combination of Kings. Ine 
deed it does not appear that fhe has yer 
made a demand om our confederate ree 
public to join the league. A demand 
which we are well informed fhe has made 
upon fome of the neutral republics of Eus 
rope. But, whilft we have preferved the 
moft frict neutrality towards the bellige- 
rent powers of Europe, in obfervance of 
treaties made under the authority of the 
United States, which are the fupreme law 
of the land, the, for the fake of aiding the 
caufe in which the is fo deeply engaged, 
has employed her naval force in commit- 
ting depredations on our lawful and une 
protected commerce. ‘Thus, in fact, the 
has commenced hoftilities. ‘Fhe Federal 
Government, although very folicitous, if 
poilible, to prevent the calamities of war, 
have meditated meaiures preparatory for 
the event. The papers and communica 
tions which I have received on this fub- 
ject, thall be laid before you. 

It was a declared intention of the people 
ef the United States, when they adopted 
our prefent conftitution, “ to form a more 
perfect union”—an important object in- 
deed. ‘The deliberate voice of the people 
is commonly the voice of reafon—the 
voice of the people ought therefore to be 
attended to. Union, formed upon the 
genuine republican principles and views 
of our political inftitutions, by combin-= 
ing our {trength, will have a powerful ten~ 
dency in a time of war to reduce an une 
reafonable enemy fo terms of juftice, 


and the, te-eftablifhment of tranquil 
an 








i 
| 


a eS 


me ee ng a 


: 


= 


i 


es 





























ee ee 


EE 


~~ 





420 MASSACHUSETTS MAGAZINE. 


and in peace to fecure the ble‘lings of e- 
qual liberty to the prefent and future gen 
erations. 

Fellow-Citizens ! 

It is my fincere and ardent with, and I 
have a {trong perfuation in my own mind, 
that wifttom and public fpirit will guide 
you in all your deliberations and decifions. 
twill endeavour feafonably to difpatch fuch 
bufinefs as you thall lay before me during 
this feflion, and at all times, to fuppore 
the true dignity of this Commonwealth in 
the ftation in which | have the honour of 
being placed, by a vigilant attention to its 
effential duties. 

SAMUEL ADAMS, 





APPOINTMENTS. 

The Senate of the United States have 
concurred in the Prefident’s nomination 
of John Jay, as Envoy Extraordinary to 
the Court of Great Britain. 

Nathaniel Cabot Higginfon is appoint- 
ed legal Commiilioner for the United 
States, on a miffion to the Weft Indies, to 
fuperintend the entering of appeals from 
the decrees of condemuation, to invefti- 
gate the grounds on which they have been 
made, and to do other things relative to 
American veifels and cargoes, which have 
been condemned in the Vice Admiralty 
Courts of the feveral iflands, and alfo to 
afford relief to our feamen now there. 





POST OFFICE THEFT. 

The vigilance of the Poftmafter General 
has fucceeded in detecting the villain who 
has fo frequently of late robbed the Mail 
of the United States. He proves to be 
one of the clerks employed at the Poft 
Oflice at Newyork ; and one who had 
art fufficient to pafs unfufpected. Grow- 
ing bold in his depredations, from a fre- 
queit repetition of them, he furnifhed the 
means of his own detection, and is com- 
mitted to gaol. We have not learnt the 
fi he has purloined, but 2100 dollars 
were found in his trunk. 





BENEVOLENCE. 

The fum raifed at a late exhibition, at 
the Bolton Theatre, for the relief of the 
American prifoners in Algiers, was nearly 
nine hundred dollzrs. 





VIGILANCE. 

General orders are iflued at Philadelphia 
for drafting the number of militia, requir- 
ed by a late act of Congrefs, and holding 
themreadyto. «chat a moment's warn- 


uy: 


MARRIAGES. 

Massacuvsetts.—Bofon, Mr. Joha 
Doane, of Roxbury, to Milfs Percis Crafts ; 
Mr. John Quincy to Mifs Abigail Atkins ; 
Mr. Richard Lane Pico to Mifs Hannah 
Gore; Mr. Peter Chardon Scott to Mifs 
Sufannah Homans; Mr. John Coates to 
Mifs Maria Howe. 

Afbburnham, Mr. William Tuttle to Milfs 
Sukcy Walker. 

Bolton, Mir. William Manning to Mifs 
Lydia Brown. 

Rowley, Mr. Jofeph Kilborn, /E. 76, to 
Mifs Martha Hidden, AL. 26. 

Shrewfbury, Mr. Timothy Blake, of 
Franklin, to Mifs Julia Dean. 

Shurburn, Mr. Aaron Whitney to Mifs 
Ede Fifk. 

Upton, Mr. Ezra Farrar to Mifs Taft. 

VermMont.—-Haverbill, Daniel Farrand, 
Efg. to Mifs Polly Porter. 

Cornifo, Mr. Wm. Barns, of Claremont, 
to Mifs Efther Spalding. 

Newnamrseire.—Milfird, Mr. Joel 
Crofby to Mifs Hannali Blanchard. 

New Yorx.—Mr. Samucl Abbot to 
Mifs Jemima Moore ; Mr. Benjamin G. 
Minturn to Mifs Maria Brown; Capt. J. 
O’Connor to Mifs Sufannah O’Cafey. 

Groroia.—Augufa, Mr. Thomas Butler 
to Mifs Margaret Cooper. 





DEATHS. 

MassacnusetTs.—Boflon, Mrs. Coffin, 
70; Mrs. Jane Mecom, only fifter of the 
late Dottor Franklin, 83; Mrs. Mary 
Brown ; Mrs. Sufannah Peirce, 46; Mifs 
Elizabeth Lyde, 57; Mrs. Stetfon, 59; 
Mrs. Anna Brown, 84; Mrs. Deborah 
Newell, 53 ; Mr. Jofeph Spear, 41. 

Waltham, Matter William Clarke, 8. 

Athol, Do. Daniel Ellenwood, 44. 

Billerica, Capt. Jofiah Bowers, 75. 

Canterbury, Mr. Stephen Webfter. 

Douglas, Hon. John Taylor. 

Lynn, Capt. Holten Johnfon, 48. 

Newburyport, Mrs. Sufannah Hale, 25 ; 
Mr. Daniel Pearfon. 

Newbraintree, Mrs. Flizabeth Weft. 

Quincey, Dr. Ebenezer Bracket, 21. 

Rutland, Nathaniel Munroe, Efq. 82. 

W illingsford, Mr. Eliakim Hall. 

NewHampsuike.—Bow, Mr. Bartholo- 
mew Heath, 8>5. 

Dover, Col. Jonathan Rawfon, 35. 

Ruope-lsLanp.— Newport, Mr. Stephen 
Ayrault, 85. 

Connecticut.—Hariford, Mrs. Niche 
ols ; Doct. James Hurlbutt, 75. 

Litchfeld, Mrs. Lorrain Wolcott, 63. 

Dominica, Mr. Nathan Bowen, 27. 





